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The Medjugorje Story
On the evening of 24 June 1981, in the
parish of St James in Medjugorje, six
young people claimed to have seen the
Blessed Virgin Mary on Podbrdo Hill.

the parish of Medjugorje and the world. All six still
claim apparitions, though only three of them now on
a daily basis, and each of the six says that he or she
has received, or is in the process of receiving, ten
secrets. The first of the secrets is to be revealed to
the world through Mirjana Dragicevic, and the third
is said to be concerned with a permanent sign that
will authenticate the apparitions and be a help to
conversion, and will be evident to all at Medjugorje.
The visionaries say that Our Lady identifies herself
to them as the Queen of Peace.
As a result of these claims, more than forty million
people have visited Medjugorje from all over
the world and there have been many assertions
regarding remarkable signs and wonders, cures
and spiritual healing. There is no doubt at all that
those millions of people have found a pilgrimage to
Medjugorje one of the most spiritually significant
experiences of their lives.

The next day four of the six alleged another meeting
with Our Lady, and said they spoke with her. On this
occasion, the four teenagers (three girls and a boy)
were joined by another young boy and a teenage
girl. These six became the definitive visionaries in
Medjugorje; they are Ivanka Ivankovic, Mirjana
Dragicevic, Vicka Ivankovic, Ivan Dragicevic, Marija
Pavlovic and Jakov Colo.
Since 1981, these six young people have been the
centre of world attention, and medical and scientific
studies. Their principal claim is that practically every
day to the present time, our Blessed Lady has been
appearing to one or more of them, and that from
her they have received thousands of messages for

We acknowledge and accept that the authority regarding the authenticity of apparitions, locutions and related messages as well as
all private revelations from Our Lord, Our Lady or any Saint rests with the Holy See of Rome whose final judgement we will respect
and obey. We also affirm our total allegiance to our One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, our Priests and Bishops and our Holy
Father, Pope Francis.
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THE MEDJUGORJE MESSAGE

THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY PROPOSES A SIX-POINT PROGRAMME:
1. Faith - Belief in God and in the supernatural. It is your true vision. Therefore live by it.
2. Commitment to God - Let Him direct your life. Begin by turning away from sin in true
conversion and repentance.
3. Prayer - Regular Mass, monthly confession, daily rosary and dedication to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
4. Fasting - Bread and water on Fridays (and Wednesdays) if you can. If not, at least cut back or
practice some other form of self denial.
5. Peace - In your own heart, in your family and neighbourhood and workplace, in all your human
relations and reaching out to the war-stricken world.
6. The Holy Bible - We should read part of the Holy Scripture every day.

THE MESSAGES OF MARY ARE ADDRESSED NOT ONLY TO CATHOLICS
BUT TO THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE, REGARDLESS OF BELIEFS OR RELIGION.

Our Lady’s Messages
May 25, 2020
“Dear children!
Pray with me for a new life for all of you. In your hearts, little children, you know what needs to be changed.
Return to God and His Commandments, so that the Holy Spirit may change your lives and the face of this earth,
which is in need of renewal in the Spirit. Little children, be prayer for all those who do not pray; be joy for all
those who do not see the way out; be carriers of light in the darkness of this peaceless time. Pray and seek the
help and protection of the saints so that you also could yearn for Heaven and heavenly realities. I am with you
and am protecting and blessing all of you with my motherly blessing.
Thank you for having responded to my call.”

June 25, 2020
“Dear children!
I am listening to your cries and prayers, and am interceding for you before my Son Jesus, who is the Way, the
Truth and the Life. Return, little children, to prayer and open your hearts in this time of grace and set out on the
way of conversion. Your life is passing and, without God, does not have meaning. This is why I am with you to
lead you towards holiness of life, so that each of you may discover the joy of living. I love you all, little children,
and am blessing you with my motherly blessing.
Thank you for having responded to my call.”

July 25, 2020
“Dear children!
In this peaceless time in which the devil is harvesting souls to draw them to himself, I am calling you to
persevering prayer, so that in prayer you discover the God of love and hope. Little children, take the Cross in your
hands. May it be your encouragement for love to always win, in a special way now when the Cross and faith are
rejected. You be a reflection and an example with your lives that faith and hope are still alive and a new world of
peace is possible. I am with you and intercede for you before my Son, Jesus.
Thank you for having responded to my call.”
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From the Editor:
Dear Friends of Medjugorje News,
Many blessings to all our wonderful readers. We are living in a world of
continual change and uncertainty. We seem to have missed so much
of what the rest of the world is facing as far as Covid 19 is concerned,
medically speaking, but we are starting to feel the economic side of
Covid 19. I keep asking The Lord each night what are the lessons and
blessings that he wanted me to see today, and I know he is continuing
to help and guide each and everyone of us as we journey each day and
only He knows what lies ahead for each of us. All He and Our Lady ask
of us is pray, pray, pray.
I just finished reading ‘THE FINAL CHOICE’ by CARALISE TRAYES.
This is the most amazing book that everyone should read before the
referendum in September. I thought I knew what the referendum was all
about until I read this unbiased, professional and thoroughly researched
book. Go to her facebook page at fb.com/TheFinalChoiceBook. If you
want to be informed about how this is going to affect New Zealand if this
law is passed, then go to her facebook page or buy her book online so
you can make an informed decision. Share this important information with as many people
as you can.
“Assisted dying directly opposes a core belief that life is
sacred and has value because God created it. A human life
– from its beginning in utero to its natural end – is to be
deeply respected, as we are all created in the image of God.”
– Excerpt taken from book ‘The Final Choice’.

Regards Sarah Moran

Visiting those in prison –
by writing

regular basis, usually once every 1-2 months. Can you
help?
There will be absolutely no cost to you, Divine Mercy
Publications/Trust will cover all expenses including
sending funds via the prison Chaplain approximately
twice per year to help the inmates purchase food,
toiletries, medicines, clothes and in some case pay a
portion of their children‘s school fees to prevent them
becoming ‘street kids‘.
All you need give is your time and mercy to these
needy souls.
If you would like to know more please contact us.
Thank you for your consideration of this important
request.

Would you like to become involved in a very
special work of mercy by writing to long-term
prisoners in a foreign country? Divine Mercy
Publications have set up a team of letter writers
to correspond with the inmates of a maximum
security jail in Zambia, central Africa. Most of
these are Catholics/Christians to whom we send
reading and prayer literature as well as clothes
and toiletries.
The requests for pen pals are growing; the prison we
write to has over 400 inmates, most of whom are in
desperate need of consolation and encouragement.
They are served by an Irish Catholic priest, whom they
see 2-3 times per month.
We wish to continue this important work of mercy
and need helpers to ‘adopt’ a prisoner and write on a

Divine Mercy Publications Trust
Christchurch. PO Box 20266,
Bishopdale, Christchurch 8543.
Ph/Fax 03-359 2087
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Excerpts from
Children of Medjugorje

From Sister Emmanuel - http://www.childrenofmedjugorje.com/

Five Simple Messages
Sr. Emmanuel is the founder of Children of Medjugorje,
a lay missionary organization dedicated to delivering five
simple messages from Our Lady in Medjugorje:

On 25 May 2020, the visionary Marija Pavlovic
received Mary’s monthly message for the
world:
“Dear children! Pray with me for a new life for all
of you. In your hearts, little children, you know
what needs to be changed. Return to God and His
Commandments, so that the Holy Spirit may change
your lives and the face of this earth, which is in need
of renewal in the Spirit. Little children, be prayer for
all those who do not pray; be joy for all those who
do not see the way out; be carriers of light in the
darkness of this peaceless time. Pray and seek the
help and protection of the saints so that you also
could yearn for Heaven and heavenly realities. I am
with you and am protecting and blessing all of you
with my motherly blessing. Thank you for having
responded to my call.”

in their cults and other ‘ceremonies’ to glorify their
miserable master. Let us pray that the “Woman
clothed with the Sun” will protect us and hasten her
Son’s victory over all evil.

On the Feast of Corpus Domini, it was a truly
joyful occasion to be able to follow Jesus, exposed
in the Blessed Sacrament, through the village of
Medjugorje! Many Croatians came to participate in
this procession, which warmed our hearts! To finally
be able to get together again was beautiful! (Gaby,
the short movie here please)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7b_ZvwqKyE&feature=youtu.be
We are approaching the 39th anniversary of the
apparitions! The visionaries, Marija and Ivan have
already arrived! As the borders of Bosnia-Herzegovina
will only open on July 1st to non-nationals, this will
be a very modest Anniversary celebration, but we
know that so many of the Gospa’s devotees in the
world are in communion with us, and lovingly prepare
Mary’s favorite gifts to offer her during this novena!
Our prayers are especially necessary today, for on
the summer solstice (June 21), all over the world, the
enemies of the Lord and his Church joined together

aFasting
aPraying of the Rosary
aScripture Reading
aHoly Mass
aConfession
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Fear… a positive springboard! During these past
months, fear has increased significantly in many
people around the world. If, as St. Paul says, “love
banishes fear,” it is worth examining this issue,
because we want to live with love, and not fear!
In reality, fear is innate in man, it is part of our nature,
ever since the eruption of sin. Adam was the first to
express it, after the Fall: “I was afraid, because I
was naked and I hid myself” (Gen 3:10). And what
did God do? He placed a barrier between evil (the
snake) and man: He made the snake “crawl on his
belly”, preventing it from attacking man head-on,
and made an incredible promise to man: “I will put
enmity between you (the snake) and the woman. This
one will crush your head.” (Gen 3:15). Fear, which
henceforth became part of the human condition, is
therefore at the same time a constant call to take
refuge in the goodness of God who is Father. So it is
not a matter of denying fear or feeling guilty about
it, but of using it wisely and channeling it in order
to subject it to the grace of God. In short, let us not
allow fear to dominate us to the point of it enslaving
us. It would be terrible to let it determine our choices
and poison our existence.
We currently have many reasons to be afraid, we
just have to look at the world and the many threats
hanging over it. My point is not to list these threats
and failures of all kinds – they are already quite visible
to everyone. My point is rather to look with you at
how the Saints managed to direct their fears and
turn them into victories. The Saints are magnificent
in their teachings, and the Holy Mother of God urges
us to read their lives for a reason!
From the beginning of his pontificate, Saint John Paul

