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The Medjugorje Story
On the evening of 24 June 1981, in the
parish of St James in Medjugorje, six
young people claimed to have seen the
Blessed Virgin Mary on Podbrdo Hill.

the parish of Medjugorje and the world. All six still
claim apparitions, though only three of them now on
a daily basis, and each of the six says that he or she
has received, or is in the process of receiving, ten
secrets. The first of the secrets is to be revealed to
the world through Mirjana Dragicevic, and the third
is said to be concerned with a permanent sign that
will authenticate the apparitions and be a help to
conversion, and will be evident to all at Medjugorje.
The visionaries say that Our Lady identifies herself
to them as the Queen of Peace.
As a result of these claims, more than forty million
people have visited Medjugorje from all over
the world and there have been many assertions
regarding remarkable signs and wonders, cures
and spiritual healing. There is no doubt at all that
those millions of people have found a pilgrimage to
Medjugorje one of the most spiritually significant
experiences of their lives.

The next day four of the six alleged another meeting
with Our Lady, and said they spoke with her. On this
occasion, the four teenagers (three girls and a boy)
were joined by another young boy and a teenage
girl. These six became the definitive visionaries in
Medjugorje; they are Ivanka Ivankovic, Mirjana
Dragicevic, Vicka Ivankovic, Ivan Dragicevic, Marija
Pavlovic and Jakov Colo.
Since 1981, these six young people have been the
centre of world attention, and medical and scientific
studies. Their principal claim is that practically every
day to the present time, our Blessed Lady has been
appearing to one or more of them, and that from
her they have received thousands of messages for

We acknowledge and accept that the authority regarding the authenticity of apparitions, locutions and related messages as well as
all private revelations from Our Lord, Our Lady or any Saint rests with the Holy See of Rome whose final judgement we will respect
and obey. We also affirm our total allegiance to our One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, our Priests and Bishops and our Holy
Father, Pope Francis.
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THE MEDJUGORJE MESSAGE

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY PROPOSES A SIX-POINT PROGRAMME:
1. Faith - Belief in God and in the supernatural. It is your true vision. Therefore live by it.
2. Commitment to God - Let Him direct your life. Begin by turning away from sin in true
conversion and repentance.
3. Prayer - Regular Mass, monthly confession, daily rosary and dedication to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
4. Fasting - Bread and water on Fridays (and Wednesdays) if you can. If not, at least cut back or
practice some other form of self denial.
5. Peace - In your own heart, in your family and neighbourhood and workplace, in all your human
relations and reaching out to the war-stricken world.
6. The Holy Bible - We should read part of the Holy Scripture every day.

THE MESSAGES OF MARY ARE ADDRESSED NOT ONLY TO CATHOLICS
BUT TO THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE, REGARDLESS OF BELIEFS OR RELIGION.

Our Lady’s Messages
August 25, 2020
“Dear children!
This is a time of grace. I am with you and anew am calling you, little children: return to God and
to prayer until prayer will be a joy for you. Little children, you do not have a future or peace until your
life begins with a personal conversion and a change to the good. Evil will cease and peace will begin
to reign in your hearts and in the world. Therefore, little children, pray, pray, pray. I am with you and
intercede before my Son Jesus for each of you.
Thank you for having responded to my call.”

September 25, 2020
“Dear children!
I am with you for so long because God is great in His love and in my presence. I am calling you,
little children: return to God and to prayer. May the measure of your [way of] living be love and do not
forget, little children, that prayer and fasting work miracles in you and around you. May everything you
do be for the glory of God, and then Heaven will fill your heart with joy and you will feel that God loves
you and is sending me to save you and the earth on which you live.
Thank you for having responded to my call.”

October 25, 2020
“Dear children!
At this time, I am calling you to return to God and to prayer. Invoke the help of all the saints, for
them to be an example and a help to you. Satan is strong and is fighting to draw all the more hearts
to himself. He wants war and hatred. That is why I am with you for this long, to lead you to the way of
salvation, to Him who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Little children, return to the love for God and
He will be your strength and refuge.
Thank you for having responded to my call.”
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From the Editor:
Dear Friends of Medjugorje News,

Another year is coming to an end and what a year it has been, I don’t think
we will ever forget year 2020, and the chaos that Covid has created around
the world. We are truly blessed to be living in New Zealand, let’s hope that
the pandemic remains away from our shores as much as possible.
It was amazing the things I mostly remember regarding the lockdown
and how it has affected our family. We were unable to go to Australia for
our son’s wedding in August, which has been postponed to May next year
(hopefully), our shop was closed in the lockdown but because part of our
business is as a newspaper franchise, we were still required to continue
working as an essential service. We were so used to being on the treadmill,
working early mornings then into the shop, it was a shock to the system to
having to remain home for most of the day. Also, our youngest son has got
engaged and moved out into his own home, this has meant a big change for
Noel and I, we are now empty nesters.
The biggest adjustment that I had to make, was not being able to go to
Mass whenever The Lord called, and to not receive the Eucharist. It still
has an effect on me as I look back over the last few months and I hope we
never have to go back into that stage again. It is so easy to take our Mass
for granted, a privilege, but one that we can so easily have taken away from
us. I do think the Catholic Church’s in New Zealand, and for that matter, all
over the world did an amazing job filling in on TV all our requirements, and it
was interesting to watch a few documentaries of the Saints and happenings
in the catholic world.
Another year awaits us. Another year to open our arms out to The Lord and
all his people here on earth that we meet each day. May you and your family
continue to be blessed by the Lord.
Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year from the team Sarah, Bernadette
and Miriam, at Medjugorje News, New Zealand.

Regards Sarah

Visiting those in prison –
by writing

regular basis, usually once every 1-2 months. Can you
help?
There will be absolutely no cost to you, Divine Mercy
Publications/Trust will cover all expenses including
sending funds via the prison Chaplain approximately
twice per year to help the inmates purchase food,
toiletries, medicines, clothes and in some case pay a
portion of their children‘s school fees to prevent them
becoming ‘street kids‘.
All you need give is your time and mercy to these
needy souls.
If you would like to know more please contact us.
Thank you for your consideration of this important
request.

Would you like to become involved in a very
special work of mercy by writing to long-term
prisoners in a foreign country? Divine Mercy
Publications have set up a team of letter writers
to correspond with the inmates of a maximum
security jail in Zambia, central Africa. Most of
these are Catholics/Christians to whom we send
reading and prayer literature as well as clothes
and toiletries.
The requests for pen pals are growing; the prison we
write to has over 400 inmates, most of whom are in
desperate need of consolation and encouragement.
They are served by an Irish Catholic priest, whom they
see 2-3 times per month.
We wish to continue this important work of mercy
and need helpers to ‘adopt’ a prisoner and write on a

Divine Mercy Publications Trust
Christchurch. PO Box 20266,
Bishopdale, Christchurch 8543.
Ph/Fax 03-359 2087
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Excerpts from
Children of Medjugorje

From Sister Emmanuel - http://www.childrenofmedjugorje.com/

Five Simple Messages
Sr. Emmanuel is the founder of Children of Medjugorje,
a lay missionary organization dedicated to delivering five
simple messages from Our Lady in Medjugorje:

