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The Medjugorje Story
the parish of Medjugorje and the world. All six still
claim apparitions, though only three of them now on
a daily basis, and each of the six says that he or she
has received, or is in the process of receiving, ten
secrets. The first of the secrets is to be revealed to
the world through Mirjana Dragicevic, and the third
is said to be concerned with a permanent sign that
will authenticate the apparitions and be a help to
conversion, and will be evident to all at Medjugorje.
The visionaries say that Our Lady identifies herself
to them as the Queen of Peace.
As a result of these claims, more than forty million
people have visited Medjugorje from all over
the world and there have been many assertions
regarding remarkable signs and wonders, cures
and spiritual healing. There is no doubt at all that
those millions of people have found a pilgrimage to
Medjugorje one of the most spiritually significant
experiences of their lives.

On the evening of 24 June 1981, in the
parish of St James in Medjugorje, six
young people claimed to have seen the
Blessed Virgin Mary on Podbrdo Hill.
The next day four of the six alleged another meeting
with Our Lady, and said they spoke with her. On this
occasion, the four teenagers (three girls and a boy)
were joined by another young boy and a teenage
girl. These six became the definitive visionaries
in Medjugorje; they are Ivanka Ivankovic, Mirjana
Dragicevic, Vicka Ivankovic, Ivan Dragicevic, Marija
Pavlovic and Jakov Colo.
Since 1981, these six young people have been the
centre of world attention, and medical and scientific
studies. Their principal claim is that practically every
day to the present time, our Blessed Lady has been
appearing to one or more of them, and that from
her they have received thousands of messages for

We acknowledge and accept that the authority regarding the authenticity of apparitions, locutions and related messages as well as
all private revelations from Our Lord, Our Lady or any Saint rests with the Holy See of Rome whose final judgement we will respect
and obey. We also affirm our total allegiance to our One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, our Priests and Bishops and our Holy
Father, Pope Francis.
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THE MEDJUGORJE MESSAGE
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY PROPOSES A SIX-POINT PROGRAMME:
1. Faith - Belief in God and in the supernatural. It is your true vision. Therefore live by it.
2. Commitment to God - Let Him direct your life. Begin by turning away from sin in true
conversion and repentance.
3. Prayer - Regular Mass, monthly confession, daily rosary and dedication to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
4. Fasting - Bread and water on Fridays (and Wednesdays) if you can. If not, at least cut back or
practise some other form of self denial.
5. Peace - In your own heart, in your family and neighbourhood and workplace, in all your human
relations and reaching out to the war-stricken world.
6. The Holy Bible - We should read part of the Holy Scripture every day.

THE MESSAGES OF MARY ARE ADDRESSED NOT ONLY TO CATHOLICS
BUT TO THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE, REGARDLESS OF BELIEFS OR RELIGION.

Our Lady’s Messages
April, 25 2018
“Dear children!
Today I am calling you to live your new life with Jesus. May the Risen One give you strength to always be
strong in the trials of life and to be faithful and persevering in prayer; because Jesus saved you by His wounds
and by His Resurrection gave you new life. Pray, little children, and do not lose hope. May joy and peace be in
your hearts and witness the joy that you are mine. I am with you and love you all with my motherly love.
Thank you for having responded to my call.”
May 25, 2018
“Dear children!
In this peaceless time, I am calling you to have more trust in God who is your Father in Heaven and who has
sent me to lead you to Him. You, open your hearts to the gifts which He desires to give you and, in the silence of
your heart, adore my Son Jesus who has given His life so that you may live in eternity – where He desires to lead
you. May your hope be the joy of a meeting with the Most High in every day life. Therefore, I am calling you: do
not neglect prayer because prayer works miracles.
Thank you for having responded to my call.”
June 25, 2018
“Dear children!
This is the day that the Lord gave me to give Him thanks for each of you, for those who have converted and
have accepted my messages and have set out on the way of conversion and holiness. Rejoice, little children,
because God is merciful and loves you all with His immeasurable love and leads you to the way of salvation
through my coming here. I love you all and give you my Son that He may give you peace.
Thank you for having responded to my call.”
July 25, 2018
“Dear children!
God called me to lead you to Him because He is your strength. That is why I am calling you to pray to Him and
to trust in Him, because He is your refuge from every evil that lurks and carries souls far from the grace and joy
to which you are all called. Little children, live Heaven here on earth so that it will be good for you; and may the
commandments of God be a light on your way. I am with you and I love you all with my motherly love.
Thank you for having responded to my call.”
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From the Editor:
Dear Friends of Medjugorje News,
Tēnā koutou katoa. Greetings to you all! Welcome to another issue of the magazine. Hopefully
it will inspire and encourage you on your saintly mission. May the peace of our blessed Mother
reign in your hearts as you walk your faith journey.
As a very spontaneous person (sometimes to my detriment!) I recently enrolled into a terrific
Maori flax weaving course online and have thoroughly enjoyed learning new skills and some
te reo (maori language) as I learn the tikanga (values and practices) of raranga (the art of weaving).
I have discovered it to be a lovely way to meditate and re-center myself in my otherwise hectic schedule of work,
community and family life. Before I cut or harvest my harakeke (flax) I say a karakia (prayer) offering the weaving
work I am about to produce, up to God, for the safety of my hands while cutting flax from the plant, and that I do
the flax justice and produce something beautiful from this versatile plant he has provided.
Ketes are weaved inside out, making knots, tying off, tucking in. Here I think of the twists
and turns of life, the rough patches, the misunderstandings, the close calls. When my kete
is finished, it is turned in on itself so that the good side is what is shown off, smooth, tidy,
finished, polished. Metaphorically, we can liken this to life. As we navigate through trials,
tribulations and challenges, our character is formed with all the twists and knots as we
weave difficulties and brokeness together with prayer, sacrifice and faith, sometimes visable,
sometimes wrapped in our shortness or impatience with others, hoping we are not judged
because we are having a tough day. The ratty tie offs or cracked pieces were necessary to form the beauty that often
comes from trials and suffering, the beauty that has been steadily formed on the inside, refined, polished. I have come
to discover how those that suffer the most whilst persevering in faith, shine brilliantly from the inside! They share in
God’s redemptive love! May God be praised!
On another note, we have a new layout! We really hope you like it! Sarah let me loose with my
graphic layout skills, it’s so nice to stretch my legs again after a period of intensive training as
a support worker for my truly patient and forgiving tetraplegic husband.
Also, there is a really exciting event ‘Worldwide Rosary’ coming up on October 7th, check
it out on pages 12-13. It would be wonderful to join together in union with the whole world
in asking our Blessed Mother to intercede on our behalf to God for peace and conversion
in these troubled times in our homes, our marriages, familys and communities. Our
Parish community have committed to a 54 day Novena starting 15th August. Everyday from then to 6th October
we will be praying the rosary at our Sacred Heart church in Dargaville at 12.15pm. Anyone is welcome to join us either
physically or spiritually during this time.
As emphasized in ‘Miriyana’s Watch’ on page 10, we are in a period of grace, won for us by Our Lady. May the love of
our Blessed Mother reach even the most difficult and darkest areas of our lives, bringing warmth and healing to the lost
and broken, the rejected and abandoned, in heavenly union with the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
Ka kite ano, peace be with you, Miriam Guthrie