II told us, ‘Do not be afraid!’. He was a mystic who
saw the threats that we are much more acquainted
with now. But he never stopped giving us reason to
hope, for ‘Jesus conquered the world’.
We may have good reasons to be afraid, but we have
no reason to give in to fear. That is the genius of the
Saints, they remained free from all fear. They refused
to remain frozen in the web of fear and become slaves
to it. And this freedom of heart is a treasure that
Jesus wants to give to every Christian, to all those
who want to follow Him in truth. It is up to us to
accept this treasure – as Mary says, to decide – and
to work on it day by day, with humility and tenacity. It
is really a matter of following the Shepherd, the best
of shepherds, the One who came to make us free.
One of the great temptations, when one is afraid, is
to withdraw into oneself; but cutting oneself off from
others prevents love from flourishing. When training
the young people in the prayer group, the Blessed
Mother strongly emphasized this point. When you
withdraw into solitude, you may think that you are
protected, but this is an illusion. What happens is just
the opposite, you cut yourself off from the source of
love, you start to wither and risk sinking into sadness.
Our hearts are created to love, so if the oxygen of the
Holy Spirit is lacking, then we risk asphyxiation. From
there spring so many evils… What a pity to miss the
great happiness of forming one body together, the
body of Christ where love circulates!
How should we react when we are scared? The Saints
teach us to look at Jesus, the source of our life, our
peace and all true love. That is the key! Jesus himself
looks at us constantly, with a gaze that is full of life
and overwhelming love, and if we respond to His
gaze, then we let His own soul transform us and little
by little, we regain peace and courage. This is the
fruit of prayer. Instead of being fixated on the raging
storm, we lift it up to the One who has the power to
calm the storm. “Why are you afraid?” asked Jesus
to the apostles who were in real danger of perishing

at sea. That was their mistake. They were looking
at the huge waves instead of looking at Jesus who
was with them. To be or not to be with Jesus, that is
what makes the difference. Jesus may test us – and
He does – but it is always for a greater good, for our
salvation. He does not want to see us sink!
Trusting in his love is what will drive this change for
us, moving us from a visceral fear (humanly justified),
to a liberation of the heart. God only wants our good,
in all circumstances. When we turn to Him with trust
and total faith, He raises our hearts in such a way
that we no longer depend on our visceral reactions,
but on a supernatural grace – above the natural
– that allows our soul to taste a deep peace, that
“peace of God that surpasses all understanding,” as
St Paul describes it. We let the Holy Spirit take over
and that is how this evil thing called fear becomes a
real springboard that can lift us up to God, enrich us
through Him and sanctify us.
You may be afraid without knowing why. In that case,
instead of hiding from it, it is better to face your fear
directly, and to ask: what am I afraid of? Becoming
ill? Experiencing hunger? Being betrayed by a friend/
relative? What would happen if this fear came true?
What damage would that do? This is an opportunity
to entrust to the Lord your real fear, very precisely and
concretely, so that this reality now belongs to Him,
not you. That is also what it means to confidently
consecrate our whole being to Him. And what a relief
that is!”
When we fully surrender to God in our trials, we
overcome all fear. God allows us to be tested (whether
we are Christian or not), because in every trial
experienced positively with Him and offered up, we
grow in holiness and we help the Savior to save many
souls that walk in darkness. Furthermore, by offering
our sufferings, we give God the deep joy of preparing
new diamonds for our eternal crown. In other words,
we allow him to cast upon us the waterfalls of his
love and the infinite happiness that comes with it, in
this world and in the next. Aren’t
Saints the happiest of all people?
Why? Because even in the midst
of their tribulations, their hearts
rested in God, and remained
united to the One who is love
itself. This love is the dream and
full realization of every human
being created in the image of
God who is Love.
Here are some examples:
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Sister Faustina was fearful by nature. She herself
wrote in her Little Diary that she was afraid of people.
But she did not back down from the obstacles,
focusing her gaze on Jesus.
“Oh! I am not afraid of anything. If God sends to
the soul such a great torment, He sustains it with an
even greater grace, even though we do not realize
it. In such moments, an act of trust restores to God
more glory than all the hours spent in prayer, filled
with consolation.” (St Faustina, Diary, 78)
“I am not afraid of anything when I am with You, O
Jesus, for nothing can harm me”. (Diary 306)
Her confidence in Jesus became manifest when
danger threatened. She said, “I was in a hurry to
get home. I took a few steps, but a lot of demons
blocked my path. They threatened me with terrible
torment and voices were heard: ‘She took away
everything we have worked for so many years.’ When
I asked them, ‘Where are you from, in such large
numbers?’ The accursed answered me: “From human
hearts; don’t torment us!’ Seeing their terrible hatred
against me, I immediately called upon my Guardian
Angel for help, and immediately his clear and radiant
appearance stood by me. He said to me, ‘Don’t be
afraid, bride of my Lord. Without His permission,
these spirits will not hurt you.’ Immediately, the evil
spirits disappeared, and the faithful Guardian Angel
accompanied me in a visible manner, to the threshold
of the house. His gaze was modest and peaceful; a
ray of fire gushed from his forehead. O Jesus, I would
desire to suffer torment and pain for the rest of my
life, for this one moment in which I experience, Lord,
Your glory and the salvation of souls.” (Diary, 418, 419)
“I am not afraid of blows, for God is my shield. It
is the enemy who should be afraid of us, not us of
him. Satan only wins victories over the proud and
the cowardly, for the humble are strong. Nothing
will confuse or frighten a humble soul. Such a soul is
flying straight for the blaze of the sun and nothing will
stop it. Love does not allow itself to be imprisoned, it
is free as a king.” (Diary, 450)
These words remind me of a conversation with Don
Gabriele Amorth, a prominent exorcist from Rome:
“Don Gabriele”, I asked him, “when faced with serious
cases of possession, are you not afraid that Satan will
jump on you and hurt you?” “No,” he replied, “I have
never been afraid of Satan, he is afraid of me!”
Faustina: “On Friday evening, during the rosary,
thinking of tomorrow’s journey and the seriousness
of the business I was to present to Father Andrasz, I
became fearful at the sight of my miserableness, my

incapacity and the greatness of God’s work. Crushed
by this suffering, I surrendered myself to the divine
will. At that moment, I saw Jesus in a light tunic, near
my prayer desk. He said to me, ‘Why are you afraid
to do My will? Am I not going to help you like I have
done so far?.” (Diary, 489)
When fear wants to impose itself, the way out is to
give this fear to Jesus! Give it away, again and again…
“What are you afraid of? If you are with me, who
would dare touch you? However, I am very happy
that you are giving me your concerns. My daughter,
tell me about everything, very simply, you will please
me greatly. I understand you because I am God and
man. This simple conversation of your heart is more
pleasant to me than hymns composed in my honor.
Know, my daughter, that the simpler your words are,
the more you draw me to you! “ (Diary, 796)
Afraid of the unknown? Afraid of an uncertain future?
Afraid of losing what we care about? Jesus did not
give us any false consolations by saying that we will
not lose anything, but He promises we will never lose
the only true treasure, Himself, if we dive into Him,

“Sin will reign, Mary told us recently, but if you are
mine, your refuge will be the Heart of my Son Jesus!”
(25 /8/19)
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Jesus to St Faustina: “Do not scrutinize with any
curiosity the paths along which I lead you! When
boredom and discouragement threaten your heart,
run away from yourself and hide in my Heart! Don’t be
afraid of battle: courage alone often intimidates the
tempter and he doesn’t dare attack us! Always fight
with the deep conviction that I am close to you! Do
not let feeling dominate you, because it isn’t always
in your power! It is in the will that all the credit lies…
Get ready for big fights! Fight like a knight so I can

is the path to happiness. God the Father never leaves
his children alone, especially not in pain and despair.
When you understand this and accept it, you will be
happy and your search will end. You will love, and
you won’t be afraid…” (2 Jan. 2012)

reward you! Do not be too afraid, because you are
not alone! (Diary, 1760)
The only fear we must have is that of being separated
from God, of not loving. That of not following Jesus
and finding ourselves without a shepherd. That of
missing out on the incredible treasure set aside for
us if we decide to follow Jesus, humble and poor,
and to live his Word and to trust Him. That of not
accepting what His Providence places on our path.
Because then the danger we face is real!
The Blessed Mother knows our fears!