Where on earth is Divine Providence? In these
troubled times, one of the causes of trepidation that
has gripped so many people is the fear of not having
what they need. Of not having a way of earning a
living, no security, sick, not being able to travel the
way they did before, of losing freedom in the face of
growing totalitarianism etc. In a word, our fears seem
to be justified. However, they cause us to forget the
most important point: we are not alone. And Jesus
said it so many times, “Do not be afraid!”
To illustrate this, I would like to share with you an
example of my personal life that occurred shortly
after my ‘conversion’ in 1973, when the Charismatic
Renewal was being born in Paris. The Emmanuel
Prayer Group, founded by Pierre Goursat (assisted
by Dr. Martine Lafitte) began its beautiful trajectory
that would lead it to a remarkable international
development.
At that time, my job was importing Tibetan jewelry
and handicrafts from Asia to France. However, a few
days after my conversion, my younger sister came to
see me and, seeing Hindu masks and Tantric posters
in my living room, told me with the utmost composure:
“You know, Emmanuel, you simply cannot sell these
objects which represent false deities and lead people
towards a spirituality that has nothing to do with the
Christian message! You cannot say you belong to
Christ, and at the same time sell all these things!”
At first, my sister’s words really upset me. She hit the
nail on the head! I mumbled some defensive words
that were beyond ridiculous: “But I signed a contract
with the suppliers in India, I have to receive them
at Orly airport and pay them…” But it was crystal
clear, I had to face the fact that my sister was right.
When she left, I was in the grip of a rather violent
internal struggle. This order of handicrafts which I
had signed in India before my conversion, cost a lot
of money, and burning all these things was going
to put me into a huge financial hole. (In addition,
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aFasting
aPraying of the Rosary
aScripture Reading
aHoly Mass
aConfession

these posters were very beautiful from an artistic
standpoint.) I began thinking, “I’m not going to
survive! But I cannot betray Christ either!” It took
me a few minutes to decide to burn this big shipment
arriving from customs at Orly airport.
The next day, there was a prayer meeting at the
Emmanuel prayer group. When Martine Lafitte saw
me, she said, “What is wrong with you, Emmanuel?
You seem so worried! Where has your peace gone?”
I told her my problem, explaining that I was going
straight into the abyss, workwise. To my surprise,
far from showing me any compassion, she laughed!
“There is nothing you need to worry about”, she said.
“You made the right decision out of loyalty to Christ,
you sacrificed the entire order for His sake. Do you
think He is going to let you down? Woman of little
faith! Tell Him that you surrender yourself completely
to Him and that from now on, your work issues are
in His hands and are no longer in yours! It is His job
to deal with it! We are going to pray, and you will see
that He will help you!”
She was right… (With the true charismatics, there is
no half-measure for the glory of God!) In the following
days, to my amazement, I received so many orders
for jewelry and other items that I already had in
stock, that in just 2 weeks I had covered my loss. In
addition, I had God’s blessing over my work!
This simple fact was for me a great light on God’s
Providence in action. How many graces do we miss
in daily life because we lack faith in the love of God
who rejoices so much in rescuing those who confide
in Him! Thus this crucial Word of Jesus is fulfilled in
the Gospel: “Seek ye therefore first the kingdom of
God, and his justice, and all these things shall be
added unto you.” (Matt 6:33) There is that little word
“first” that makes everything switch over to the side
of grace, or even miracles!
“Lord Jesus, I do believe; help me overcome my
unbelief”! Mark 9:24

Exceptional event in Paris! On August 15th, for
the solemnity of the Assumption of Mary, Archbishop
Aupetit of Paris will dedicate the city to the United
Hearts of Jesus and Mary during a Mass celebrated in
the Basilica of the Sacred Heart of Montmartre. The
Archbishop of Paris will also pray for France so that,
under the mantle of Mary and through the current
trials (COVID-19 crisis, awful bioethical laws, etc.),
our nation can find a path of hope and peace. This
dedication is part of a long summer journey of the
statue of Notre Dame de France across the country,
an amazing popular movement that departed from
Lourdes on June 1st and is gathering crowds of all
ages and backgrounds around two carriages that are
carrying the statues.
This original initiative is named “M of Mary”. Its aim
is to revive hope in this troubled period. Before the
consecration, the Virgin Pilgrim spanned the capital
for 5 days, enabling many faithful or anyone curious
about the event to gather and pray together around
Mary. The day of August 15th will end with a night of
prayer for France, in the Basilica of the Sacred Heart
of Montmartre.
England also carried out a similar dedication. In 2018
the statue of Our Lady of Walsingham departed from
the slipper Chapel in Walsingham and visited every
Catholic Cathedral in England for a three day triduum
of prayer. This culminated with England rededicating
itself as the ‘Dowry of Mary’ on March 29, 2020 in
Westminster Cathedral, Walsingham Shrine and other
Cathedrals and Parishes around the country.
Perhaps other countries could adopt this initiative as
well?!
The high places of true power. A few days ago
we welcomed here at home a long-time priest friend
who has a wonderful ministry: he opens up chapels
of perpetual adoration in various parishes. Father
Justo Lofeudo is an “itinerant” priest of the Diocese
of Toulon (France), traveling from country to country
and city to city in response to his ardent desire to
ensure that the Savior is present in the Eucharist
among His people, to be loved and adored day and
night by those who are willing to stand watch with
Him for the world. The true power, of course, is the
power of love: love for the living Christ! When the
apparitions began here, the blessed Mother expressed
her wish that a chapel of perpetual adoration to be
set up in all the parishes. We are still a long way off,
but there is hope! Those who get involved in this
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effort are delighted, given the graces that flow from
this accomplishment in their own lives and the lives
of their loved ones. How could it be any other way?!
Who better than the Creator of the world to bless
His children and spread upon them the beautiful gifts
they thirst for!
Father Justo has dozens of concrete examples,
for he has seen with his own eyes the unexpected
transformation of so many people who have become
“adorers”, sometimes without even knowing Christ
very well. He has seen Jesus working on the inner
emptiness that afflicts so many people today, not to
mention the terrible disease of despair!
Here is one story he told: “A woman was going to
end her life because she saw herself as a complete
failure. At 4 a.m., on a winter’s night, she left her
house, determined to throw herself off a bridge into
the river. But in the darkness, she went the wrong
way and turned right instead of left. Suddenly she
was drawn by a light that she saw. All she could see
was a tiny light and she couldn’t tell that this was a
chapel. Something moved her toward it, and when
she got to the door, she saw that it was open. She
walked in, and suddenly found herself standing before
the Lord! She collapsed, fell to her knees, and began
to cry. In her heart, she understood everything: The
One who called her, the One who stood before her,
is the Resurrection and the Life! Far from committing
suicide, she found hope again, because she was
no longer alone. This happened in 2008 in Prato,
Italy, where there are now two chapels of Perpetual
Adoration.”
Why is this transformative power of the heart so
evident in the lives of those who adore Jesus? Why
do they obtain so many graces and so many benefits
for themselves and for others? Someone walking into
a chapel of perpetual Adoration sees nothing special
there, nothing to attract the senses. People sit,
kneel or stand, motionless, in deep silence. The only
peculiarity is that everyone is staring at a monstrance
placed on a small altar or in an open tabernacle,
and Jesus is there, very humbly, in the form of the
Eucharistic Bread. But His entire divine person, all his
power, all his immense love is concentrated in this
living host… For the whole world, this simple place
becomes a place of healing, liberation, outpouring of
the Holy Spirit, peace, conversion and reconciliation!
Also a place of reparation, so dear to our Lord.
My favorite testimony is that of Trieste, a story that
has become famous in Italy. This city had the highest
rate of suicides in Italy and in all of Europe for that

matter. In 2005, Father Justo launched his first
chapel of perpetual Adoration in the heart of the city.
According to official City Hall reports published in the
local newspapers, within just one year, the number
of suicides dropped dramatically, by more than half!
Yes, these chapels are indeed an oasis of peace in
our stormy and restless world.
Just a simple gaze… When an “adorer” looks at
Jesus, he should know that the rays of life and love
that emanate from the host touch his heart, but do
not stop there! They go far beyond the heart, reaching
out to God’s children present in the city and all over
the world. Jesus is always active, always creating, and
creating anew. Hence the well-known phenomenon
that is still true today: Set up a chapel of perpetual
adoration in a city, and within a few years, the good
gains ground over evil which melts away little by
little, like snow in the sun: a significant decrease in
divorces and all kinds of divisions, abortions, drugs,
thefts, suicides, crimes, Satanism, occult practices,
rapes and other sexual assaults… Where the Evil One
divides, where the homicides reign, on the contrary
God gathers His children and invigorates them. In
Medjugorje, the Mother of God gives the ultimate
key to true ecumenism by recalling that Christ is the
central hub of our unity: “Dear children, today I invite
you to become lovers of the Most Holy Sacrament of
the altar. Adore it, little children, in your parishes,
and thereby you will be united with the whole world.”
(09.25.95)
It’s important to note that it’s not about going there
to “feel something.” Of course, Jesus sometimes
allows us to feel His presence, but not feeling it does
not mean that nothing is happening. If we go to a
Holy Hour with the sincere desire to spend time with
Jesus, to keep Him company (actually, he is in fact
the One who is keeping us company!), even if we end
up there by chance, when we leave we are changed
and enriched with a new peace. In many cases, a
light is shed on a decision we need to make. However,
with God, there is nothing magical or automatic. As
is the case in any truly loving relationship, every
exchange is new and creative, it is about two souls
that mysteriously unite, with moments of sweetness
and moments of struggle. “Watch and pray with me,”
said Jesus to His disciples, “so that you will not fall
into temptation… (Matthew 26:41). It would take
many pages to tell you here about all the benefits of
a Holy Hour for those who commit to it, and also its
healing power for the world.