regular basis, usually once every 1-2 months. Can you
help?
There will be absolutely no cost to you, Divine Mercy
Publications/Trust will cover all expenses including
sending funds via the prison Chaplain approximately
twice per year to help the inmates purchase food,
toiletries, medicines, clothes and in some case pay a
portion of their children‘s school fees to prevent them
becoming ‘street kids‘.
All you need give is your time and mercy to these
needy souls.
If you would like to know more please contact us.
Thank you for your consideration of this important
request.

Visiting those in prison –
by writing
Would you like to become involved in a very
special work of mercy by writing to long-term
prisoners in a foreign country? Divine Mercy
Publications have set up a team of letter writers
to correspond with the inmates of a maximum
security jail in Zambia, central Africa. Most of
these are Catholics/Christians to whom we send
reading and prayer literature as well as clothes
and toiletries.
The requests for pen pals are growing; the prison we
write to has over 400 inmates, most of whom are in
desperate need of consolation and encouragement.
They are served by an Irish Catholic priest, whom they
see 2-3 times per month.
We wish to continue this important work of mercy
and need helpers to ‘adopt’ a prisoner and write on a

Divine Mercy Publications Trust
Christchurch. PO Box 20266,
Bishopdale, Christchurch 8543.
Ph/Fax 03-359 2087
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Excerpts from
Children of Medjugorje
From Sister Emmanuel - http://www.childrenofmedjugorje.com/

Five Simple Messages
Sr. Emmanuel is the founder of Children of Medjugorje,
a lay missionary organization dedicated to delivering five
simple messages from Our Lady in Medjugorje:

aFasting
aPraying of the Rosary
aScripture Reading
aHoly Mass
aConfession

the grace of God, we have chosen to be Apostles of her love,
and despite our weaknesses and failures, we want to fight
at her side for this humanity that Jesus redeemed at such a
great price. We will pray for our families, our friends and our
enemies, our towns and villages, our countries and for the
conversion of all men. Let us stand firm! United around our
beloved Mother, let us take up our rosaries and pray with one
heart and one soul, united in God’s love, to obtain MERCY
from Heaven for the whole world. So great is the power of
prayer! We can hasten the triumph of the Immaculate Heart
of Mary and shorten the time of trial!

On May 2, 2018, Mirjana received her monthly apparition
at the Blue Cross, surrounded by a huge crowd. After the
apparition, she delivered the message Mary gave for all of us:
“Dear children, all that my Son, who is the light of love,
has done and does, He has done out of love. Also you, my
children, when you live in love and love your neighbors, you
are doing the will of my Son. Apostles of my love, make
yourselves little; open your pure hearts to my Son so that He
can work through you. With the help of faith, be filled with
love. But, my children, do not forget that the Eucharist is the
heart of faith. This is my Son who feeds you with His Body
and strengthens you with His Blood. This is a miracle of love:
my Son who always comes anew, alive, to bring life back to
souls. My children, by living in love you are doing the will of
my Son and He lives in you. My children, my motherly desire
is for you to always love Him more, because He is calling you
with His love. He is giving you love so that you may spread it
to all those around you. As a mother, through His love, I am
with you to speak the words of love and hope to you-to speak
to you the eternal words that are victorious over time and
death-so as to call you to be my apostles of love. Thank you.”

The Rosary on the coast in the UK took place on Sunday
April 29th to pray for faith, life and peace in the British
Isles. Those who joined for this prayerful occasion implored
Our Lady to ask her Son Jesus to help those in need. This is
something which a number of countries have done over the
past year to implore heaven’s Divine protection. It is so badly
needed! We thank Our Lady for all the graces she has poured
out on the UK and the countries which have joined together
to pray in this way.

Given the urgent need for help from Heaven for our world,
an excellent initiative has been launched by believers for
the feast of Our Lady of Fatima on May 13th. Remember:
on May 13th 1917, Our Lady asked the 3 little shepherds to “pray
the Rosary every day for peace in the world and to end the war.”
Now on Sunday May 13, at 3pm, we will form a chain of
prayer around the world and, uniting our hearts and our
voices, we will offer a rosary to Mary! By doing this we will
be seeking her powerful intercession, in communion with all
those who – in their thousands around the world – will want
to join us. We will start by sincerely thanking her for all the
graces she has already obtained for us, and will implore her
ardently for an end to the culture of death and all the terrible
wounds it inflicts on people today, especially young people.
Our Mother needs our fervent prayers to defeat the powers of
evil, the apostasy of many Christians, atheism, the black tide
of pornography and deviations of all kinds, the idols of money
and power, the slavery of drugs and that of the mass media…
Mary sees humanity sinking deeper each day into sin. “Dear
children, she said, “you are giving yourself up into Satan’s
hands without thinking!” So many people are serving Satan
without realizing it, and are even worshipping him!
But Our Mother is there to crush the head of the serpent. By