Jesus experienced anguish, to the point of sweating
blood! At Gethsemane, Jesus saw in advance all those
who were not going to grasp the eternal salvation He
would offer them, and the loss of those souls tortured
Him, to the point where he said, “My soul is deeply
grieved, to the point of death.” (Matt 26:38) It is out
of compassion and love for us sinners that He lived
this bitter anguish, long before His passion, when
He said, “But I have a baptism to undergo, and how
distressed I will be until it is accomplished!” (Luke
12:50) He took upon Him all our anxieties in order to
deliver us from them. Henceforth, even our anxieties
can be changed in the path of holiness, united with
those of Jesus in the Garden of Olives.
Dearest Gospa, what a joy it is for us to know
that you are with us! Your Immaculate Heart is
truly our safe haven!

“Dear children, in these days you have felt how Satan
acts. I am always with you. Do not be afraid of trials
because God is always watching over you. I have
given myself to you and I empathize with you, even in
the smallest temptations.” (8/19/84)
How can we not think that Mary, seeing her Son
leave for His Passion, did not experience fear? How
could she not have trembled? She knew in advance
what was going to happen to her, for she knew the
Scriptures, and Jesus himself had hidden nothing
from her. But this fear did not stop her, for she
had offered everything ahead to the Father, for the
fulfillment of the Son’s mission: to save humanity
from the power of death. She may have felt fear, as
we do, but she offered it to the Father, and in doing
so she helped Jesus in his mission. She overcame
her fear, which became a springboard for more love
and power in her vocation as Co-redemptrix. Having
given everything to God, she had nothing to lose.

Fourth letter to my friends
*Medjugorje,
April 29, 2020

“Dear children, today I invite you to total surrender
to God. Everything you do and everything you own,
give it to God so that he may reign over your life like
a King over everything you possess… Little children,
do not be afraid, for I am with you, even when you
think that there is no way out and that Satan reigns. I
bring you peace. I am your Mother and the Queen of
Peace.” (8/25/88)
“He who prays is not afraid of the future, and
he who fasts is not afraid of evil.”

“Love, and do not be afraid, because, my children,
there is no fear in love. If your hearts are open to
the Father and they are full of love for Him, why be
afraid of what is coming? Fear those who do not love
because they are waiting for punishment, and they
know how empty and hard they are. As children, I
guide you to love, to the dear Father. I guide you to
eternal life. Eternal life is my Son. Receive Him and
you have received love. (25 Sept 2001)
“I look into your hearts, I see in them pain and
suffering; I see a wounded past and an unceasing
search; I see my children who wish to be happy, but
who do not know how. Open up to The Father! That
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St Catherine of Siena
Dear friends, Christ is risen, Hallelujah!
Some good news from the village of Medjugorje!
For 38 days, since March 22nd, St James church has
been closed. However, thanks be to God, on April
27th it once again opened to the faithful for personal
prayer, from 8am. to 2pm, observing of course the
prescribed social distancing.
https://www.facebook.com/silvestro.ivana/
videos/961103467625460/
Our Franciscan brothers have been tested for the
virus and thankfully they are in good health. They
can now move freely in the areas around the parish.
The evening Mass is still celebrated without the
faithful for the time being (together with the millions
of invisible people who are following it through
live-streaming!), but we hope that the Mass will be
celebrated again publicly, at least on Sunday, at the
Rotunda. On Thursday evening, after Adoration, an
update from the parish will be given by video with
simultaneous translation.
http://www.medjugorje.hr/it/multimedia/
live-streaming/
The civilian authorities in Sarajevo have allowed the
villagers to leave their homes, with no more limits in
the evening. Field work is well underway this season.

What does it mean to be Catholic?
Visit our Facebook: Catholic Discovery NZ
CATHOLIC ENQUIRY CENTRE
www.catholicenquiry.nz

Young people under the age of 18 can only go out
between 8am and 1pm, likewise for people over 65
which includes myself, and only 3 days a week, on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. I appreciate
being able once again to walk along the narrow red
paths of the plain and over the stones of the Blue
Cross! In this holy place, we pray fervently for you,
for those who are still confined to their homes. We
bring your intentions to the Gospa who “loves each
of her children as much as she loves her Son Jesus,”
as she herself said, which is extraordinary when you
think about it!
For my part, as long as I can, I will continue to make
evangelization videos in order to reach you where you
are living, suffering and hoping… After having lived
so long in contact with pilgrims in the overcrowded
Medjugorje experiencing great moments of grace, it
seems surreal to speak to you now in front of a small
iPhone, in the upper room of our house… I cannot
wait to see you here again and to be able to look into
your eyes!
Another piece of good news: during the “Month of
Mary”, from May 1st to 31st, we can all make a lovely
gift to Our Lady. Let me explain… One day, while
talking with Vicka, the visionary, she told me: “When
the Gospa appears to us (the visionaries) she gives us
great graces, graces which she has not given before
and which she will no longer give afterwards.” I said,
“So if I am next to you during the apparition, these
great graces fall upon you, and not on me since I do
not see her?” Vicka then exclaimed, “Of course they
do fall on you too! You just need to open your heart
to her coming!” “And do I receive them even if I’m
in America or China, far from Medjugorje?” “Sure,
sister! You see, what matters is that you welcome her
into your heart when she comes.”
Isn’t that good news for all of us? Therefore, to all
those who wish to welcome her warmly, I suggest
that we remain silent for a minute or more at the
time of Mary’s coming (around 6:40 p.m. from
April to September), and to speak to her heart to
heart, and start by thanking her. This is a rather
short meeting that will unite us all firmly around our
Mother, the Queen of Peace. Even a simple Ave Maria
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would already be a great gift to her and for us. The
ideal is to pray a rosary, if possible. With the time
differences, if that moment falls at night, everyone
can set a specific time to experience this special
appointment. Dive into her arms!
You know how much Mary dreams of bringing us
together under her maternal mantle, when our hearts
are united. “My greatest joy,” she told the prayer
group, “is to see you praying together to my Son
Jesus with one heart.” And isn’t the Rosary precisely
a contemplation of the life of Jesus with the eyes
of Mary? “When I was on earth,” she said, “I was
praying the Rosary constantly. I had the eyes of my
heart constantly fixed on the life of Jesus, my Son,
and this is what the prayer of the Rosary is.”
We will also pray ardently for the rapid reopening of
our churches around the world, a right that we should
really be given. (For our Italian speaking friends,
listen to Mgr. Giovanni d’Ercole short statement about
our rights.
In recent days, I was able to make a few more videos,
you will find them in the list below. But given the
ordeal we are all experiencing, don’t miss the video
about suffering,
“How to Deal with Suffering” 1:10:10
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Gg1AT7oy8R0
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=QrfJx1meGck
because if one cannot see the deep meaning of one’s
suffering, it can become intolerable. Discover the
fruits of your suffering, as Mary teaches us especially
through Vicka who is bearing heavy crosses, but with
Jesus, not without Him!
Don’t miss either the Video on the Future, you put its
title here?, because more than ever, we need answers
that come from Heaven which do not disappoint.
“Mary is preparing us to the New Time!” (21:13) – 30
de marzo 2020
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=jlRogywIiXY
I cannot recommend enough the marvelous teachings
of Ralph Martin about the mystics of the Church. Let
us dedicate a special time in the day to listen to his

CDs and discover incredible beauties of our Catholic
faith. Even in the midst of today’s hardships, your
hearts will be truly lifted up and experience a new
happiness to be part of God’s creation and have such
a Savior! Here are the new heavenly friends you will
have:
Holiness In Everyday Life:
The Witness of St. Francis de Sales
http://www.renewalministries.

Fifth letter to my friends
*Medjugorje,
May 16, 2020

My dear friends, Christ is risen, alleluia!
Message of April 25th, 2020, entrusted to Marija
“Dear children! May this time be an incentive for
personal conversion for you. Pray, little children, in
solitude, to the Holy Spirit to strengthen you in faith
and trust in God, that you may be worthy witnesses
of the love which God bestows upon you through
my presence. Little children, do not permit trials to
harden your heart and for prayer to be like a desert.
Be a reflection of God’s love and witness the Risen
Jesus by your lives. I am with you and I love all of
you with my motherly love. Thank you for having
responded to my call.”
Some news from Medjugorje…
It seems that the coronavirus has disappeared from
Medjugorje, let’s hope it does not come back!
Great news! Father Marinko, the parish priest of
Medjugorje, has announced that the Youth Festival
will take place (during the 1st week of August), if the
borders are open. Already Slovenia has opened its
borders.
Evening mass is once again being celebrated at St
James’s Parish, while complying with mandatory
social distancing. Thanks to live streaming, this mass
is always very well attended. The hours of adoration
have also been restored, to everyone’s joy, as well
as morning masses in Croatian, English and Italian.
Confessions will resume next week, with adequate
protection between the priest and penitent. Everything
has become almost “normal” again, except that our
dear pilgrims are still absent. Let us pray for a swift
reopening of the borders!
The villagers have gone back to doing some farming,
something they had partially abandoned in favor of
working in the hotels, restaurants and shops. We are
seeing many small shoots popping up in the fields
around the houses. The pomegranate trees are in
bloom, and the vines are giving forth their fragrance.
Walnut trees are forming their baby leaves, with the