Saint Faustina tells us: “Nocturnal Adoration today. I
couldn’t attend because of poor health, but before I fell
asleep I united in spirit with the sisters at Adoration.
When I immersed in prayer, I was transported in spirit
to the chapel, and I saw Jesus in the monstrance,
but instead of the monstrance, I saw the glorious
face of the Lord, Who said to me, “What you are
seeing in reality, these souls see through faith. Oh,
how pleasing I find their great faith. You see that,
although ostensibly there is no trace of life in me, yet
in reality the fullness of that life is there, contained in
every Host; but if I am to work in a soul, it must have
faith.” (Diary, § 1419 and 1420)
Faith and trust… 2 major keys to move God’s heart
toward his children and unleash His power of love in
their lives!
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Multiplications keep happening! A worry that
disturbs the peace of so many people today is the
fear of lack of food, or a famine. The economic crisis
caused by the coronavirus has exacerbated poverty
for the poor, and diminished the wealth of many rich
people. Far be it from me to provide an analysis of the
current situation. I simply wish to remind everyone
that the Lord’s arm has not become any shorter,
and that fear should have no place in our hearts as
believers. Two small instances, among many others,
from the One who multiplied the loaves and fishes…
In the spring of 2002, my sister Florence had to take
care of our house in Medjugorje while I was away
on a prolonged mission. Before leaving, I showed
her some thirty audio cassettes that were stored
in a display window, and told her “If pilgrims want
any cassettes, you can offer them these.” I left for
my mission, and when I got back, I found the exact
same number of tapes in the window. “No one came
to get any tapes,” I said, “too bad!” “Actually, she
said, “many pilgrims came, and I sold some almost
every day! I also gave many away for free.” I smiled
in silence, for after so many years of consecration,
I had begun to know the One who is my divine
Bridegroom… She added: “Every time I went to get a
tape, I found the same number!” No comment!
During the same period, her daughter had rented a
room in the city for a fasting and prayer retreat with a
friend for 9 days. They had bought a loaf of bread for
the first day, and in the evening there was some left.
But the next day they didn’t have to buy another loaf
of bread. To their surprise, they found the previous
day’s bread whole, intact, as if it had just come from
the bakery. In short, during their entire retreat, they

never had to buy bread! It reappeared every day.
This being said, they were not so poor that they could
not afford to buy their daily bread. So I asked the
Lord, “Why are you doing this?” And Jesus gave me
to understand that He simply wanted to prepare us
for the difficult times in the future, should significant
shortages occur, for He is as alive today as he was
2,000 years ago. He reminds us of His own words,
inviting us to ask with faith in order to receive in
abundance and – especially – be able to share.
But that isn’t all! Jesus sometimes also multiplies
gasoline in cars, or change in one’s pocket… We see
in the Gospel that He was very laid-back with respect
to earthly goods. When He did not have enough
money to pay the tax for himself and Peter, He did
not make any big calculations because, working with
all His might for the Kingdom of God, He knew that
His Father would not fail to provide for His needs. His
trust in the Father and His active goodness inspired
Him to find the necessary coin in a fish (Matt 17:27).

There is a reason this story is told, because it confirms
the words of Jesus: “But seek first God’s kingdom
and his righteousness, and all of these things will be
provided for you as well.” (Matt 6:33). This does not
only happen in Medjugorje, but in the life of every
true believer. Jesus dreams of giving more and more,
for He loves us so much! Why then underestimate
His goodness, why behave like orphans and fall into
the slavery of fear? To believe means to adhere in
Hebrew, and adhering means to be united with the
One to which one adheres. Faith in God is demanding,
but a source of such joy! You have to ask for it.
God provides not only for our needs with humanly
inexplicable signs, but more often than not through
simple events where one can discern His hand as a
loving and merciful Father… If only the Church lived
with the faith of our fathers, like in the early Church,
moved by the Holy Spirit! They had nothing, but they
had everything!
Your sister, Emmanuel +

Lent with Mother Teresa

What was the first thought you had upon
waking this morning? Were your first coherent
thoughts coloured by negativity, anxiety,
worry, or strife? Did you leap out of bed and
start chiding yourself about the million things
you needed to do before breakfast?
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Mother Teresa asks:
Does your mind and your heart go to Jesus as soon
as you get up in the morning? This is prayer, that you
turn your mind and heart to God. In your times of
difficulties, in sorrows, in sufferings, in temptations,
and in all things, where did your mind and heart
turn first of all? How did you pray? Did you take the
trouble to turn to Jesus and pray, or did you seek
consolations?
No doubt that first sip of your favourite morning
brew beckons to you. But while the kettle boils or
the coffee percolates, take a moment to reorient
yourself, to acknowledge your debt and dependence
upon the One who set the universe in space, who
kept you breathing through the night, who set his
angels to guard your house while you and your family
slept. Prayer is a debt of love, to be sure—and yet
that simple gesture of reminding ourselves that we
are not truly the centre of the universe, holding it all
together, can have a liberating effect.
Good morning, Lord. Thank you for watching over us
last night…
If you’re anything like me, it might take a little effort
to see the “good” in morning. I’ve never been a
“morning person,” and as with most Catholic moms,

What does it mean to be Catholic?
Visit our Facebook: Catholic Discovery NZ
CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRE
www.catholicenquiry.nz

A Moment to Reflect
What’s the first thing you remember about the events
of your morning? Did you feel tired or cheerful,
anxious or at peace? As the day progressed, was
there a good time for you to pause and breathe a
prayer of thanks to God?
The “ACTS” prayer can be a useful tool for staying
in touch with God throughout the day—even just a
sentence or two. As you go through your day, think
about moments when you might turn to God in
adoration, contrition, thanksgiving, and supplication.
How do these prayers change your outlook?
A Moment to Pray
Holy Spirit, you are the sign of God’s love in the
world, guiding me and speaking to me through the
circumstances of my life. Raise my mind to worship,
caution me when I go astray, prompt me when I need
to intercede for another. I thank you for remaining
with me always.
Saint Teresa of Calcutta, pray for us!

my life is replete with late nights, family issues, work
challenges, and physical challenges that could leave
a person scrambling to find something for which to
be thankful.
Yet over the years I’ve learned that my day always
goes better when I stop and thank God anyway.
Starting from a position of thanks and trust in Divine
Providence makes it easier to face whatever is in
store. Besides, I need a regular reminder that I cannot
control or dictate every circumstance of my life—some
things are just beyond my control. And when those
unexpected challenges arise, turning spontaneously
to God to share both thanks and concerns helps me
get through the day, from breakfast to bedtime.
In his book Introduction to the Devout Life, St. Francis
de Sales writes of the importance of lifting the soul
up to God in prayer each day:
Prayer opens the understanding to the brightness of
Divine Light, and the will to the warmth of Heavenly
Love—nothing can so effectually purify the mind from
its many ignorance’s, or the will from its perverse
affections. It is as a healing water which causes the
roots of our good desires to send forth fresh shoots,
which washes away the soul’s imperfections, and
allays the thirst of passion.
How often do you experience healing waters, the
“warmth of Heavenly Love”? Does your day begin
with the siren song of the snooze alarm or a hungry
toddler and throttle on relentlessly until you tumble,
exhausted, into bed? If that happens to you more
often than you’d like to admit, how can you take
advantage of this season to begin a new and healthier
approach to prayer?
Some who are just beginning the discipline of
morning prayer find it helpful to remember the
acronym ACTS (Adoration, Contrition, Thanksgiving,
and Supplication), which provides a simple way to
begin each day:

Heidi Hess Saxton is a writer and editor based in Indiana.
This is taken from her book Lent with Saint Teresa of Calcutta:
Daily Meditations.