On June 2, 2018, Mirjana received her monthly
apparition at the Blue Cross, in the presence of a huge
crowd. After the apparition, she conveyed the message that
Our Lady gave for us all:
“Dear children, I am calling you to accept my words which I
am speaking to you as a mother, with a simplicity of heart,
so that you may set out on the way of complete light and
purity, of the singular love of my Son, man and God. A joy-a
light indescribable in human words-will penetrate your soul
and the peace and love of my Son will take hold of you. I
desire this for all of my children. Therefore, you, apostles of
my love, you who know how to love and forgive, you who do
not judge, you whom I encourage, you be an example to all
those who are not going on the way of light and love or who
have diverted from it. By your life show them the truth. Show
them love because love overcomes all difficulties, and all of
my children thirst for love. Your unity in love is a gift to my
Son and me. But, my children, remember that to love also
means to desire the good for your neighbor and to desire
conversion of your neighbor’s soul. As I am looking at you
gathered around me, my heart is sad, because I see so little
brotherly love, merciful love.My children, the Eucharist-my
Son alive among you-His words will help you comprehend,
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because His word is life, His word makes the soul breath, His
word brings about cognition of love. Dear children, anew, I
am imploring you as a mother who desires the good for her
children: love your shepherds, pray for them. Thank you.”

won by The One who crushes the head of the serpent with her
heel. Be patient, for after new ordeals that you will offer to God
for those who have not yet known the love of God, you will see
that Jesus was, is, and will be in your boat, and that you will
not sink! On the contrary, you will catch many fish in your nets!
A comforting note: In Portugal, the law in favor of euthanasia
was rejected by Parliament.

Her heart is sad? It is not the first time Our Lady has
appeared sad when she looks at us.
What does she see? Or rather, what doesn’t she see? As the
Mother of the Creator, she knows the splendor of holiness
to which every one of us is called. She also sees our choices
today, and the easiness with which we let ourselves be
trapped by the snares of the Evil one, who wants to destroy
us. She tells us, “My children, I want to gather all of you
under my maternal mantle, to protect you from the attacks
of Satan.”
What is the maternal mantle under which Our Lady invites
us? It is the one she received at the Annunciation when the
Angel Gabriel told her, “The Holy Spirit will overshadow you.”
This “overshadowing” of the Holy Spirit, has never left her.
This is why the poisoned arrows of the Evil One could never
go through it, since it is the Holy Spirit Himself protecting
her. This is why the ones who live under the mantle of Mary
are protected too! If Mary is sad today, it is because she
dreams of communicating to us all the love that flows from
her Immaculate Heart; she sees all the love that we could
share with one another but we don’t because we wander out
of the mantle, far from her Heart… As a result we expose
ourselves to inner emptiness and many needless tribulations!
Every mother understands that very well.
To be sure to live inside the maternal mantle of Mary, the road
is simple, and we are privileged to be able to take it: knowing,
meditating and living her messages with all our heart! In
other words, living the Gospel of her Son, re-explained with
her motherly words for our time.

On July 2, 2018 Mirjana received her monthly apparition
at the Blue Cross, surrounded by a large crowd of pilgrims.
Here is the message that Mary addresses to everyone:
“Dear children, I am the mother of all of you and, therefore,
do not be afraid because I hear your prayers. I know that you
seek me and that is why I am praying to my Son for you, my
Son who is united with the Heavenly Father and the Holy Spirit
- the Paraclete - my Son who leads souls to the Kingdom from
where He came, the Kingdom of peace and light. My children,
you are given the freedom to choose, but, as a mother, I
implore you to choose the freedom for the good. You, with
pure and simple souls comprehend-even if sometimes you
do not understand the words-and within yourselves you feel
what the truth is. My children, do not lose the truth and true
life so as to follow the false one. By life in truth, the Kingdom
of Heaven enters into your hearts, and that is the Kingdom of
peace, love and harmony.
Then, my children, there will not be the selfishness
which distances you from my Son. There will be love and
understanding for your neighbors. Because, remember, again
I repeat to you, to pray also means to love others, your
neighbors, and to give yourself to them. Love and give in my
Son, and then He will work in you and for you. My children,
ceaselessly think of my Son and love Him immeasurably and
you will have true life, and that will be for eternity. Thank you,
apostles of my love.”

Ireland ablaze! Like most European countries, with the
exception of Poland, Malta and Cyprus, on May 25 the
majority of voters in Ireland made their choice in favor of the
culture of death making abortion legal. There are questions
over whether the referendum was carried out fairly and some
challenges have been made. One complaint is that some
groups of people were not able to vote, particularly convents
and elderly people. This result does not really express the
voice of the Irish people yet they have to submit to the
consequences of it until the triumph of the Immaculate Heart,
when everyone’s hearts will be enlightened. The culture of
death, even if it made the partisans of abortion dance, never
attracts the blessing of God upon a country nor peace in the
hearts of those who live there!
But one must admire the generosity of so many Irish people
who prayed and fasted with so much fervor during the months
preceding the vote. The shock they received upon seeing
the sad victory of the culture of death provoked a beautiful
reaction: they kept on praying, but this time as reparation for
the abortions performed today and the ones to come in the
future. As Our Lady said on March 18 in her yearly message
given to Mirjana, “Dear children, your battle if difficult, it will
become even more difficult!”
Dear Irish friends, don’t give up hope, the victory is already

The Anointing of the Sick. During a mission in Asia in 2011,
I participated in a Mass during which the priest offered us the
Sacrament of the Sick. As I had a problem with my cervical
vertebra (upper spine) so I went forward, and after I received
the Sacrament, I was healed. This pain never came back.
Many people come to Medjugorje or Lourdes to ask Heaven
for a healing. Many also pray for this intention. They are often
willing to travel thousands of miles in order to meet a priest
with a special gift, or even a “healer”, to have their prayers
answered.
They forget that Christ Himself has left us a special Sacrament
for the sick in which all His power unfolds, as it did in the time
of His preaching: the Anointing of the Sick. Some are healed
after receiving this Sacrament, others are given the strength
to bear their suffering with Jesus.
This Sacrament, which for a long time was called the Last
Rights, is not just for the dying! Given its rightful place after
the Second Vatican Council, it is offered to all those who
suffer from a physical or psychic illness. This Sacrament is
given along with the Sacrament of Reconciliation - a good
confession with renunciation of sin - and the Eucharist, two
Sacraments that can also bring healing.
To anoint the sick, priests use the Oil of the Sick. All parishes
have in store this Oil of the Sick and it is desirable for this
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Sacrament to become better known to the faithful, and
received more often. Let’s not wait for the patient to be dying
in agony before we offer it! Of course, the Blessed Mother
willingly prays to her Son to heal us, but why not ask first for
the Sacrament that He Himself offers us through His Church.