promise of a good harvest.
Has the Blue Cross disappeared? Yes, for the time
being. It will be back, but work is being done at this
location in order to facilitate a better prayer space for
the pilgrims.
The young people from the Cenacolo Community are
actively working to make this space beautiful and
better utilized. The work being done here does not
prevent people from going there to pray faithfully.
You are always in our prayers, and it seems that
Mary, during this long silence, is sharing with us her
eagerness to see you come back to see her, back to
your Mother!
Our old shoes? I would like to share with you a
thought that came to me in the face of certain pitfalls
that may tarnish the joy of a newfound freedom,
since confinement will soon be coming to an end.
The media is showering us with information of all
kinds, often contradictory, sometimes terrifying,
some of it unfounded, some well-crafted but not
necessarily enlightening. There is a great temptation
to be distracted and scattered. It would be a shame
to lose the values we were able to acquire during this
confinement, and to just put our old shoes back on to
walk as we did before.
What are these values? Many of us have understood
that storms like these are a sign of the times, able as
they are to rattle all of humanity with a tiny virus that
is invisible to the naked eye. A sign that has roused
awareness and challenged people’s landmarks, which
have now become obsolete. Some of the Blessed
Mother’s messages, which we had not read or had
misread, have become illuminated with a prophetic
light, and we see in them a salutary common thread.
She is a Mother who loves her children too much to
let them go adrift.
This pandemic, so costly to human lives, suffering
and tragedy – not to mention the economic turmoil
– is not part of Medjugorje’s secrets. These secrets
have not yet been revealed, and are still yet to be
realized. According to Mirjana, the events they
mention will happen after being revealed by the
visionaries through a priest of their choice. Please
note, however, that a secret does not necessarily
mean a disaster!
A CT scan? This pandemic has caught us off guard,
and we can see it as a kind of CT scan of our society.
A CT scan is revealing. It can reveal both deep trouble
in one organ and an absence of problems in another.
In her maternal tenderness, Mary is warning us of
these troubles, but always gives hope for the future!
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I will first mention some of the troubles mentioned in
her messages, then her positive messages of hope:

“Dear children, I am with you all these years to lead
you on the way of salvation. Return to my Son; return
to prayer and fasting. Little children, permit for God
to speak to your heart, because Satan is reigning and
wants to destroy your lives and the earth on which
you walk.” (3/25/2020)
“Dear children, Satan deviates you through
materialism, selfishness and modernism.”
“Dear children, I invite you to reflect on your future.
You are creating a new world without God, only
through your own strength, which is why you are not
satisfied, and you do not have joy in your heart.”
(1/25/97)
“In families there must be holiness because, little
children, without love and without holiness, there is
no future for the world,for it is in holiness and joy that
you give yourself to God the Creator who loves you
with immeasurable love. That is why he sends me to
you.” (1/25/2020)
Saint John Mary Vianney, the Cure of Ars, had a true
heart of a shepherd and lived in constant prayer and
sacrifice, to the point of heroism. In doing so, he
snatched many souls from Satan’s hands and brought
them back to the path of salvation. But in his fury
against the Saint, the enemy let slip this words: “If
there were only three like you in France, I would not
be able to set foot there!” That makes things perfectly
clear… What reduces the enemy to impotence are

Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that you are present
in the Most Holy Sacrament.

I love you above all things,
and I desire to receive you into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive you sacramentally,
please come spiritually into my heart.
I embrace you now
as if you were already there
and I unite myself wholly to you.
Never permit me
to be separated from you.
Amen.

neither the weapons of the world, nor endless political
discussions, nor petitions born of anger, nor violence,
nor the plans for control devised by the powerful
leaders in our nations, nor even indifference… What
saves us from the dangers of death that threaten us
today more than ever before, is the man who prays,
fasts and above all does everything for the love of
Love. For Love bears the name of the living God,
Love is God!
In other words, let us be clear: what will save us
is the holiness of all who have understood what an
extraordinary destiny awaits us, already here on earth
with divine peace in our hearts, and then with God
in eternity. The “elite” and the “powerful” are like
everyone else, they will die one day, perhaps even
tomorrow, and their plans will die with them; so why
be afraid of them? If two more saints like the Cure
of Ars would have been enough to kick Satan out of
my country, then here is the true power, the immense
power of holiness!
Then Mary, who sees everything in the light of God,
warns us maternally:

“Dear children, you are ready to sin and to put
yourself in the hands of Satan without thinking. I call
upon you: let everyone decide in conscience for God
and against Satan! (4/25/87)
“Without Jesus, you have no joy, no peace, no future,
no eternal life.”
“I cannot help you if you do not live the commandments
of God, if you do not live the Mass, if you do not
abandon sin.” (10/25/93)
“Many seek happiness where it gets lost.”
“Trials are coming, and you will not be strong. Sin
will reign…” (7/25/2019)
That is why, with all the strength of her
tenderness towards us, Mary is calling us:

“Dear children, I invite you to radically change the
direction of your life (Let us not take back our old
shoes, because everything has changed!)

“Dear children, as of today, live a new life. Understand
that God has chosen each of you to be used in a great
plan of human salvation. You cannot understand the
importance of your role in God’s plans. Therefore,
dear children, pray so that you may understand God’s
plan through you. I am with you to enable you to
achieve it in its fullness.” (1/25/87) (Who among us
trusts her enough to believe that she will succeed in
guiding us, since she is with us to carry out God’s
plan for us?)

“Know, dear children, that God is testing you because
He loves you. Always give up your burdens to God
and do not worry. (8/11/84) (What peace flows to us

when we abandon our burdens to God! Why carry
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burdens that are too heavy for us?)

Spirit. (8/25/2000) (When I arrive in heaven and

(Getting it all? Then I want to love! Why miss such a
promise from Heaven?)
“Dear children, this is MY time! [1/25/97) (Since it is
HER time, she has tons of graces in store for us. I do
not want to disappoint her love for me nor miss the
showering of graces!)

hearts the victory of His Mother’s heart… I will not
have failed to glorify Him and make Him happy!)
Today, before we leave our confinement, we can
choose our main direction: To belong to Mary as fully
as possible and to carry in our hearts the Triumph of
Her Immaculate Heart.
Let us turn off our electronic devices for a while if
they do not bring us peace. Let us leave aside any
agitation that causes us to lose our inner serenity. Of
course, the actions of a believer are always a kind of
struggle, but this struggle consists first and foremost
in letting God act, in listening to him: “Listen, Israel!”
Only His plan will succeed! Let us enter the silence of
our hearts and listen to God cry out. He cries out His
rejected love, He cries out His desire to see us happy
at last, He dreams of helping us and fulfilling us, He
cries from our tears and suffers from our illnesses, He
is in us more intimately than we ourselves are! He is
our DNA in a way. Let us not let His Heart be despised
and rejected any longer for the sake of some fleeting
false happiness!

“Dear children, through love you can obtain stand before my Savior, what a joy if He tells me that
everything, even what you find impossible. (2/28/85) I am one of them! One of those who carried in their

“I ask you to open your hearts to the Lord of all
hearts. Give me your feelings and your problems. I
want to comfort you in your trials. I want to fill you
with peace, joy and divine love. (6/20/85) (Consoling
me in my trials? That is very timely, for my trials are
many and I am so very thirsty for this divine love that
does not disappoint!)
“Do not be afraid! He who prays is not afraid of the
future and the one who fasts is not afraid of evil.”

“Dear children, today I call you to holiness. Without
holiness, you cannot live. Therefore, through love, be
victorious over all sin. Through love overcome all the
difficulties that come to you. Dear children, please
live love in you! (7/10/86) (I am going to have to
really start loving God and my neighbor. If Mary asks
me, for sure, she will help me!)

“If you are mine, you will win, for your refuge will be “Dear children, the love of my Son is great. If you
the Heart of my Son Jesus.” (7/2/2019) (She points knew the greatness of his love, you would never cease
me to a safe haven, so I want to seize it, especially to adore and thank Him. He is still alive with you in
the Eucharist, for the Eucharist is His Heart. The
since there are no more shelters in this world!)
“Dear children, I wish to share my joy with you. In Eucharist is the heart of faith. He never abandoned
my Immaculate Heart, I feel that there are many who you, even when you tried to get away from Him.”
have come closer to me and who, in a particular way, (2/8/2019)
carry in their hearts the victory of my Immaculate Dearest Gospa, with you we are not afraid!
Heart by praying and converting. I want to thank You exceed all our expectations and we love
you and motivate you to work more for God and you immensely!
His Kingdom, with love and the strength of the Holy
Your sister, Emmanuel +

“Your mission is not to save
a dying world.

Do not be afraid because of
your small numbers!
It is not a matter of
winning elections or
influencing opinions.
It is a matter of living
the Gospel. Faith is a fire.
A person himself must be
on fire in order to transmit it.
Watch over this sacred fire! “

– No civilization has the
promises of eternal life.
Your mission is to live out
with fidelity and without
compromise the faith you
received from Christ. In that
way, even without realizing it,
you will save the heritage of many
centuries of faith.