I worship you, God, because _______________.
I’m sorry, God, because _________________.
Thank you, God, for __________________.
Help me, God, to __________________.
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5 Christmas Day
Traditions for Catholic
Families
preparations for parties and forget what the
occasion truly means. Christmas is all about the
magnificent gift that God sent for humankind which
is His own son, Jesus Christ.
On Christmas Day, we remember how thousands
of years ago, Jesus was born as a human child.
The birth of Christ marked the beginning of His
journey to redeem us from sin and prepare us for
a life in eternity with our Heavenly Father.
For God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him might
not perish but might have eternal life. John 3:16
One of the simplest things we can do to put the
true meaning of Christmas at the centre of all our
activities is to read and reflect upon the original
Christmas Story in the Bible. Set aside ample time
in your Christmas gatherings to go over the Biblical
story of Jesus’ birth. Ask family members to share
their thoughts and realizations after reading the
story.
As members of the Catholic Faith, we
should all be excited for Christmas Day not
because of the parties, delicious food and
merrymaking but because of the spiritual
meaning behind this holiday. This once-ayear occasion reminds us of Jesus Christ’s
birth, an extraordinary event that shows us
just how much God loves us.
Many families gather together on Christmas day to
celebrate and spend time with one another. Here
are 5 ideas on how you and your family can make
your get-together more meaningful.
Reflect on the Christmas Story
Christmas Season is a busy time and it’s easy
for us to get lost in holiday shopping sprees and

Decorate with Christian Symbols
Many of us decorate our homes to make it more
festive for the holidays and this practice is a great
time for the family to work together and bond. We
can put a more meaningful twist on this popular
tradition by using Christian symbols.
Ask the family to help you in setting up a Nativity
scene in your living room or if you have bigger
ornaments and sculptures you can set it up in the
lawn so others can see the display.
Another well-loved Christmas decoration is the
Christmas tree and you can hang Christian imagery
like crosses, doves and the ichthus symbol on the
branches. If children are helping out, use this as a
time to explain the meaning of these symbols.
Give Religious Gifts to Loved Ones
Gift-giving is another common tradition during
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Christmas time and this opens a wonderful
opportunity for us to share our faith through
presents. Consider giving Christian devotional
books to friends and family to help them grow in
their spiritual journey. These books often come
with a journal section where they can write their
reflections.
Religious jewelry like four-way medals is another
great gift idea and these can serve as a means
to remind the wearer about their devotion to God.
Give younger family members coloring books based
on Bible stories to help encourage them to read the
Bible.

one another grow in our faith.
Make sure to include mass in your activities during
the holidays. This activity is another great way
for us to recall and reflect what Christmas truly is
about.
Do Volunteer Work
Christmas reminds us of how Jesus Christ came to
earth not with the privileges of being divine but as
a humble servant of humankind. Doing volunteer
work during Christmas is a simple way for us follow
Jesus’ footsteps and experience His mission to help
others. You can do this activity on your own or
invite your loved ones to join you. Set aside a few
hours every weekend to help out at a local shelter,
soup kitchen or a charity foundation.
Ask God to reveal what organization is best suited
for your advocacy and skills by praying for guidance.
Contact the group that you are interested in and
ask how you can help out and the schedules they
have available.

Attend Mass as a Family
The Church is a congregation of Christ’s family and
what better way to celebrate Christmas than with
our spiritual family? Going to church lets us hear
God’s Word which is necessary nourishment for our
souls. Mass also unites us with other followers of
Christ and reminds us that we are not alone in our
journey here on earth. There are others who share
our struggles and, more important, we can help

https://www.catholicfaithstore.com/daily-bread/5christmas-day-traditions-for-catholic-families/

Points for Reflection:
To put Christ at the centre of all our
Christmas celebrations and activities,
here are some questions you can reflect
on:
Q: Will my holiday activities bring
me closer to God or will they distract
me from the spiritual meaning of this
occasion?
Q: Will my activities help me become
a better and more faithful follower of
Christ beyond the holiday season?
Q: Will the Christmas gifts I give
strengthen my loved ones’ faith?
Q: How can I make family gatherings
during the holidays more conducive to
spiritual discussions?
Q: What is your favourite thing to do
during Christmas Day?
Q: How do you plan to spend the
holidays this year?
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What is the
Purpose of
the Rosary
in Catholic
Life?

Praying the Rosary

October is the month devoted to the Holy
Rosary. This is the perfect time for us to
reflect upon the meaning of the Rosary
and its significance in our walk of faith.

What is the Rosary?
The Rosary is taken from the Latin word “rosarium”
which means “crown of roses” or “garland of roses.”
To us members of the Catholic Faith, the Rosary is a form
of prayer that we use along with its namesake prayer
beads. When referring to the prayer, the word Rosary is
usually capitalized and when talking about the beads, the
lower-case form is used.
According to pious tradition, the idea of the Rosary was
given to Saint Dominic when the Virgin Mary appeared
to him in an apparition in the year 1214. This Marian
apparition is given the title of Our Lady of the Rosary.
The Dominican priest and theologian Alanus de Rupe
promoted the practice of the Rosary by establishing the
“fifteen rosary promises” and founding several rosary
confraternities.
Devotion to the Rosary is one of the most distinguishable
features of popular Catholic spirituality. The Rosary
inspires us to meditate on the mysteries of the lives of
Jesus and Mary. Meditation is an important part of our lives
as Catholics. According to the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, meditation “engages thought, imagination,
emotion and desire. This mobilization of faculties is
necessary in order to deepen our convictions of faith,
prompt the conversion of our heart and strengthen our
will to follow Christ.”
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The Rosary is a devotion in honour
of the Virgin Mary. It is made up of a
set number of prayers. At the start
of the Rosary are the introductory
prayers which are composed of one
Apostle’s Creed, one Our Father,
three Hail Mary’s and one Glory Be.
In the 16th century, Pope Pius V
established the standard fifteen
Mysteries of the Rosaries which
are grouped into three, the Joyful
Mysteries, the Sorrowful Mysteries
and the Glorious Mysteries.
In 2002, Pope John Paul II added
a set of five to the existing fifteen
mysteries and these became known
as the Luminous Mysteries. Today,
the total number of mysteries is
twenty.

The Rosary and Meditation
All throughout the history of the Catholic Church,
many popes and saints have encouraged praying the
Rosary. As we begin to understand and appreciate
the Rosary and pray it more frequently, we come
to see the true meaning of its meditations. We
begin to appreciate how its prayers are reminders
not only of Mary the Mother of God but of Christ
himself.
Through Mary, we are led to a closer relationship
with her son, Jesus. The Rosary is an invitation
for us to present our needs to God and to love
Him more. When we recite the twelve prayers that
form the decade of the rosary, we need to deeply
reflect on the mystery associated with that decade.
Simple recitation, whether vocally or in silence, is
not enough because we miss the true essence of
the prayers.
Praying the Rosary therefore is not just simply
about reciting prayers. It involves reflecting on the
grace of God. Praying is a powerful act that lets us
develop and strengthen our relationship with God
and the Rosary offers the same beautiful reward.
By praying the Rosary, we meditate on the events
in the life of Jesus Christ and this lets us know God
more.
When we are unaware of the meditation aspect
of the Rosary, we reduce the prayer to an empty,
repetitive and meaningless gesture. In Matthew
6:7, Jesus Christ forbids us to practice prayer in
meaningless and repetitive babbles. It is precisely
the reflective nature of the Rosary that distinguishes
it as a powerful and profound way of praying.
Rosaries are not just beads or a prayer that we
recite during the month of October. Many spiritual
battles have been won because of this symbolic
act. Many hearts have been touched and many
discouraged people have been uplifted because of
the Rosary.