hands, powerless to save anyone. He is real and alive, and His
name is love! His name is “God saves”, Yeshua!
A great disciple of Christ, Father Kevin Scallon, left to join
the Father on June 25th, during the 37th anniversary of
Our Lady’s apparitions. Throughout his life as a priest, he
tirelessly travelled the world to draw souls to God, especially
to His Eucharistic presence. Endowed with inspired words and
often the gift of healing, he frequently accompanied Sister
Briege McKenna in her missions, thus saving a large number
of priests, releasing them from all kinds of torments that the
enemy can inflict upon “God’s Chosen ones”.
Father Kevin would stay with us for a few days almost every
year in Medjugorje with Sr. Briege, counselling us and telling
us stories. We loved him very much. To us he was a real
father, radiating the face and the tender love of the Heavenly
Father. One of our sisters said, “If I were to imagine the
love of the Heavenly Father, I would compare him to Father
Kevin’s heart.”
Here is one of the most beautiful stories from his life, which
describes so well his special closeness to God:
Christmas Eve, a mysterious encounter.
While Father Kevin was driving to his nephew’s house to
celebrate Christmas, his car broke down at 9pm. The car just
would not start again but he was still an hour away from his
nephew. It was Christmas Eve, and since he had left Dublin,
he had not seen a single car or a living soul. In the glow of the
moon, he saw a small house right in front of the place where
the car was stuck. A light shone at the window. He decided to
ask to use the phone to call his nephew. He opened the little
white wooden fence, followed the path and knocked at the
door, as there was no doorbell. A man looking rather young
opened the door and greeted him warmly. Looking inside the
house, he saw a young woman with a baby in her arms. She
was holding the baby’s head against her cheek. She smiled at
Father Kevin who asked her husband if he could make a call.
The young man replied, “We do not have a telephone, but if
you walk back to the city, there is a bicycle salesman to the
right of the supermarket, he will let you use the phone.” “May
I leave the car in front of your house?” asked Fr Kevin. “Of
course, I will keep an eye on it,” replied the man. He thanked
the couple and wished them a merry Christmas.
So, on this beautiful night, in the moonlight, Fr Kevin walked
all the way to the city to the bicycle shop. On the way, he
kept thinking about his meeting with the couple and their
baby, especially with that strange smell in the house. It did
not smell like Ireland. Why did it remind him of his recent trip
to the Holy Land? And why was the house only lit by candles?
From the bicycle shop, Father Kevin was able to call his
nephew who came to pick him up. The next day, they fixed
the car with a local mechanic. When the work was done, Fr
Kevin wanted to say hello to the young family living opposite,
and walked to the little white wooden fence but he couldn’t
find it. There was only a hedge, and farther on, just a field,
and no house as far as the eye could see. On the return trip,
his nephew kept talking. Father Kevin, meanwhile, remained
silent. It was the feast of the Holy Family... Hadn’t he seen it
with his own eyes?!

Head-on clash between a Buddhist and the Living
God Who is Mike Lim? Of Chinese origin, this man lived in
Singapore. His faith was that of a convinced Buddhist, and he
was fiercely anti-Catholic. Despite this, he had a good heart
and loved his family dearly.
His older sister, Violet, had been severely ill since her teenage
years and her illness was incurable. Violet had to undergo a
large number of operations. This was all done in vain as the
illness and the pain were only getting worse: a real family
nightmare. Mike could no longer stand to see her suffer like
that, stuck in her wheelchair, without being able to help her.
He had tried everything and was desperate.
In June 1995, moved by so much suffering, a Catholic friend,
Rose, dared to suggest to him that he take his sister to a
Mass followed by a charismatic prayer of healing. After first
refusing categorically, Mike felt he had nothing to lose and
relented. Once in the church, he felt uncomfortable, as this
kind of prayer seemed ridiculous to him. But during the prayer
that followed the Mass, Rose, moved by the Spirit, whispered
in his ear, “Come on, Mike! Ask Jesus to heal your sister!”
Willing to ‘play the game’ for the sake of his sister, Mike
went for it, and, for the first time in his life he addressed this
unknown God: “Jesus, if you make her walk, I will believe in
you!”
Then, out of the blue, he saw the priest heading straight
to Violet, laying his hands on her for a moment, in prayer.
Then, with authority, out loud, the priest told her, “Now stand
up!” And that was the moment when the impossible became
reality... Mike’s eyes opened wide! He saw Violet slowly
getting up from her wheelchair, then walking, then running,
and finally dancing in the church! Mike was absolutely stunned
and moved to the very depths of his being! He couldn’t help
crying out, “My Goodness! He is alive! He is real!” Then he
began to weep and sob, as he kept on repeating the same
words: “He is alive! He’s real!”
On that day his entire life turned upside down. This antiCatholic was now eager to know everything about Jesus and
the Catholic faith. He discovered the Bible and devoured it
from A to Z in two months. He would read it for hours a day,
like a thirsty man who has finally found the living water that
quenches his thirst. His soul wanted the living God so much!
He was baptized, as was his whole family. He entered seminary
at the age of 38, and is now a priest of Jesus Christ in an
Australian Catholic parish. He always says to his parishioners:
“It took me 35 years to find the Living God, but you received
Him from your childhood! And you want to get rid of Him?
Listen to me: “Never abandon Him!”
This same Mike Lim, who became Father Mikael, visited us
recently in Medjugorje. He is also the one who gave us the
Anointing of the Sick in Singapore in 2011, this Sacrament
that allowed me to receive the important healing that I
mentioned above.
Yes, Jesus is alive! Our God is not a statue made by human
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Dearest Gospa, the day of your Triumph is
getting closer, and already we rejoice with
you! Please give us the strength to live the time
that remains in defiance against the enemy’s
tricks, and help us shorten this difficult time
by living your messages, especially with your
dear “twin weapons” that are prayer and
fasting with the heart!
Sister Emmanuel +