-Robert Cardinal Sarah
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Interview with
Archbishop Hoser
on Medjugorje
This interview with Archbishop Henryk Hoser,
the Apostolic Visitor with a special role for the
parish of Medjugorje, first appeared on the
official Medjugorje website (medjugorje.hr).
Your Excellency, I thank you for giving us
this interview. The world stopped before
coronavirus, so can you tell us, do you see
something positive, something good that can
develop out of this great drama we are living
right now?
The epidemics has surprised us with the extend and
it affected the whole world and we call it pandemics.
In this moment, most of the countries have been
touched by this virus, most of the societies too and
there is absence of social and economic life. However,
on the other side, faithful feel also limitations when
it comes to religious practices, churches are closed,
there are strict rules and only few people are able to
be in a church at the same time. This situation has
not been seen before because in the past, regardless
of wars or natural catastrophes that affected people
they always rushed into the churches and now they
cannot. Nevertheless, they can all be at home now
and this is opportunity for families to be together,
those who did not have opportunity before, due to
the busy lifestyle of parents, activities of children, and
this all led to many broken family relationships. Many
parents did not talk to their children and children
did not talk to their parents, brothers and sisters did
not meet together, there were no family meals and
prayers. This moment is the opportunity for families
to be renewed in their lives and this is unique time.
Besides all statistics of those who were infected,
healed, statistics regarding economy and the future,
on the other hand side we have a sign for the whole
world. This is all a great shock to all those who seemed
to be ruling over this world, for those who created the
only ideology that is important today – the ideology
of the profit, which was the purpose of the entire
world economy and now all those dominating lobbies
have been crashed in a certain way. We are going
through one great spiritual renewal, that requires of
us to reflect on our way of life and our consumption
way of life and the civilisation of the garbage that
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devastates the world, as well as of the ideas that are
a sort of a garbage. In this time, we can all return to
basics, we can reflect now when we are not able to
receive sacraments and when we long for that. This
is something that takes place in Medjugorje too.
Pilgrims used to come to Medjugorje
throughout the whole year and now they are
no longer able, but they can be connected
to Medjugorje in their homes or in smaller
groups. There is a live streaming service that
more than 3 million people follow, which is
quite a big number and can we, therefore say
that we live some new reality in Medjugorje?
Medjugorje in these days looks empty and there
are not many people in the streets, no pilgrims and
people of Medjugorje cannot be in the church due to
sanitary demands. However, those families are big
families with several different generations, and they
all pray together every day, particularly the rosary.
This Medjugorje liturgy is broadcasted to the whole
world too – Holy Mass and Adorations and this is how
the connection between Medjugorje, and pilgrims is
kept, between all those who are longing for this place
and anticipate the time when they would be able to
return there.
This time last year, on May 12, we recall the
day when Pope Francis approved pilgrimages
to Medjugorje. Archbishop, can you recall that
event, great for each one of us?
This was such a great joy for us all in Medjugorje
and I remember we had a privilege of announcing
this statement of the Holy See in Medjugorje church
of St. James, patron saint of pilgrims. I will remind
you of the content of that statement – there are no
obstacles in organising pilgrimages to Medjugorje
and all categories of the Church officials, starting with
the cardinals, archbishops and bishops, priests from
all over the world, all people were allowed to come
to Medjugorje. Indeed, in that place people find what
they lost in their lives and they encounter someone
who waits for the there – God, our Lord Jesus and the
Mother of God. This was a great joy that expanded all
over the world for it brings the universal role of this
shrine where people from all of the continents come.
We are happy about this and this reflects the future
of Medjugorje that needs to live in the rhythm of the
heart of the universal Church.
Looking back at the year that is behind us, how
do you see this decision and its fruits?
This decision has brought the visible fruits and there
was the increase in the number of pilgrims as well

as priests who come with them, there were also
many esteemed Church officials, beginning with the
Youth Festival and in the following months up to
this pandemic. I presume, once this is over, pilgrims
would return to Medjugorje, very charismatic place,
for it is the place where the light of the Gospel shines
– the light of the Christ.
This week is full of Marian events, on May 13
we commemorate the anniversary of Fatima
apparitions and the assassination attempt on
John Paul II. Do you recall that tragic event,
what happened then and where were you at
that time?
At that time, I was in missions in Ruanda. This was
a tragic news that paralysed us in a way, Archbishop
André Perraudin told me that during our meeting in
one of the parishes. We all prayed for the healing
of John Paul II as we dramatically lived the coming
hours and days when he fought for his life in the
hospital Gemelli, as well as during his slow and painful
rehabilitations. Pope was later on able to return to his
daily obligations, but already in the hospital, from his
window he blessed all those who prayed for him and
stood outside the hospital.
It was John Paul II who said that Our Lady’s
hand redirected the bullet that Ali Agce shot at
him and this is how he survived as the bullet
avoided his vital organs.
Yes, Holy Father was saying that Our Lady redirected
the bullet that did not hit his vital organs and this
bullet was engraved in the crown of Our Lady in
Fatima, for the assassination attempt happened on
the feast of Fatima apparitions and John Paul was
very devoted to Our Lady, his motto wasTotusTuus
Mary – all yours, Mary. He lived the profound Marian
spirituality all of his life, something that he received
from his home upbringing. While he worked in the
quarry, he always had a book of Louis de Montfort on
devotion to Our Lady, and later on this was something
he developed more and more in his pontificate in the
20th century, all in the spirit of the Second Vatican
Council and Lumen Gentium, 8th chapter – this used
to be the starting point of his entire reflection. Also,
he succeeded another Marian Pope, Paul VI, who was
aware that post-council crisis causes escape from the
Marian devotions, that suddenly seemed unworthy
and irrelevant to the intellectuals of the opened
Church and that is why Pope Paul VI released three
important documents regarding Marian cult, “Marias
cultus.“ John Paul II was entrusting himself to Mary
from the very beginning and he often travelled to her
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shrines, like when he visited Mexico for the first time
only to go visit Our Lady of Guadalupe. Later on,
he continued to visit Marian shrines in his pontificate
and thanks to him, the mosaic of the Mater Ecclesiae
was placed on St. Peter’s Square. This all shows how
much he loved the Blessed Virgin Mary.
The pontificate of John Paul II was at the
time when devotions in Medjugorje began.
Archbishop, are you familiar with the opinion
of John Paul II and Medjugorje apparitions?
From the very beginning, John Paul was very inclined
and interested in Medjugorje, for all the events we
discover today as the Marian cult present here in
devotion to the Queen of Peace is deeply rooted in
Fatima apparitions. Today we recall those events, the
anniversary of the apparitions in the valley of peace
in 1917, and eight days afterwards, Pope Benedict
XV introduced invocation the Queen of Peace in the
Litanies of the Blessed Virgin Mary. These apparitions
protected our future from the conflicts, invited us
to conversion and conversion is the state of peace
between God and man – God’s peace in man’s heart.
The restlessness is first created in each of us and
radiates in a negative way around us. Unless we
reconcile with God, with our neighbours, we would
not be able to live with the others as with the children
of the same God.
Speaking of Fatima, I need to ask you something
that people find quite disturbing. Do we know
all of the apparitions from Fatima, has all what
the Mother of God wanted to convey to us been
published?
I think that the mystery is something we discover
only partially, in that sense we do not have any
absolute certainty, but all that was revealed shows
the purpose of these apparitions for the world today
especially, since the apparitions take place in the
apocalyptic future, in the constant battle between
good and evil, constant battle for Christ’s Kingdom,
so His opponent, the Prince of this World, would no
longer exist.
Let us go back to Medjugorje. Many pilgrims
wonder if the Youth Festival and the other
events would be held this year?
We are all longing for the Youth Festival, for that was
the most important event in the whole liturgical year
in Medjugorje, but we depend on this pandemic and
its development. If this situation lasts, unfortunately
this year we would be able to have only same virtual
encounter with Medjugorje, not real when people
would be able to come. Now the borders are still

closed and the transport does not function, there are
no conditions for coming to Medjugorje and most
probably the Youth Festival will not be held this year.
When can we expect the final decision
regarding the Youth Festival?
Perhaps in the end of June, for people need to
have time for preparation, everything needs to be
organised in Medjugorje and pilgrims need to have
all documents necessary too for this trip and coming
to Medjugorje.
Anything you would like to say to our viewers,
pilgrims of Medjugorje, friends of this place?
Dear friends of Medjugorje, dear pilgrims and
parishioners, I speak to you with a plea to continue
living in the spirit of hope, for Medjugorje has an
obligation to bring hope to people, God’s hope, for He
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is the one who leads us all with great love and mercy,
who sends us Mother of God so she would bring us
all to Him. She, in Medjugorje, has been pointing to
Jesus all the time and I ask you all to be those who
would sow peace, trust and God’s vicinity in these
moments. Please look at your vineyards and olive
gardens that remind so much of the Holy Land where
Jesus lived. He continues to walk with us throughout
the centuries, He sends us His Mother to protect us,
for her to be patroness of our inner, family and social
peace. We continue to be connected, through the
media who are active in these days all the time, all
so you would continue to be spiritually connected to
Medjugorje, praying for the moment when we would
meet there again to thank God for all the gifts we
received.