The Joyful Mysteries
The Joyful Mysteries include the Annunciation
(Luke 1:26-38), the Visitation (Luke 1:40-56),
the Nativity (Luke 2:6-20), the Presentation
of Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2:21-39), and
the Finding of the child Jesus in the Temple
(Luke 2:41-51).
The Sorrowful Mysteries
Then comes the Sorrowful Mysteries include
the Agony in the Garden (Matthew 26:36-46),
the Scourging (Matt. 27:26), the Crowning
with Thorns (Matt. 27:29), the Carrying of
the Cross (John 19:17), and the Crucifixion
(Luke 23:33-46).
The Glorious Mysteries
The third mystery is Glorious Mysteries which
are the Resurrection (Luke 24:1-12), the
Ascension (Luke 24:50-51), the Descent of
the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4), the Assumption
of Mary into heaven (Rev. 12), and her
Coronation (Rev. 12:1).
The Luminous Mysteries
Include the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan,
the Wedding at Cana, Jesus’ Proclamation of
the Kingdom of God, the Transfiguration and
the Institution of the Eucharist.

https://www.catholicfaithstore.com/daily-bread/purposerosary-catholic-life/
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GOSPEL, CHURCH
AND ANTI-CHURCH
“Give therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
and to God the things that are God’s.”
(Mt. 22: 21)
that we might receive adoption as sons. And because
This day is World Mission Sunday and Catholics you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into
throughout the whole world are invited to pray and our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So through God
sacrifice in support of the Church’s missionary efforts. you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then
Today, even the poorest parishes around the world an heir (Gal. 4:4-7).
give from their poverty to support the propagation The Church proclaims the fatherhood of God revealed
of the Gospel; and so give to God the things that to us by the Son in the power of the Holy Spirit and
are God’s. What can we possibly give to God who through her sacraments makes this fatherhood a
possesses all things? First and foremost, our worship reality for the children of the Church. Through our
and adoration. When we give Him this we give Him adoption, our divine filiation, we are able to call God
everything for we acknowledge Him as Lord. The our Father; and as this relationship is nurtured and
earliest proclamation of the Gospel was simply this: grows, we produce the fruits of holiness and these
Jesus is Lord! The term for this is kerygma, and what benefit the whole world. The charity of Christians
this means very simply is that salvation is ours in speaks for itself; it is unparalleled. The empirical
evidence of history shows that our Judeo-Christian
Jesus Christ; that we place the totality
of our lives under His sovereignty or
“It is not an heritage has done immeasurable good for
the whole world. Nevertheless, in a world
kingship.
exaggeration where a culture of repudiation of the past
We serve the mission of the Church as
the universal sacrament of salvation by to say that we prevails, all too often facts are ignored
and even suppressed. The challenges that
professing the truth of our faith and living
have entered
we face as people of faith are great; for
this truth in all charity. This is our work of
into
a
time
of
this reason we must trust all the more in
faith and labour of love and steadfastness
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Thes.
tribulation.” the strength that comes from Christ Our
Saviour and dedicate ourselves with even
1:3). Our Lord Jesus Christ is not just a
man; He is God the Son who for us men and for our greater zeal to the work of faith and labour of love
salvation came down from heaven and by the Holy and steadfastness of hope in Our Lord Jesus Christ (1
Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became Thess. 1:4). The repudiation of tradition that for the
man. Through holy baptism and grace, we who most part has characterised the life of most Western
profess our faith in Him become sons and daughters nations, including ours, has weakened societies
of God. In our tradition this is spoken of as our divine that were once unmistakably Christian in character.
filiation. St John the Beloved Disciple declares: See This repudiation of tradition has also weakened the
what love the Father has given us, that we should Church; so much so, that many wonder whether the
be called children of God; and so we are (1 Jn. 3:1). Church is now at the service of the New World Order.
And St Paul summarizes the whole of the Christian I know that many of you are confused, and even
Mystery as it relates to anyone who comes to the dismayed by what you read and hear; by the
truth of Christ: When the time had fully come, God publication of documents that fail even to acknowledge
sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born under the the spiritual and transcendent dimension of Christian
law, to redeem those who were under the law, so life. Do not give in to discouragement because

By Pater Ignotus - October 18, 2020.
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Fatherhood of the One True God, One and Triune.
The Venerable Servant of God Bishop Fulton Sheen
warned us of the spirit of the antichrist in our times:
Because his religion will be brotherhood without the
fatherhood of God, he will deceive even the elect. He
will set up a counter-church which will be the ape
of the Church, because he, the Devil, is the ape of
God. It will have all the notes and characteristics of
the Church, but in reverse and emptied of its divine
content.
Making our own the endurance of the saints, we
will do everything that we can to defend, affirm and
promote the divine content of the Christian Faith
which rests upon our belief in the divinity of Our
Saviour Jesus Christ. The more unbelief attacks Thy
divinity, the more humbly and profoundly we shall
adore it, O Divine Heart of Jesus. So we pray at
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament every week.
In a vision that took place exactly two hundred
years ago (October 1820), Blessed Anne Catherine
Emmerich a prophet for our times said: Even if there
should remain but one true Christian, the Church
would again triumph, since its foundations were not
cast in the intellect of councils of men. She had never
been without members praying and suffering for her.
Let us resolve today to be that one true Christian; one
who before the Lord, especially Our Eucharistic Lord
humbly says, ‘Thou art my Lord and my God’. We do
not worship the state, nor any earthly power. It is
upon this divinely revealed truth of Our Lord’s divinity
that we establish our life and seek to establish the
Kingdom of God. This is how we give to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that
are God’s’ (Mt. 22: 21).
https://catholicinsight.com/gospel-church-and-anti-church/

heartlight.org

discouragement is the first arm of the devil. We
possess the truth of the Gospel not in word only, but
also in power and in the Holy Spirit with full conviction
(1 Thess. 1:5). The times are such that each one of
us has to resolve to imitate to a degree that is heroic
the endurance of the saints, those who keep the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus (Rev.
14:12). The deeper our faith, the greater our hope.
In fact, this patient endurance now in this confused
and disoriented time is our participation in the great
commission: Go therefore and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am
with you always, to the close of the age (Mt. 28:1920). Our Lord is still with us, especially through the
grace of the sacraments and so we are full of hope,
despite the hardships we endure. We must take to
heart the very same words Our Lord addressed to His
disciples just before His sacred Passion: ‘In the world
you have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world’ (Jn. 16:33).
It is not an exaggeration to say that we have entered
into a time of tribulation. The great apostasy has
taken place and the temptations we face are subtle.
In the interests of the common good we are being
pressured and coerced slowly and by degrees to
compromise and accommodate. The spirit of the
antichrist is at work. The antichrist is the one who
denies the Father and the Son (1 Jn. 2:22); and so,
we battle against this spirit by living out our divine
filiation in the Holy Spirit with full conviction; and
so, formed by divine teaching, we call God, Father.
This is the truth revealed by our Saviour that unites
humanity in the bond of faith and charity. There
cannot be brotherhood among men, if it excludes the
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Humble and little
in the hands of God
One quiet evening, I was watching the lighted
fountains outside Vivocity with my son, Evan. At 10
months old, Evan is fascinated with water features,
and so were many children other getting themselves
soaked by standing over the fountain jets. For one
particular child who was with his father, each time
the fountain stopped momentarily, his father would
exclaim, “Hari, go, go!”, and he would run across the
fountain in an attempt to not get wet. There were
many times when Hari’s father misestimated the
timings, causing Hari to run straight into an active
spray. But he never doubted his father. He retained
a sense of dependence, trust, and wonder – a childlike simplicity and an unwavering faith.
What is Simple Faith?
I was comforted by the scene and felt that it broadly
represented what it means to have

simple faith.