to be together, talking, being interested in each other. Or,
they watch television and there is no conversation, no
dialogue. Then with this selfishness come jealousy, hatred
and misunderstanding.
Satan is at work, he wants to divide and destroy the family.
Each person is concerned with material things, trying to get
the most advantage out of his situation. Material wellbeing
Vicka, one of the seers at Medjugorje spoke: “My father, becomes the most important thing. It is a disease. Hearts
Petar Ivankovic who has died, spent 35 years of his life and souls do not receive any nourishment and become
working on constructions sites in Germany to be able to starved. The incessant quest for material wellbeing wears
feed us. In our village it was necessary for many men to go the family out and closes the members to each other. Each
abroad, to find work, to help their families. My father never one suffers alone and, without prayer, it often gets to be
thought of himself. He never thought about the They no longer unbearable. God does not hold the first place; the
sadness of not living with us, the solitude in
young ones do not receive enough love; sadness
take time to
his exile, or the hardship of his work. (He was pray together grows as well as discontent and anger; and families
one among many men whose living quarters,
because they
break up. They do not even see why they are
‘algecos’, were by the roadside, bitterly cold in think they have breaking up and they say to God, “Why did You let
winter and torrid in the summer.) No, he saw more important my family break up?’
things to do.
But we should not behave this way. We are
all these things as his necessary responsibility
responsible! The most important thing is to protect
to ensure the survival of his family. He loved
us and he was courageous. He sacrificed everything for us. family life and family unity! Unity of hearts comes with
Today, it is not like that. Families go through crisis because prayer, when God is given the first place and we give
people think first of themselves before their families. ourselves for our family. I am not saying that material
Everything becomes more important than the family. things do not matter. They do.
They no longer take time to pray together because they For 26 years Our Lady has been asking us to take the time
think they have more important things to do. This is a big to pray as a family every day. She knows why! She wants
mistake. They no longer want to give of themselves or to to protect us from disaster. But many do not listen. It is
really very simple. Just begin today and pray.
freely give time to their family.

MEDJUGORJE SEER
SPEAKS ABOUT
FAMILY LIFE

Each person lives for himself, without taking the time

Marian Movement WA Newsletter No. 148
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“What passes for forgiveness in our day is often nothing more than tolerance, or even acceptance,
of inappropriate behavior. It costs nothing and requires little more than a warm heart at best, or an
inability to make moral judgments at worst. But biblical forgiveness is costly, made possible only by
the blood of Christ (Heb. 9:14).”
- J. Ramsey Michaels, “Hebrews” (Cornerstone Biblical Commentary vol. 17, 2009, p. 407).

FORGIVE ME

authorities. He had just been released from jail only a few

On April 11 1994, Hutu soldiers attacked the city
of Nyamata in Rwanda, setting fire to a big church

to all those who had confessed their crimes.

where about 5,000 Tutsi had sought refuge.

she thought about the situation and talked things over

Alice, a Tutsi woman, managed to escape with her husband

with her husband, but above all, she prayed. In the end

and 9-month-old daughter shortly before the fire started,

she went back to work in the organisation and looked for

but her mother and two sisters were burned alive with all

Emmanuel. When she found him she said, “I forgive

months previously thanks to the general pardon granted
Alice, shocked by this revelation, ran away. For a month

the others. The three were able to hide in a field near a

you…. God will forgive you, if He wants.” Alice and

river, but when a small group of Hutu men set fire to the

Emmanuel are great friends now.

field, Alice’s husband escaped in one direction while she

This is a great and extraordinary example of

and the baby fled in another.

forgiveness, one which puts to shame our feelings

After a few days, however, Alice was found. One of the

of bitterness, resentment and anger whenever we

group pulled her baby away from her and killed it with one

are hurt. Hurts are not easy to deal with. The memory of

blow of his machete. They then directed their heartless

wrongs flows inward and festers. These memories poison

brutality towards her. One of the men cut off one of

our spirits and destroy our capacity to love. This is where

her hands and scarred her face, another struck a spear

forgiveness comes in. Though never easy, it makes sense

into her shoulder and a third hit her on the head with a

even only from a human point of view. As a result of it,

spiked club. In the end, believing she was dead, they left.

we experience a sense of freedom, relief and cleanness.

Alice however, was not dead and, after five days in which

Once again we are able to devote all our energy to loving,

she lingered between life and death, she woke up in the
middle of a swamp surrounded by rotting corpses. It was

which is the only activity that befits a Christian. We need

there that her husband found her.

to pray for the gift of forgiveness which, in turn,

Seven years later, in 2003, Alice joined an organisation

clears a path for God to forgive us.

called “The Truth First”, whose members consist of both

Messenger of St Anthony – Nov 2017 Marian Movement WA
Newsletter No. 148

genocide survivors and genocide perpetrators.
This organisation had bought a piece of land for
agriculture, breeding livestock and the construction
of houses for orphans of the genocide. As soon as
Alice started to work there, she was recognised by

“IS THERE MERCY FOR US SINNERS, TOO?

Yes, there is, absolutely and inexhaustibly.
BUT THERE ARE TWO PREREQUISITES:

a man called Emmanuel. The man, however, did

TRUTHFULNESS AND
REPENTANCE.

not have the courage to approach her, even though
the memory of her face was etched deeply in his
memory.
One day Emmanuel mustered his courage and
asked Alice if he could talk to her. He then
knelt in front of her and started repeating,

“Please forgive me, please forgive me…”
Alice was at a loss, and said “What should I forgive
you for?” Finally, unable to hold back his tears,
Emmanuel said to her, “I was the one who cut off
your hand and scarred your face,” and then revealed

NOTHING MAKES HEARTS HARDER THAN
SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS.
SELF-JUSTIFICATION IS THE BEGINNING
OF ALL HARDNESS OF HEART
TOWARDS OTHERS.