“HERE I AM, LORD”

THE CALL OF ISAIAH 6:8
FOR BELIEVERS
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom
shall I send? And who will go for us?” And I said,
“Here am I. Send me!”– Isaiah 6:8.

temple as a vision from God unfolded with clarity
undeniable. Call it a one-on-one with the Almighty.
Isaiah saw the Lord, high and lifted up, His splendor
filling the temple. The majesty of this scene rose even
more when one of the seraphim, a majestic, winged
being attending God, cried, “Holy, holy, holy, is

Yahweh of Armies! The whole earth is full of his
They stand as four simple syllables, Here I am, Lord. glory!” (Isaiah 6:3 WEB) Isaiah soaked in the
They sound easy enough to offer to God, but what
about the story behind those words? Are they really
applicable for believers today? A churning deep within
me longs to hear God clearly and walk in obedience
to Him. I desire to follow in the faith of Isaiah, the
Old Testament prophet who offered those words
centuries ago, as God’s obedient, trusting mouthpiece
voicing loud and clear the will of her Father. Maybe
you do too? I’ll admit, however, there are times when
I read Isaiah’s story and fear echoes in my ears,
drowning out courage. And when God calls me to do
something hard, something far outside my comfort
zone, I’m tempted to stutter step. Perhaps “Here I
am, Lord” isn’t as easy as it seems. But then again,
maybe God’s ways are higher than our own, and He
can be trusted. Shall we dig further into the meaning
of Isaiah 6:8 and its call for believers today?
Who was Isaiah and what was his message?
In times before Jesus came to earth, God searched
for a willing servant to speak His message. Hello
Isaiah. He was called to deliver a hard message of
accountability, one folks refused. And the kicker?
Isaiah knew he and the message would be rejected.
The Old Testament prophet stood in front of the

vision. The magnitude of it caused him to consider
his own sin, a sense of doom coating his thoughts.
After all, how could a sinful person see the perfect,
sinless God and survive?
God’s asking “Whom shall I send?” today.
As Isaiah pondered the vision, one of the seraphim
touched his lips with coal, assuring his guilt had been
removed and sins forgiven. Many see this as symbolic
of Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection – His
forgiveness of our sins when we are washed clean
and made acceptable in His sight. In that moment
with the seraphim, Isaiah’s doom lifted. He turned
from his human insufficiency to the overflowing,
temple-filling awesomeness of God. And he heard
God. “I heard the Lord’s voice, saying, ‘Whom

shall I send, and who will go for us?’” (Isaiah
6:8a WEB) Then, these words filled the prophet’s
mouth: Then I said, “Here I am. Send me!” (Isaiah
6:8b WEB) God is asking that question to believers

today: Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?
Are you willing to answer? Here I am, Lord. send me.
The context of “Here I am Lord” versus society
today.
During Isaiah’s time, the Israelites lived life knee-

Prayer of St. Thomas More

death that is ever at hand. To make death no
stranger to me. To foresee and consider the
everlasting fire of Hell. To pray for pardon before
the judge comes. To have continually in mind
the passion that Christ suffered for me. For His
benefits unceasingly to give Him thanks. To buy
the time again that I have lost. To abstain from
vain conversations. To shun foolish mirth and
gladness. To cut off unnecessary recreations. Of
worldly substance, friends, liberty, life and all, to
set the loss at naught, for the winning of Christ.
To think my worst enemies my best friends, for
the brethren of Joseph could never have done
him so much good with their love and favor as
they did him with their malice and hatred. These
minds are more to be desired of every man than
all the treasures of all the princes and kings,
Christian and heathen, were it gathered and laid
together all in one heap. Amen”

from his last home on earth, a cell in the Tower of London

“Give me the grace, Good Lord to set the world
at naught. To set the mind firmly on You and not
to hang upon the words of men’s mouths. To
be content to be solitary. Not to long for worldly
pleasures. Little by little utterly to cast off the
world and rid my mind of all its business. Not
to long to hear of earthly things, but that the
hearing of worldly fancies may be displeasing
to me. Gladly to be thinking of God, piteously to
call for His help. To lean into the comfort of God.
Busily to labor to love Him. To know my own
vileness and wretchedness. To humble myself
under the mighty hand of God. To bewail my sins
and, for the purging of them, patiently to suffer
adversity. Gladly to bear my purgatory here.
To be joyful in tribulations. To walk the narrow
way that leads to life. To have the last thing in
remembrance. To have ever before my eyes my
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deep in the muck and mire of their sin and wayward
acts. They mocked the “Holy One of Israel,” simply
failing to grasp the severity of their unrighteous and
less-than-praiseworthy decisions. To top it off, they
simply didn’t care, liking how life flowed and refusing
to change. Does this sound similar to society today?
Perhaps…
Even in their rebellion, however, God cared for His
people. He desired to reach them with His love,
drawing them back to the safety and hope found
only in Him. And so God sent His message via Isaiah,
knowing full well it would be refused.
But still, He offered it. Even in their rebellion,
however, God cared for His people.
The prophet realized it would be rejected too, but
he still offered his heart, mind, mouth, and feet as a
messenger. Because God was worthy, the message of
hope was as well. Holy, holy, holy…Believer, can you
imagine? This message of God is worth the carry—
regardless of society’s response. The hope found
with the Almighty justified Isaiah’s journey. Hope
through Jesus validates ours today. The slight hint of
even one person turning from their wicked ways and
toward God, the true giver of hope, makes every bit
worth sharing. Are you willing to answer? Here I am,
Lord. Send me.
What Does the verse Isaiah 6:8 mean for
Believers today?
Love goes to great lengths. And our God is love.

on earth, sin will exist. But so does the offer to turn
back to God. When called to share the message of
hope, we might be scared of how others will refuse
that news or how we’ll look to them. Fear causes our
knees to knock a bit. And so we struggle to offer the
hard message. But we can take courage from Isaiah.
He delivered difficult news anyway, setting hope in
front of a people unwilling to listen. He warned of
devastation as a result of waywardness. In the midst
of it all, he trusted God. After all, perfect love casts
out all fear. Trust in God stands key. Will we?
The important scripture message for You.
An important message, awaits delivery—the one
relaying the intensity of God’s love and promise of
eternity in heaven through salvation in Jesus Christ.
Also, there’s deliverance and healing while here on
earth, encouragement and courage in the face of
discouragement, and much more in life with the
Lord. God’s healing on earth, whether emotionally
or physically, is life-changing. I’ve experienced it.
Perhaps you have too. Others are waiting. People
are grateful after a touch from Jesus. They stand
changed. They live free. Just look at the man who
found healing in the pool (John 5:1-15), the paradisebound robber crucified alongside Jesus in Luke 23:3943, or Mark 7:24-30, a passage in which a Greek
woman’s daughter was healed of a demon. His hope
for today and eternity still stands.Our Lord scours the
earth for messengers to offer His truth, to speak life
to those walking in rebellion, dancing with death and
destruction—folks in need of healing and hope.
Who will go?

you’re saved, you carry God’s message. Whom
shall He send? You? Whether small reach or large
audience, this dying world needs the everlasting love
of Jesus. Whom will go and deliver the message? Are
you willing to whisper, Here I am, Lord?
Offering the hard message that scripture
brings.
Sometimes people don’t want to hear God’s truth,
the struggle continues today. As long as people walk

and I love you. Thank You for the hope of heaven
through Jesus Christ. I’m so grateful You loved
me even when I was unlovely. Send me with Your
message, Lord. Here I am. Use me to spread Your
news of love, encouragement, or correction to the
recipients you’ve ordained. I will go and trust You.
Endow me with wisdom to discern Your voice and
the courage to complete the journey. Prepare those
who will hear. All glory to You. In Jesus’ name,
amen.
Kristi Woods www.KristiWoods.net.
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“We know and have believed the love which God
has for us. God is love, and he who remains in
love remains in God, and God remains in him.”
(1 John 4:16 WEB) Our faithful Father continues “But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved
to reach out to people with His love even today, with compassion for them, because they were
His desire to draw them near burns bright as it did harassed and scattered, like sheep without a
generations ago.
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The
God continues to use believers who are willing to harvest indeed is plentiful, but the laborers are
trust and be obedient to Him. Because He desires few. Pray therefore that the Lord of the harvest
that none should perish. “The Lord is not slow will send out laborers into his harvest.’” (Matthew
concerning his promise, as some count slowness; 9:36-38+WEB) Will you be one who whispers Here
but is patient with us, not wishing that any should I am, Lord?
perish, but that all should come to repentance.” A Prayer to Begin the Journey
(2 Peter 3:9 WEB) How about you, believer? If Father, You are a holy, patient, and loving God,