What is simple faith? One Saint whom we often turn
to for spiritual inspiration in this regard is St Thérèse
of Lisieux. While taking some time to read ‘Story of
a Soul’, a publication of the writings and reflections
of St Thérèse after her death, I often found the
idea of ‘simple faith’ associated with the image of
‘childhood’, and ‘the little way’, which together form a
central construct used in communicating the spiritual
journey of St Thérèse. Through reading the book, I
Would you like to pray

The LITTLE OFFICE
of the
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY?
(a devotion practised since the 10th Century)
A Pocket Edition is now available
in contemporary english
$5.00 (p.p.free in NZ)
Send Name & Address to:
‘BVM’ P.O. Box 88, Whitianga 3510

found lessons in three domains: love, humility and
suffering.
Simple faith and love
St Thérèse of Lisieux teaches us to recognise God
at the centre of our human experience, as love. The
little ways of St Thérèse often seem quotidien and
mundane, and St Thérèse sometimes reflects on this
in seemingly diminutive ways. Yet such love, e.g.
smiling at her fellow Carmelite sisters whom she
could not get along with, demands a fidelity that is
tireless and true. Understanding that our capacity to
love ultimately stems from the Father, we can then
express it in ways that are more pleasing to God.
Simple faith and humility
The little way was revealed to St Thérèse through
Scripture, particularly when Jesus identified from the
crowd a little child and said to his disciples, “Unless
you be converted and become as little children, you
shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.” St Thérèse
writes that, “Holiness does not consist in one exercise
or another, but in a disposition of the heart which
renders us humble and little in the hands of God.”
It was only through reading the writings of St Thérèse
that I felt that I understood what true humility
entailed. Her image of herself (e.g. a drop of dew,
a little flower) as ‘little’ did not stem from poor selfesteem, but a much more profound disposition which
enabled St Thérèse to accept weakness and to put
herself in the hands of God’s love and mercy. It is
about recognising our limitations, looking to God as
a little child would from his/her father. Such a child
never tires of approaching the Lord.
Simple faith and suffering
Suffering, pain, and death can sometimes dull our
consciousness of God’s love. St Thérèse taught me
that there is a place for suffering in our relationship
with God. The bible is replete with examples of human
suffering, and it is often the concept of acceptance,
and leaving ourselves in God’s hands, that reunites
ourselves with God and is a means by which we can
learn how to help others.
From Suffering to Prayer: Mother Mary and the
Rosary
One theme that unites Mother Mary and St Thérèse
is that of simple faith. Luke 1:26-38 recounts the first
joyful mystery, the annunciation. In verse 38, Mother
Mary tells the Angel Gabriel, “You see before you the
Lord’s servant, let it happen to me as you have said.”
16
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Over 200 Catholics are offering Catholics “B & B” for $35.00 one person, or $30.00 per person for 2 or more
persons per night, includes continental breakfast. This is a wonderful way for Catholics to meet and enjoy the
company of other Catholics. If you wish to become a host or if you wish to purchase a book with all the details of
hosts, the cost is $15, includes postage, contact or order from Marie Anderson, 2 Brent Place, Christchurch, 8053.
Phone: 03 3595 541, email: marie.ian@xtra.co.nz.

Mother Mary’s fiat, which means “let it be” in Latin,
shows us her willing acceptance of the news. Mother
Mary completely trusted God, in simple faith, even
though the mystery of the Immaculate Conception
must have deeply confounded her at that point in
time.
St Thérèse had devotion to Mary and turned to her
in prayer as a mother. One interesting fact I learned
was that at the age of 10, St Thérèse was very ill, but
experienced a cure through Mary’s intercession. She
wrote that the statue of Mother Mary in her bedroom
smiled at her, and from that moment she no longer
experienced the troubles and anxiety of that period.
My own personal experience has also helped me to
see suffering and prayer through the lens of simple
faith. I was particularly in need of God’s Grace
when two-month old Evan was sent to the ICU for
a significant but unexplained bleeding in the brain.
He received emergency treatment, including blood
transfusion and held on to his life, while doctors tried
to figure out what caused his condition. We spent a
week camping on benches outside the ICU, and it
was a struggle to make sense of what was happening
during those long nights that were seemingly bleak
and void of hope.
The turn of events stripped me of self-reliance and
self-centredness, and helped me to see God’s grace
work in unexpected ways. On the second day when
Evan was admitted into ICU and fighting for his life,
we called Fr Henry Siew, who came down promptly
the same afternoon to baptise Evan together with
anointing of the sick. It was aptly the Feast Day
of the Baptism of the Lord. With simple faith, we
turned to God and managed to tide through, with the
prayers of family and friends, who in turn gathered
many others to pray for Evan. It was a humbling
experience beyond measure; I truly felt God’s Grace
flowing through my community of faith: SOWERS.
One of the key prayers that I turned to was the
Rosary. History has many examples of the power of
the Rosary seen in its effects, ranging from favours
granted to individuals through its devout recitation,

to the Battle of Lepanto on 7 Oct 1571 to which the
Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary and the month of
the Rosary can be attributed. Combining simple faith
with devotion through the rosary brought comfort,
acceptance, and peace. And through God’s abundant
blessings, Evan is recovering and rehabilitating well.
Trust in God
Daily life, at times mundane and at other times
extraordinary, is woven with aspiration, trials,
setbacks, and success. Life would be immensely
difficult if we don’t adopt a sense of dependence,
trust, and wonder in God. The 1970 Beatles song,
‘Let It Be’, has the lines: “When I find myself in times
of trouble, Mother Mary comes to me, speaking words
of wisdom, ‘Let it be’. And in my hour of darkness
she is standing right in front of me, speaking words
of wisdom, ‘Let it be’.” Let’s turn to Mother Mary
and St Thérèse of Lisieux for inspiration to have the
disposition to do our best and leave the rest to God.
Benjamin Gan. This story was first published on
SOWERS newsletter October 2019. https://stories.catholic.sg/
faith-in-action/humble-and-little-in-the-hands-of-god/
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COPING
WITH GRIEF

read and reflect on a chosen scripture passage. They
then share their thoughts, if they choose to. This gives
them time and space to express their sorrow and talk
about their faith with others who have also suffered the
loss of a child. Every session is closed with a prayer.

through Faith

There is no obligation to speak during these walkin sessions, or even to attend them regularly. Any
bereaved parent is welcome, no matter how long ago
it happened, no matter how old the child was, and

Greg and Elizabeth Krygsman lost their 24-year-old son

no matter what the circumstances were. Pieta also

suddenly in 2015. They were blessed to have family and

welcomes non-Catholics, as long as they are open to

friends come together to help with the arrangements for

the group’s faith expressions. “Just come” is the team’s

sending Andrew off. Yet, despite the support the couple

personal invitation.

received, they realised that they needed a deeper level

Outside of the meetings, the team also helps parents

of accompaniment as they grappled with questions

cope with the loss of a child by offering a listening ear

about their loss.

and sharing their own coping strategies.