Nothing opens the floodgates of mercy faster
than repentance and the acknowledgement
of one’s own guilt.”

to her exactly where and when. He then told her
– CHRISTOPH CARDINAL SCHONBORN
FROM HIS BOOK WE HAVE FOUND MERCY

that she was the last person he had struck with
his machete, and that at the end of those terrible
100 days in 1994 he had turned himself into the
9

‘Had Our Lady not come, the world

MIRJANA’S WATCH
On June 25, 1981, the second day of the apparitions,
Mirjana asked Our Lady if she would give them a sign
so that others would believe that they were seeing Our
Lady. Mirjana believed she received a sign when Our
Lady smiled. Mirjana also noticed that her watch
had changed times during the apparition. The
time went backwards. Most people would say that
this is insignificant, not of any importance. But Our Lady
has told us on November 25, 1991 to: “…Pray that you
might be able to comprehend what God desires to tell
you through my presence and through the messages
I am giving you…” On the 10th anniversary, Our Lady
actually said on June 25, 1991: “…There are many people
who do not desire to understand my messages and to
accept with seriousness what I am saying…Therefore,
little children, pray and read the Sacred Scriptures so
that through my coming you discover the message in
Sacred Scripture for you…”
The visionaries have stated that everything that Our
Lady does is important. It is not just her words, but her
actions, her emotions, her gestures, etc. So, Mirjana was
given a sign, and her watch ran backwards. Not a big
deal…until you pray…and you understand, and you put all
the messages in context that she has said this is her
time. Ivan has said that if Our Lady had not come,
then the world would have already destroyed
itself. In 1981, God’s patience with the sinful world was
up, Jesus’ cup was also full. Man had gone too far and
his time was up. Our Lady continued to beg on behalf of
man, for God to give her more time to bring the world to
conversion. But the time was over. There was no more
time. But, just as in the Wedding Feast of Cana, Jesus
could not deny His mother. She went before Him and
again, He told her there was no more time, man’s cup
was overrun with iniquity. She argued for sinful man.
Our Lady knew there was no more time for man, so she
asked that time be backed up, to reverse time, to allow
her the time to ‘mother’ us back to God. And God gave
it to her to see if she could. We are in a period of
time, a time of grace, which does not exist, for it
was won for us by the Holy Virgin Mary. It is she
who received for us a period of time that has already
played out, yet we get an opportunity to re-walk. Mirjana
asked for a sign and her watch went backwards! It was a
seemingly insignificant sign, but a sign with a message,
a big message. Our clock ran out. So, this sign meant
something, telling of the great mercy of God, of a period
of conversion we do not merit or deserve, but Our Lady
does. Remember, Ivan said that had Our Lady not come,
the world would have destroyed itself. You and I are here
because of the Woman, the Mother, the Queen, the ‘All’.
We, therefore, are hers, our life and everything we do.
Friend of Medjugorje
Marian Movement WA Newsletter No. 148
(From a talk given in May, 2001 in Bay St Louis, Mississippi)

would have destroyed itself. You and
I are here because of the Woman,
the Mother, the Queen, the‘All’.
We, therefore, are hers, our life
and everything we do.’

WHERE WERE ‘YOU’?
In 1981, the year the cup overflowed with man’s iniquity,
I was 11 years old. I was in year 7 at a school situated on
a peaceful suburban peninsula only a few short kilometres
from idyllic beaches, a favourite spot in summer with
weekend bbq’s and shellfish gathering from the shallow
mudflats at low tide. Life was basic, simple, innocent. I
belonged to a thriving youth group at our local Catholic
parish, my favourite pastime was riding my bike around the
quarry and the marina, sometimes eating sammies on the
jetty amongst the yachts. I enjoyed walking the length of
the neighbourhood on the fencetops with my brothers, our
game to see how far we could get around without touching
the ground or being told off for trespassing. Life was easy,
life was good. It was also the year that I attended the
Charismatic Renewal Life in the Spirit seminar with Mum in
the ‘big smoke’ and was baptised in the Holy Spirit. I was
bursting with love for my parents and well, I tolerated my
brothers, which worked both ways of course. Mostly they
were my best friends and we spent a lot of time together
riding our bikes, bouncing on a neighbours trampoline or
‘go-karting’ wildy down a nearby steep, no exit street.
(I have a permanent scar on my foot to tell the tale!).
Fast forward 10 years.
Sunken on the cold concrete floor in a dusty, dirty warehouse
she called home, in the middle of a city industrial area, the
light filtered through the tiny barred windows at the top
of the building on to a crumpled, broken woman, hanging
on by a thread, sitting alone and devastated, pondering
the end, not if, but how. A victim of circumstance, a victim
of some bad choices, trapped in a disordered and toxic
relationship, a victim to their addictions, their abuse.
There was no way out of this hell-hole, there was no hope.
Darkness enveloped her being. Nobody cared, nobody saw
her despair. Or so she thought.
In the dark, the bleakness, the hopelessness, somehow..
SOMEHOW, a tiny almost foreign thought fluttered around
and rested briefly in the gloom.. but it was just enough to
spark a memory of her childhood days of old, where she
once knew of a loving God, a beautiful world, a blessed life.
Souless and empty, her cry sounded out in the thick,
stale air, “God..... pleeease help me...”

That woman was me.
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..continued next page

Now, 27 years stands between the stranger I was and
the faith and hope-filled woman I try to be today. In my
nothingness, my majestic God heard me. For God there is
no corner too dark. My journey to healing was long and
trialed but it enabled me to shed a lot of the layers that
held me hostage for so long.
What I have come to realise is most of my life has been
lived in this time that doesn’t exist, in fact anyone born
thirty seven years ago up to this present day have ONLY
lived in this period of grace, granted by God to Our Lady
in 1981. A sobering thought! There are still struggles,
sickness, bereavement and personal sin to overcome, but
the difference is in choosing to allow Christ Kingship over
all aspects of our lives, to mould, refine and purify. Most
importantly, He was always, IS always present, waiting.
We were made for heaven. I thirst.
To experience the dark of night helps us to recognise
and turn back to the brilliance of day. How much more
do we appreciate the value of the warmth of sun only
after sitting shivering in the cold and dark, longing for the
light not realising all we have to do is open the curtain.
Some days are still dark but no longer hopeless, lonely or
desperate. We are being refined, we are being purified.
We are made for heaven.

back again to our God in a time that simply doesn’t exist.
Thank you Jesus for your mercy! Thank you for this time
of grace.
Now, I am praying there is enough time and grace gained
by Our Lady as my adult son currently struggles with
morality and believing in God, as my brother continues as
a long-time atheist and as a friend struggles to find peace
for the abortion she continues to justify. Let us take up our
arms, the rosary, in this battle, so that we can help Our
Lady gain many souls in this time of Grace.