Testimony

agreed that if she went without any expectations, and
simply an open mind and heart, I knew it would help
The testimony story for this month is about her. Maybe not right away, and maybe not in the way
a friend named Debbie. It is a testimony she hoped for. But I could tell Our Lady was calling
that most of us can identify with. At the her to go. As the time of the trip grew near, she had
time this story took place, Debbie was reservations about whether she should go. She was
married and had two sons aged 16 and reluctant to leave her family again. I told her that
12. She had no idea of the tragic loss their everyone who is called to Medjugorje is called for
a special reason and purpose. The visionaries have
family would soon suffer.
While attending a high school reunion out of state, said numerous times that no one goes to Medjugorje
Debbie and her husband received a call that would by accident. After talking about Medjugorje again
change their lives forever. Their 16-year-old son Tim with her for a while, she was once again excited
had just received his driver’s license a week earlier, about going. An interesting side note is Debbie was
and while driving his aunt’s car with a friend at a not Catholic. In fact, Debbie had never even stepped
very high rate of speed, crashed into a large tree, foot into a church as a child. I mention this because
killing both of them instantly. The impact was so it shows that God loves us all equally, and I firmly
violent, it cut the car into two pieces, which then believe Our Lady called Debbie to Medjugorje for
caught fire. Debbie, and her husband, as well as healing.
their younger son Daniel, were devastated. There After arriving in Medjugorje, Debbie was again
feeling an intense sorrow at the loss
were over 400 people at Tim’s funeral.
“I could see the of her son. She was 5000 miles away
There were moments of happiness and
pain that was in a foreign country, and was unable
intense sorrow as people shared their
always very
to visit his grave site. She would burst
stories of how they remembered Tim
and how he had impacted their lives. We evident on her into tears frequently, and we all prayed
all felt and experienced a little of their face was gone! and prayed that she would find healing
and peace in Medjugorje. We were
pain that day. The road to recovery was
Her face just fortunate that the first full day we were
a painful, difficult, day by day struggle.
glowed, and she in Medjugorje, we were able to visit Fr.
Debbie worked for a large corporation,
and had travelled a lot as part of her job. had a smile on Jozo. Father Jozo Zovko was the pastor in
She had been away from home for many her face, which Medjugorje when the apparitions began
weekends over the last 18 months or I hadn’t seen in in June 1981. Later, he was assigned to
a parish in Siroki Brijeg, which is about
so. This was just one of the things that
months.”
a 45 minute drive from Medjugorje. He
tormented her about the loss of Tim; that
she had lost precious time with him by working so would give weekly talks to Medjugorje pilgrims about
Our Lady’s messages. Fr. Jozo is a powerful healing
much away from home.
After almost four months Debbie was still having a priest and a very holy priest, whose words touch
very difficult time getting her life back on track. She the depths of your heart. Debbie (as we all were)
would have occasional good days, but more than not, was deeply touched during his talk. After the talk it
bad days. She would burst into tears frequently. She was customary to go to the church and receive a
had lost all joy in her life. From my own personal blessing from Fr. Jozo. Everyone would line up, and
observations over the weeks and months, there was he would pray over each person. Debbie had never
always a tragic sadness about Debbie, and her mind seen or experienced a priest praying over people and
was many times elsewhere. She would spend almost was hesitant to get in line for a blessing. My wife
all of her spare time at Tim’s grave site, just sitting Ana encouraged her, and led her up near Fr. Jozo.
there and crying. I felt so bad for her, and we prayed Slavenka was our local guide for this group, and we
were both standing next to each other behind Debbie.
very hard for her and her whole family.
Debbie knew a little bit about Medjugorje through We were both praying so hard for Debbie. When Fr.
some of the stories I had told over the years. And one Jozo came to Debbie, Slavenka told him in Croatian
day she asked me about it. She expressed a desire to that Debbie had recently suffered the loss of her son
go to Medjugorje in the hopes it would help her. I told in an accident. In this moment everyone in the group
Debbie that Medjugorje is a very special place, and was praying so hard for Debbie. Fr. Jozo paused for
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In New Zealand and Australia

Over 200 Catholics are offering Catholics “B & B” for $35.00 one person, or $30.00 per person for 2 or more
persons per night, includes continental breakfast. This is a wonderful way for Catholics to meet and enjoy the
company of other Catholics. If you wish to become a host or if you wish to purchase a book with all the details of
hosts, the cost is $15, includes postage, contact or order from Marie Anderson, 2 Brent Place, Christchurch, 8053.
Phone: 03 3595 541, email: marie.ian@xtra.co.nz.

a second, closed his eyes, and laid his hands-on
Debbie’s head. Within a couple of seconds Debbie
was overcome with the Holy Spirit and collapsed. I
was standing behind her for that reason, and caught
her fall and laid her gently on the floor. She rested
peacefully there for a few minutes. As she opened
her eyes and regained her senses, she explained that
when she felt Fr. Jozo lay his hands on her head, she
felt a warmth, and then a tingling that started on the
top of her head and traveled down her spine. She
said she could not move, she could hear, but all she
could see were bright lights around her. She also felt
an amazing peace wash over her. She described it as
a huge weight being lifted from her. I was so happy
for her. I could see the pain that was always very

forget the sense of loss and longing for him, but her
life is hers once again. Her co-workers immediately
noticed the difference in her entire continent, and
commented how they saw such a dramatic change
in her. She smiles, she laughs, she is happy. She has
also told the story of her experience in Medjugorje
to many of her co-workers. All of them have been
deeply touched by her testimony, and many broke
into tears upon hearing it. I felt this was an important
story to tell because we will all suffer the pain and
tragedy of losing loved ones in our lives. In those
desperate times we need to pray and ask God to heal
our wounded hearts. For me, Debbie’s story is a story
of hope for all those who are suffering from the tragic
loss of a loved one.
God Bless! Steve and Ana Shawl
The Medjugorje Web. http://medjugorje.org

evident on her face was gone! Her face just glowed,
and she had a smile on her face, which I hadn’t seen
in months. Later that day she said that she had not
felt so peaceful since before Tim’s death. She prayed
that this peace she felt would stay with her.
The next day we attended English Mass at 10am in St.
James church. It was October and it is usually quite
crowded at that time of year. After Mass I exited the
church out the side door right behind Debbie. I was
surprised to see there was only one woman standing
20 feet or so from the door. Debbie and the woman’s
eyes met, and Debbie immediately walked over to
her and the two began speaking. I stayed where I
was and gave them space. After a couple of minutes,
they embraced, and the woman walked away. Debbie
returned to where I was standing with tears streaming
down her face. She shared with me that the woman
she had spoken with had five children, and all of
them had died. Debbie shared in the woman’s grief,
and said she felt guilty for mourning so much over
the loss of Tim, when this woman had lost all five
of her children. This experience with this mystery
woman solidified and re-enforced the healing she
had received previously with Fr. Jozo.
Upon returning home, Debbie’s life was almost back
to normal. Of course, she will never forget Tim or
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Why I choose the
Catholic Road to Jesus
I was born into the Catholic faith in 1946 at a time
when solemn Masses, devotions, processions, etc.
filled the air in the church. We said rosaries to our
Lady, attended May Crownings and Novenas with an
awesome joy and love for the Mother of Jesus. When
I made my Confirmation at age 12, I truly felt that I
had been clothed in the dress of courage and battle
to fight the evils of this world. I attended Catholic
school with the Sisters of Mt. Carmel. At home
my mother was a great example of good Christian
virtues. She cared deeply for the poor and needy and
always gave a helping hand. Many mornings I would
wake to find a stranger in the living room and could
hear my mother giving a catechism lesson. “Never
be ashamed of doing good to others and always
treat them as you would like to be treated”, was
my mother’s motto to live by. With all the fuss and
mess the world had to offer a child growing up, my
Catholic faith offered such comfort and peace. Now
I was far from perfect and in fact I was always the
“class clown”, you know, do anything for a laugh, and
I did. I truly gave those good sisters of Mt. Carmel
a hard time, but I think a few laughs, at least they
told me when I left that they would ever forget my
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name or my mouth. They also wanted me to join
them as a sister so I couldn’t have been that bad. But
I am ashamed of some of the things I did there and
I know purgatory is waiting. One thing I was sure of
though is that I would be going to heaven, after all I
was my mother’s daughter. I just had to stay close to
her and would be swept up in her spirituality.
My sweet Lord had other plans. When I was 20
years old, my mother, at age 55, was called to her
final rest. I had been married 9 months and was 5
months pregnant with my first child when I was told
that my mother had cancer. Six months later she
was gone. My mother had designed and sewed my
wedding dress and the five bridesmaid dresses, my
going-away outfit and catered all the food (with help
of relatives, that’s the way it was done at good old
Cajun weddings). Can you imagine how I felt when
I realized that she must not have been feeling very
well at that time? I cried for what seemed like an
eternity. My heart ached for her presence and her
light. As I sit to write this, it has been 33 years since
her death and tears still stream down my face at her
loss but more so for what Jesus has done for me in
all those years and because of how, I see now, my
mother gave her life for me.
It was difficult, but staying true to my Catholic
faith is what saved me.
When she died I was young and frightened and very
hurt. I had to blame someone and the only one I
felt that was responsible was God. Why did he take
someone so good when there were so many bad
people in the world? Couldn’t she do more good in
the world? I had many confusing thoughts like; she
was kind to others and so many people loved her, how
could God repay her this way; what am I supposed to
do without her; what is my daddy and brothers and
sister to do without her (we were 19, 20, 21, 24). We
weren’t babies but we needed our mother. I was so
disappointed with God and felt so hurt by Him. I was
told that He loved me. How could He love me if He
let such a cruel thing like this happen to me? Was it
all worth it, to do good, live a devoted Catholic life,
going to church on Sundays, staying away from the
evils of this world. None of it made sense to me any
more. I wanted to leave it all and I think I might have
just run off and joined the “hippies and the life of
drugs” if it hadn’t been for my husband and baby and
the love of God and my dear mother. I began praying
very hard for acceptance of her death. I attended
daily Mass and received Holy Communion, said many
rosaries and begged God to mend my broken heart.