They also received help through counselling, individually

Being Part of the Church’s Care for Families

and as a couple. But they sensed that, in the mystery of

As Pieta embarks on their journey as the newest family

death, faith was essential to their healing. No one could

ministry in the local archdiocese, a special blessing was

answer that burning question – why?

arranged for them during a Mass for the Family at the

Paths that Lead to New Experiences

Cathedral of the Good Shepherd on 27 February this

“In a crisis like this, you blame God,” said Greg. “The

year.

path splits into two, and you can either move closer

“I was very moved by the blessing Pieta received during

to Him or away from Him. I had to make a conscious

the commissioning,” said Valerie. “I recalled my despair

decision to not give up.”

after losing Ning, but as I stood before the altar in the

The Krygsmans found themselves on a new path soon

cathedral, I felt whole again.”

after meeting two other couples who had had similar

The blessing was arranged by the Archdiocesan

experiences. Valerie Lim and her husband had lost their

Commission for the Family (ACF), which aims to lead,

16-month-old daughter, Ning, in 1999. Audrey Kuang
and her husband had lost three children: Carys lived for
just one day; another child was lost in a miscarriage;
and 10-month-old Davey died after heart surgery.
“In our search, the Holy Spirit led us to find Valerie
and Audrey, who provided the community support and
shared experience that we needed in our grief journey,”
said Elizabeth.
In December 2016, Greg, Elizabeth, Valerie and Audrey
started a support group, Pieta, named after the famous
sculpture of Mother Mary cradling her dead son in her
arms in sorrow and surrender. They reach out to other
bereaved parents with the aim of seeking God’s wisdom
and comfort together, patiently through prayer. Good
Shepherd Sister Elizabeth Lim is the group’s spiritual
director.
“At the time of loss, we can’t see the value of submission
or put our trust in God,” said Valerie. “But, somehow, it
finds its way into our hearts as we wait in faith.”
The group meets at the Agape Village every fourth
Tuesday of the month. At each session, those present
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support and synergise the efforts of the various family

figured out.

groups and ministries in the archdiocese.

“I feel inadequate when I meet another grieving couple,”

Pieta’s founders hope that more people will become

said Greg.

aware of the support group’s existence. Remaining

“We’re all still healing; we’re not there yet,” said Audrey.

connected to God, they believe, even if at first it was in

“I’d stopped talking to God. I was just physically in

anger, was what really helped them, and they are keen

church. But God has been slowly reeling me back in.”

to share their experience to help others.

As a community, let us spread the word about these

It is a delicate mission: the healing process is slow and

courageous people and pray for them and their mission.
https://stories.catholic.sg/encountering-god/coping-with-griefthrough-faith/

difficult, and every parent’s experience is different.
The founders themselves do not pretend to have it all

Interview with Archbishop Hoser
on Medjugorje
This interview with Archbishop Henryk Hoser, the
Apostolic Visitor with a special role for the parish
of Medjugorje, first appeared on the official
Medjugorje website (medjugorje.hr).
Your Excellency, I thank you for giving us
this interview. The world stopped before
coronavirus, so can you tell us, do you see
something positive, something good that can
develop out of this great drama we are living
right now?
The epidemics has surprised us with the extend and
it affected the whole world and we call it pandemics.
In this moment, most of the countries have been
touched by this virus, most of the societies too and
there is absence of social and economic life. However,
on the other side, faithful feel also limitations when
it comes to religious practices, churches are closed,
there are strict rules and only few people are able to
be in a church at the same time. This situation has
not been seen before because in the past, regardless
of wars or natural catastrophes that affected people
they always rushed into the churches and now they
cannot. Nevertheless, they can all be at home now
and this is opportunity for families to be together,
those who did not have opportunity before, due to
the busy lifestyle of parents, activities of children, and
this all led to many broken family relationships. Many
parents did not talk to their children and children
did not talk to their parents, brothers and sisters did
not meet together, there were no family meals and
prayers. This moment is the opportunity for families
to be renewed in their lives and this is unique time.

Besides all statistics of those who were infected,
healed, statistics regarding economy and the future,
on the other hand side we have a sign for the whole
world. This is all a great shock to all those who seemed
to be ruling over this world, for those who created the
only ideology that is important today – the ideology
of the profit, which was the purpose of the entire
world economy and now all those dominating lobbies
have been crashed in a certain way. We are going
through one great spiritual renewal, that requires of
us to reflect on our way of life and our consumption
way of life and the civilisation of the garbage that
devastates the world, as well as of the ideas that are
a sort of a garbage. In this time, we can all return to
basics, we can reflect now when we are not able to
receive sacraments and when we long for that. This
is something that takes place in Medjugorje too.
Pilgrims used to come to Medjugorje throughout the
whole year and now they are no longer able, but they
can be connected to Medjugorje in their homes or in
smaller groups. There is a live streaming service that
more than 3 million people follow, which is quite a big
number and can we, therefore say that we live some
new reality in Medjugorje?
Medjugorje in these days looks empty and there
are not many people in the streets, no pilgrims and
people of Medjugorje cannot be in the church due to
sanitary demands. However, those families are big
families with several different generations, and they
all pray together every day, particularly the rosary.
This Medjugorje liturgy is broadcasted to the whole
world too – Holy Mass and Adorations and this is how
the connection between Medjugorje, and pilgrims is
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kept, between all those who are longing for this place
and anticipate the time when they would be able to
return there.
This time last year, on May 12, we recall the
day when Pope Francis approved pilgrimages
to Medjugorje. Archbishop, can you recall that
event, great for each one of us?
This was such a great joy for us all in Medjugorje
and I remember we had a privilege of announcing
this statement of the Holy See in Medjugorje church
of St. James, patron saint of pilgrims. I will remind
you of the content of that statement – there are no
obstacles in organising pilgrimages to Medjugorje
and all categories of the Church officials, starting with
the cardinals, archbishops and bishops, priests from
all over the world, all people were allowed to come
to Medjugorje. Indeed, in that place people find what
they lost in their lives and they encounter someone
who waits for the there – God, our Lord Jesus and the
Mother of God. This was a great joy that expanded all
over the world for it brings the universal role of this
shrine where people from all of the continents come.
We are happy about this and this reflects the future
of Medjugorje that needs to live in the rhythm of the
heart of the universal Church.
Looking back at the year that is behind us, how
do you see this decision and its fruits?
This decision has brought the visible fruits and there
was the increase in the number of pilgrims as well
as priests who come with them, there were also
many esteemed Church officials, beginning with the
Youth Festival and in the following months up to
this pandemic. I presume, once this is over, pilgrims
would return to Medjugorje, very charismatic place,
for it is the place where the light of the Gospel shines
– the light of the Christ.
This week is full of Marian events, on May 13
we commemorate the anniversary of Fatima
apparitions and the assassination attempt on
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John Paul II. Do you recall that tragic event,
what happened then and where were you at
that time?
At that time, I was in missions in Ruanda. This
was a tragic news that paralysed us in a way,
ArchbishopAndré Perraudin told me that during our
meeting in one of the parishes. We all prayed for the
healing of John Paul II as we dramatically lived the
coming hours and days when he fought for his life
in the hospital Gemelli, as well as during his slow
and painful rehabilitations. Pope was later on able
to return to his daily obligations, but already in the
hospital, from his window he blessed all those who
prayed for him and stood outside the hospital.
It was John Paul II who said that Our Lady’s
hand redirected the bullet that Ali Agce shot at
him and this is how he survived as the bullet
avoided his vital organs.
Yes, Holy Father was saying that Our Lady redirected
the bullet that did not hit his vital organs and this
bullet was engraved in the crown of Our Lady in
Fatima, for the assassination attempt happened on
the feast of Fatima apparitions and John Paul was
very devoted to Our Lady, his motto wasTotusTuus
Mary – all yours, Mary. He lived the profound Marian
spirituality all of his life, something that he received
from his home upbringing. While he worked in the
quarry, he always had a book of Louis de Montfort on
devotion to Our Lady, and later on this was something
he developed more and more in his pontificate in the
20th century, all in the spirit of the Second Vatican
Council and Lumen Gentium, 8th chapter – this used
to be the starting point of his entire reflection. Also,
he succeeded another Marian Pope, Paul VI, who was
aware that post-council crisis causes escape from the
Marian devotions, that suddenly seemed unworthy
and irrelevant to the intellectuals of the opened
Church and that is why Pope Paul VI released three
important documents regarding Marian cult, “Marias
cultus.“ John Paul II was entrusting himself to Mary
from the very beginning and he often travelled to her
shrines, like when he visited Mexico for the first time
only to go visit Our Lady of Guadalupe. Later on,
he continued to visit Marian shrines in his pontificate
and thanks to him, the mosaic of the Mater Ecclesiae
was placed on St. Peter’s Square. This all shows how
much he loved the Blessed Virgin Mary.
The pontificate of John Paul II was at the
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time when devotions in Medjugorje began.
Archbishop, are you familiar with the opinion
of John Paul II and Medjugorje apparitions?
From the very beginning, John Paul was very inclined
and interested in Medjugorje, for all the events we
discover today as the Marian cult present here in
devotion to the Queen of Peace is deeply rooted in
Fatima apparitions. Today we recall those events, the
anniversary of the apparitions in the valley of peace
in 1917, and eight days afterwards, Pope Benedict
XV introduced invocation the Queen of Peace in the
Litanies of the Blessed Virgin Mary. These apparitions
protected our future from the conflicts, invited us
to conversion and conversion is the state of peace
between God and man – God’s peace in man’s heart.
The restlessness is first created in each of us and
radiates in a negative way around us. Unless we
reconcile with God, with our neighbours, we would
not be able to live with the others as with the children
of the same God.
Speaking of Fatima, I need to ask you something
that people find quite disturbing. Do we know
all of the apparitions from Fatima, has all what
the Mother of God wanted to convey to us been
published?
I think that the mystery is something we discover
only partially, in that sense we do not have any
absolute certainty, but all that was revealed shows
the purpose of these apparitions for the world today
especially, since the apparitions take place in the
apocalyptic future, in the constant battle between
good and evil, constant battle for Christ’s Kingdom,
so His opponent, the Prince of this World, would no
longer exist.
Let us go back to Medjugorje. Many pilgrims
wonder if the Youth Festival and the other
events would be held this year?
We are all longing for the Youth Festival, for that was