Holy Spirit set the world on fire, one soul at a time.
In your gentleness re-ignite the flame, so those who are
most lost.. (as I once was) – remember.

In Mirijana’s Watch, it reveals Our Lady begged for
more time from the Father.
In 1981, I was just 11 years old. There was always someone
in 1981 who was the stranger sitting washed up on the
concrete floor, no love, no faith, no hope, lost, broken,
ashamed. Our Lady saved them. In 1991, only 10 years
in - on Our Lady’s borrowed time, ‘I’ became the stranger.
I owe Our Blessed Mother such gratitude because it seems
she gained enough time for people like me to find my way
“Feel every man’s sin as your own as a mother feels a daughter’s pains. Only wounded know how to bind up wounds. You are not
alone! You are on a team! ‘Why should this happen to me? You ask – forgetful that you helped the team to win. No suffering is
wasted! As clouds carry rain over mountains so your patience with cancer, your resignation to withered limbs rebounds to some
soul in Ceylon, and helps a missionary in Seoul. The greatest tragedy is not what people suffer but that they have no one whom
they love to whom they can offer their cross.”
Archbishop Fulton Sheen

Tailor-Made Medjugorje Pilgrimages
I have 15 years experience in booking travel packages to Medjugorje Ex New Zealand.
I can assist with all aspects of travel to Medjugorje including flights, accommodation, transfers, local guide,
stop-over destinations and pre/post travel within Europe if desired.
Accommodation in Medjugorje is a Family-run Pansion, comfortable and central to St James Church.
Add-on Packages to other Pilgrimage destinations such as the Holy Land, Rome, Assisi or Lourdes
can also be arranged.
I aim to ensure that your Pilgrimage is a wonderful lifetime experience!
For more information please contact Karen

Ph 09 940 0064, mob 021 188 7781 or email
Karen.embleton@mondotravel.co.nz
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Worldwide Rosary on
At this“watershed”
moment in history,
the Clarion Call
of the Immaculata
has sounded
throughout
the world.
From the ends
of the earth,
Her children are
responding.

under the spiritual leadership of the saintly pontiff and
the military leadership of Don John of Austria.
By praying the rosary and fasting, they implored the help
of God’s grace, through the intercession of the Mother
of God, and, by the grace of Almighty God, on October
7, 1571, at the Battle of Lepanto, the Christian fleet
won a crushing victory, saving Christendom and western
civilization.

HOLY LEAGUE OF
NATIONS
Uniting the World around the
Power of the Rosary.
“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive
their sin and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).

The New Holy League of Nations
At this “watershed” moment in history, the Clarion Call of
the Immaculata has sounded throughout the world
From the ends of the earth, Her children are responding.
To combat the forces of evil in today’s society, the Holy
League of Nations, under the supernatural power of
grace, strives to transform the culture through faith-filled
prayer and fasting. Nations across the globe are uniting,
in prayers of reparation and petition. We are uniting
in Spiritual Warfare. We are uniting to stand with The
Woman, Clothed with the Sun. (Revelation 12: 1)
Our enemies, these powers and principalities of Darkness,
tremble before Her, exclaiming: “Who is she that cometh
forth as the Morning Rising, fair as the moon, bright as
the sun, terrible as an army set in array?”
(Canticles 6: 9-10)
The Immaculata will crush the head of Satan. She will be
Triumphant!
http://holyleagueofnations.com/

The Battle We Face
At this particular moment in time, the Church finds itself
in a similar situation to that of the Church in the late
Sixteenth Century. Divisions, Chaos, Confusion—from within
and from without. However, instead of a physical enemy
on the horizon, the Church, the family and the world are
threatened by a demonic secularism. The battle today “is
not against human forces but against the principalities and
powers, the rulers of this world of darkness, the evil spirits
in the heavens” (Ephesians 6: 10-12).
Holy League History
Pope St. Pius V formed the original Holy League in
response to the dire situation in which Christian Europe
found itself in 1571. Small bands of Catholic men and
remnant armies from various nations came together
12

October 7

“When people say the Rosary together,
it is far more formidable to the devil, than
one said privately. Because in this public
prayer, it is an army that is attacking him.
He can often overcome the prayer of an
individual, but if this prayer is joined to
other Christians, the devil has much more
trouble in getting the best of it.”
-St Louis de Montfort

INTENTIONS
c
c
c
c

Pope Francis and our shepherds
For the culture of life
Family and marriage
For our earth and it’s people

Rosary Aotearoa
October, the month of the Rosary, is fast approaching. “Rosary Aotearoa” invites
you, as the People of God, to come together on Sunday 7th October this year to
pray for ourselves, our Church and our nation.
Wouldn’t it be great if, at 3pm that day,
representatives of every Catholic community
around Aotearoa, from Cape Reinga to Stewart
Island and the Chathams – our parishes, our
schools, our families – gathered together to pray
through Mary our Mother for all our needs?
We invite each parish to appoint a coordinator to be the
contact person for your parish – let us know who you
are and what your parish will be doing that day, so that
we can share this with others.
We are calling all the faithful to join us as one nation in
prayer. Be part of the history, come and join us!
To lead a group, Sign up or register at
http://rosarynewzealand.nz/
Parish and Community need to designate someone to
be the contact person.
How it will be done.
Find a venue where it is suitable to gather and pray the
Rosary for Life, Faith and Peace at 3pm. Designated
local leaders will be points of contact to coordinate
where people will gather. A national list will be available
online.
The mission of the Rosary Aotearoa is to pray together
as one nation and to ask for the intercession of our
Blessed Mother – Mary, Mother of God and Mother of
the Church - for our country.
In our prayer, let us be guided by the writings of Pope
Francis:
c In the spirit of Lumen Fides: The Light of Faith, let us
pray for our Church, our Holy Father and the shepherds
of the Church (Bishops, Priests, Religious and Vocations)
c In the spirit of Amoris Laetitia: The joy of love, let us
pray for families and marriage
c In the spirit of Laudato Si: On care for our common

home, let us pray for the earth and its people
c In the spirit of Gaudete et Exsultate:
the Call to
Holiness, let us pray for a Culture of Life
c In the spirit of Misericordiae Vultus: the Face of Mercy,
let us pray for our leaders
National Preparations.
Rosary Aotearoa suggests to pray the Rosary each
Sunday leading up to Sun Oct 7th to prepare for our
celebration of the Feast of the Holy Rosary.
The Rosary Aotearoa Team