PIONEER

The Pioneer Total Abstinence Association of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
was founded by Fr James A. Callan S.J. in Dublin on 28 December 1898
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For a long time I didn’t understand but was given
the courage to persevere in prayer and longing.
Finally my prayer was answered. One day in prayer,
several years later, I was consumed by a great love
beyond this world. You know in the Bible when it
talks of “my cup runneth over” well I knew exactly
what that meant. I thought my heart would burst out
of my chest. It felt as though my small heart could
not hold all the love that was being given to me. As
the tears flowed, I could understand that God had
blessed my dear mother with her prize, her crown,
the destination, the crown we all seek as Christians
who believe in eternal life. I understood that my
thoughts were selfish and that my mother was in
heaven where there is love, and peace and joy and
goodness. Didn’t she belong there? I understood that
heaven waits for all of us and that I must be busy
about finding my path there on my own.
And so it began. My journey has been great, looking
back. At the time I went kicking and screaming but
now I can see very plainly God’s hand in my life. I
often ask Him why He didn’t and still doesn’t let me
see those things earlier, you know, before I make
a fool out of myself. I ask Him to make me mute,
He won’t. I ask Him to take my friends away so I
can have more time to pray, He won’t. I ask Him
to quit putting ideas in my heart because I am too
old to handle the work and stress of putting on a
production of His kind. He won’t. I think He enjoys
watching me humiliate myself, which I always do. I
asked Him once when I was very young to use me as
His instrument and send me anywhere to do anything
He needed. I don’t know what I was thinking! It
must have been after an inspiring religion class or
retreat. Yes, He answered that one. My husband is
a banker and believe it or not we moved 8 times in
34 years. I use to fuss my husband and blame him
for the mess of having to adjust 5 children to a new
school and neighborhood every three years. “Why
can’t you just find a place and stay”. Finally I realized
it was me. I was to blame. I looked back and saw the
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foster children we took in, the people brought back
to the faith, the organizations that blossomed, the
programs begun, the battles we fought for the poor
and needy, the love we received and the strength
from strangers, all were certainly the hand of GOD
guiding my journey.
Hey, life was good. In fact I overheard my husband
talking with a friend of his and they were being silly
and actually said, “Life doesn’t get much better than
this”. I had to agree. It was the ‘80s. We had things,
we had friends, we loved Jesus and loved being His
disciple in the mission field. But my sweet Lord Jesus,
you wanted more and you always get Your way,
especially when some young fool gives you back her
free will (another retreat or inspiring religion class,
those nuns and priests did have a way with words).
It wasn’t long after those dreaded words were spoken
when Jesus must have given Satan a free reign on
my life just like He did poor Job. My husband lost his
6 figured salary job, we lost our beautiful $250,000
Victorian home, my children lost their friends and
future the way we had planned. Slowly I was being
detached from all material and earthly things. But
what He had in mind to replace those things I could
never ever imagine. We were moving to my home
town where my Daddy still lived and so I was a bit
happy in spite of the devastation. I was so close to
my daddy. I loved him as a father but even more all
my life I had loved him as a son. His mother died
when he was 3 months old and he hardly knew his
Would you like to pray

The LITTLE OFFICE
of the
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY?
(a devotion practised since the 10th Century)
A Pocket Edition is now available
in contemporary english
$5.00 (p.p.free in NZ)
Send Name & Address to:
‘BVM’ P.O. Box 88, Whitianga 3510

brothers and sisters. I had been by his side in good
and bad times. I am named after his mother, Oceana.
He knew that I would always be his little girl and
so I was happy to be living near him, to be able to
cook for him and have coffee with him and just to
sit at his side and listen to the same tales over and
over. A month before I could move home, my dear
daddy died. When my mother died I was holding her
hand and saying the Our Father as she took her last
breath, but I could not get home in time to be with
daddy. I had told him months before that if he died
before me I wanted him to hug my sweet Jesus for
me and to let me know, if he could, what it’s like
there. Weeks before I was washing my hair and I had
a vision of him in a coffin and I just screamed “NO”.
It went away and I never gave it another thought.
Once again I couldn’t stop crying. My children needed
me to help them adjust to their new surroundings yet I
was in such grief myself. Everywhere I turned in town
I could see my daddy. He had lived there all his 72
years. It took time but I made peace with his death.
My daddy wasn’t the model of virtue that my mother
was yet he had a good heart and was a good man
and had been dealt a pretty tough hand. Seven years
after my daddy had been laid to rest a strange thing
happened. I was in the living room watching my little
grandbaby and talking with my daughter when I saw
my daddy appear in the middle of the room. He was
like a hologram. It was Holy Thursday in 1995 and
only for a second. I was in total peace and I called
it aloud and of course my daughter looked at me
like I was nuts so we kept on visiting and watching
the baby. It wasn’t until I was alone and saying my
rosary and came to the Sorrowful mysteries when I
was caught up in such emotion with the passion of
Jesus that the most amazing event took place. It’s
very difficult to describe but I could see what seemed
like purgatory. Everything was gray. I could see what
I knew was my daddy yet I couldn’t distinguish faces.
I also saw a lady with a veil wiping his forehead and
comforting him. I didn’t know who the lady was. I
wasn’t sure if it was his mother or the Blessed Mother.
At the time I didn’t know that Our Lady does indeed
go to purgatory and comforts the poor souls. I began
saying Masses and offering prayers and sacrifices
for my daddy’s release. Soon I was given a deep
love and peace about my daddy. Thank you Lord for
your blessings and the teachings of purgatory in my
precious Catholic faith.
Soon after that happening a friend showed me

a picture of the scenery at Conyers, Georgia and
immediately I knew I had to go there. My husband
took me and from then on my life has been so
drastically changed. I had always had a genuine
love for Jesus and felt close to Him, but He was so
wonderful as He called me closer to His heart and
the heart of His Immaculate Mother. He wooed me
for weeks, waking me up at night 3 or 4 times just to
hear me say I love you. That was so awesome to me.
That the God of the universe would wake me, a little
Cajun girl from Thibodaux, Louisiana, just to hear me
say “I love You”. There have been favors given in
Holy Hour and other times which I don’t understand
but I thank the Lord for showing Himself to this loudmouth, controlling and selfish human being. Why
and how He loves me at all is indeed a mystery. I
know I must tell others of the love God has for all His
children and that He wants a personal relationship
with each one. Each one of us is like His only child.
How awesome!!!
He soothes me in the knowledge that He respects all
the years of “church” work that I have done (and still
do) in His name but nothing compares with the deep
personal relationship that He has called me to have
with Him. My only desire in this world is to do the will
of God the Father. That is not always easy to do when
the world tells one thing and God says another. I pray
for my five children and five grand children who have
to grow up in this time we are living. It’s a great
time yet a frightening time. I think they feel a lot like
I did years ago. They watch me do and say what I
do and they know how deeply I love the Lord but of
course think it is too much. How can you love the
Lord too much? What is more important? R movies,
disgraceful sitcoms on TV, music with indecent videos,
smoking, drugs, abortions, killing, suicides etc. Come
on world, get a grip. Get close to Jesus, He has all
the answers. The only way to know His will is to pray
and stay in a close relationship with Him so that He
may gently whisper in your ear what it is He asks
of you today. My Lord and My All, I love you in the
Blessed Sacrament and in the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass and in all Your Mighty Works and Blessings. I
am grateful for the fullness of my Catholic faith and I
love Our Holy Father and all His teachings. I love Our
Dear Blessed Lady, Mother of God, and all the saints.
I thank my God for this beautiful Jubilee Year and I
thank you for allowing me to profess my faith. Pray
that I may always be what God desires me to be. I
will pray for you.
By Oceana Broussard, Catholic Testimonies.com
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MY SOUL IS THIRSTING FOR YOU, OH LORD - Volume II – by Willy Vermeulen

Available for $5 plus $1.40 postage, 4/8 Elizabeth St, Tauranga 3110 or e-mail willybverm@gmail.com

“Let us imitate the attitude
of Jesus toward the sick:
he takes care of everyone,
He shares their suffering
and opens their heart to
hope.” – Pope Francis

Questionnaire
WE REMIND READERS THAT, IN ORDER TO REMAIN ON OUR MAILING LIST, THEY SHOULD CONTACT
US AT LEAST EVERY TWO YEARS.
We would appreciate it if all readers WHO HAVE NOT DONE SO would fill in the questionnaire below. Any
comments, requests or criticisms will be welcome.
AS OUR MAGAZINE IS FREE, THIS IS NOT A REQUEST FOR DONATIONS, but to ensure that it is actually read.
(If those who reply wish to give a financial contribution, we would be very grateful, but this is not essential.)

c Yes, I wish to continue receiving the ‘Medjugorje News’.
c No, please take me off your mailing list.
c My address has changed and is now:
Name ............................................................................................................................................................
Address (if not on back or if changed)..............................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................
Comments......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................
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Myriam Media Ministries
4 We have a full range of audio and video tapes of all Eucharistic Conventions, DVDs from EWTN
Catholic TV, Saints, Church teaching, World Youth Day, Pope Benedict’s inauguration, children’s
Programme, etc.
4 Sister Emmanuel’s talks are available on CDs and audio tapes
4 Stressed? Oppressed? Bless! – Fr Donald Calloway’s incredible testimony – The miracle of the Rosary
4 Joyful Mysteries – Witness of a Professional Sinner - 1 tape $8.oo each or 2 or more $6.oo each
4 The Rosary with Medjugorje with Luminous mysteries on CD $15.oo
4 Books: Souls in Purgatory – donation

Contact: Myriam Media Ministries,
10 Park Ave, Birkenhead, North Shore City 0626. Phone/Fax 09-418 3428

*Important reminder*
When writing to us or sending us new names and/or addresses, please:
- Include your Return Address
- NAMES & ADDRESSES MUST BE IN CAPITAL LETTERS, BLOCK LETTERS

a Have you enjoyed reading this issue? a Is it helping you in your spiritual life?
a Do you think others would benefit from reading it?
What about passing it on to someone or leave it in any church porch/foyer or anywhere else,
so others can read it too.
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