the most important event in the whole liturgical year
in Medjugorje, but we depend on this pandemic and
its development. If this situation lasts, unfortunately
this year we would be able to have only same virtual
encounter with Medjugorje, not real when people
would be able to come. Now the borders are still
closed and the transport does not function, there are
no conditions for coming to Medjugorje and most
probably the Youth Festival will not be held this year.
When can we expect the final decision
regarding the Youth Festival?
Perhaps in the end of June, for people need to
have time for preparation, everything needs to be
organised in Medjugorje and pilgrims need to have
all documents necessary too for this trip and coming
to Medjugorje.
Anything you would like to say to our viewers,
pilgrims of Medjugorje, friends of this place?
Dear friends of Medjugorje, dear pilgrims and
parishioners, I speak to you with a plea to continue
living in the spirit of hope, for Medjugorje has an
obligation to bring hope to people, God’s hope, for He
is the one who leads us all with great love and mercy,
who sends us Mother of God so she would bring us
all to Him. She, in Medjugorje, has been pointing to
Jesus all the time and I ask you all to be those who
would sow peace, trust and God’s vicinity in these
moments. Please look at your vineyards and olive
gardens that remind so much of the Holy Land where
Jesus lived. He continues to walk with us throughout
the centuries, He sends us His Mother to protect us,
for her to be patroness of our inner, family and social
peace. We continue to be connected, through the
media who are active in these days all the time, all
so you would continue to be spiritually connected to
Medjugorje, praying for the moment when we would
meet there again to thank God for all the gifts we
received.
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All the Difference in The World
Every Sunday morning I take a light jog around a
park near my home. There’s a lake located in one
corner of the park. Each time I jog by this lake, I
see the same elderly woman sitting at the water’s
edge with a small metal cage sitting beside her.

making a difference.”
“But don’t most freshwater turtles live their whole
lives with algae and scum hanging from their shells?”
I asked.
“Yep, sadly, they do,” she replied.
I scratched my head. “Well then, don’t you think
your time could be better spent? I mean, I think
your efforts are kind and all, but there are fresh
water turtles living in lakes all around the world.
And 99% of these turtles don’t have kind people
like you to help them clean off their shells. So, no
offense… but how exactly are your localized efforts
here truly making a difference?”
The woman giggled aloud. She then looked down
at the turtle in her lap, scrubbed off the last piece
of algae from its shell, and said, “Sweetie, if this
little guy could talk, he’d tell you I just made all the
difference in the world.”
The moral: You can change the world – maybe not
all at once, but one person, one animal, and one
good deed at a time. Wake up every morning and
pretend like what you do makes a difference.
It does. Author unknown

This past Sunday my curiosity got the best of me,
so I stopped jogging and walked over to her. As I
got closer, I realized that the metal cage was in fact
a small trap. There were three turtles, unharmed,
slowly walking around the base of the trap. She
had a fourth turtle in her lap that she was carefully
scrubbing with a spongy brush.
“Hello,” I said. “I see you here every Sunday
morning. If you don’t mind my nosiness, I’d love to
know what you’re doing with these turtles.”
She smiled. “I’m cleaning off their shells,” she
replied. “Anything on a turtle’s shell, like algae or
scum, reduces the turtle’s ability to absorb heat and
impedes its ability to swim. It can also corrode and
“Wow! That’s really nice of you!” I exclaimed.
She went on: “I spend a couple of hours each
Sunday morning, relaxing by this lake and helping
these little guys out. It’s my own strange way of
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Ad te beáte Joseph by Pope Leo XIII

A Prayer to
St Joseph
for Protection in
Times of Tribulation
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To thee, O blessed Joseph, do we have recourse
in our tribulation, and, having implored the help of
thy thrice-holy Spouse, we confidently invoke thy
patronage also.
By that charity wherewith thou wast united to the
immaculate Virgin Mother of God, and by that fatherly
affection with which thou didst embrace the Child
Jesus, we beseech thee and we humbly pray, that thou
wouldst look graciously upon the inheritance which
Jesus Christ hath purchased by His Blood, and assist us
in our needs by thy power and strength.
Most watchful guardian of the Holy Family,
protect the chosen people of Jesus Christ; keep far
from us, most loving father, all blight of error and
corruption: mercifully assist us from Heaven, most
mighty defender, in this our conflict with the powers
of darkness; and, even as of old thou didst rescue
the Child Jesus from the supreme peril of His life, so
now defend God’s Holy Church from the snares of
the enemy and from all adversity; keep us one and
all under thy continual protection, that we may be
supported by thine example and thine assistance,
may be enabled to lead a holy life, die a happy death
and come at last to the possession of everlasting
blessedness in Heaven. Amen.
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The Eucharist is essential for us:
it is Christ who wishes to enter our lives
and fill us with his grace.
– Pope Francis
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Myriam Media Ministries
4 We have a full range of audio and video tapes of all Eucharistic Conventions, DVDs from EWTN
Catholic TV, Saints, Church teaching, World Youth Day, Pope Benedict’s inauguration, children’s
Programme, etc.
4 Sister Emmanuel’s talks are available on CDs and audio tapes
4 Stressed? Oppressed? Bless! – Fr Donald Calloway’s incredible testimony – The miracle of the Rosary
4 Joyful Mysteries – Witness of a Professional Sinner - 1 tape $8.oo each or 2 or more $6.oo each
4 The Rosary with Medjugorje with Luminous mysteries on CD $15.oo
4 Books: Souls in Purgatory – donation

Contact: Myriam Media Ministries,
10 Park Ave, Birkenhead, North Shore City 0626. Phone/Fax 09-418 3428

*Important reminder*
When writing to us or sending us new names and/or addresses, please:
- Include your Return Address
- NAMES & ADDRESSES MUST BE IN CAPITAL LETTERS, BLOCK LETTERS

a Have you enjoyed reading this issue? a Is it helping you in your spiritual life?
a Do you think others would benefit from reading it?
What about passing it on to someone or leave it in any church porch/foyer or anywhere else,
so others can read it too.
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