To register your Parish or for more info go to www.rosarynewzealand.nz
Endorsed by Most Reverend Bishop Patrick Dunn DD
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You are not..
You are not your tear stained face.
You are not the dirt and sweat that trickles down your back.
You are not the stares of those who do not understand your journey.
You are not the sobs you cry in the middle of the night.
You are not the loneliness that plagues and haunts you.
You are not a pauper because you have had to receive help from others.
You are not the reckless and painful words that others pierced your broken heart with.
You are not the shame and embarrassment you feel.
You are not the crisis you daily try to overcome.
You are not the scars that you wear from a broken heart.
You are not the foreigner you feel like...like the one who doesn’t belong.
You are not the humbled places you are living and dwelling now.
You are not the rejection and abandonment you have experienced.
You are not the burden you feel you always carry.
You are not the loss of everything that was ripped and stolen from you.
You are not hopeless like the circumstances tell you.
You are not unlovely or less than beautiful just because your pain is in your eyes

and your troubles have made the wrinkles around them.
You are not forgotten like the love you once had from someone.

But..You are..
You are the tender and sweet spirit that came from your pain.
You are the strength you never knew you had.
You are the courageous one that gets up everyday.
You are the soul that reaches her hand to help others.
You are the brave smile you show even when you desire to cry.
You are the one who fights for and reaches to keep hope alive.
You are the one who has been loyal and faithful to God even in the midst of adversities.
You are the one who keeps believing for better and brighter days.
You are the one whose beauty and essence has been formed by your crushed petals...
You are
You are
You are
You are
You are
You are
You are
You are
You are
You are
You are
You are

yet your bruising has been your sweetest perfume.
the attitude of perseverance.
the kindred heart that embraces others who are hurting too.
the one who has gleaned great wisdom from your mistakes.
the one who doesn’t have to show herself off- your heart and character already do.
the one who has walked closely with your Poppa God. He has been your best friend,
confident and strength.
the one who has gained great treasures through this season.
the one who has worked in fields of GRACE.
the one whose walked the road of tears that will eventually turn to songs of joy.
the one who is soon being embraced, celebrated and covered.
the one who has been so strong to let go of her losses so she will gain her divine destiny.
beautiful, loyal, and known to be faithful and true.
you are a modern day Ruth.
Written by Jenny Williams
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“But the word ‘distance’ means
something else as well: it
represents
the
existential
situation of the many who
have distanced themselves
from God, from Christ, from
their Church and from the
light which gives meaning to
life, directs it, and gives it a
dignified goal—and that is the
life worth living.
“Let
us
now
ask
the
fundamental question: Why do so many people come to
Medjugorje every year? The clear answer is this: they
come to meet someone, to meet God, to meet Christ, to
meet His Mother. And then to discover the path that leads
to the joy of living in the house of the Father and of the
Mother; and ultimately to discover the Marian way as the
more certain and sure one. This is the path of the Marian
devotion that has been taking place here for years.”
Later in his homily, Msgr. Hoser said, “This is what the
people’s devotion in Medjugorje looks like: in the center is
the Holy Mass, Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament,
the sacrament of Reconciliation. And all of this followed by
other forms of devotion: the Rosary and the Way of the
Cross, which have turned what in the beginning used to be
sharp stones into smooth paths.”
“In my opinion, said Musa, “this is the greatest event to
take place in Medjugorje in the past 37 years, after June
24, 1981 when the apparitions first began. We are all so
grateful. I had to stop my translation for a moment and
take a deep breath. He said such powerful words.”
The Papal Nuncio of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Msgr. Luigi
Pezzuto, accompanied Hoser and read a letter from Pope
Francis announcing Hoser’s appointment in Medjugorje.
Musa added that during the entrance song for the Mass,
he believes he saw the Papal Nuncio singing the local
hymn “Our Lady of Medjugorje” in Croatian.

Vatican Mission
begins in
Medjugorje
Today, July 22, 2018, marked one of the most
important days in the history the parish of
Medjugorje. After recently being appointed as
Apostolic Visitor to Medjugorje by Pope Francis,
retired Archbishop Henryk Hoser celebrated Sunday
Mass at St. James Church among thousands of
locals and pilgrims.
“It was unbelievable,” said Medjugorje guide and translator
Miki Musa, who translated Msgr. Hoser’s homily into
English which was broadcast along with other langauges.
“It almost felt like a dream to see a person who came
in the name of the Holy Father standing at the altar in
Medjugorje.”
Fr. Miljenko introduced Msgr. Hoser at the service. “Dear
Archbishop Hoser,” said Fr. Miljenko. “In this grace-filled
moment, I am greeting you most sincerely on behalf of
all of us gathered here! In the name of the Franciscan
Province of Herzegovina, I wish you a blessed stay with
us in the mission that was entrusted to you by the Holy
Father, Pope Francis.”
Hoser began his homily with a greeting to all the clergy,
residents, and pilgrims present, and then he continued
with a beautiful sermon which touched on the reasons for
coming to Medjugorje as a pilgrim.
“Pilgrims come to Medjugorje from faraway regions, from
approximately 80 countries of the world,” he said. “The
distance, the remoteness, signifies the vastness measured
by the kilometers we have passed. In order to travel these
kilometers, we need to have a firm and decisive motivation,
as well as a means of transportation, which are necessary
to accomplish these journeys.

“The cheerful person always sees in any present evil some prospective good; in pain he sees a Cross
from which will issue a Resurrection; in trial, he finds correction and discipline and an opportunity to
grow in wisdom; in sorrow, he gathers patience and resignation to the Will of God. Helping others is not
only the cause of cheerfulness, but also the fuel which keeps it burning. As Helen Keller, seeing through
blindness wrote “Join the great company of those who make the barren places of life fruitful with kindness.”
Archbishop Fulton Sheen

In New Zealand and Australia
Over 200 Catholics are offering Catholics “B & B” for $35.00 one person, or $30.00 per person for 2 or more
persons per night, includes continental breakfast. This is a wonderful way for Catholics to meet and enjoy the
company of other Catholics. If you wish to become a host or if you wish to purchase a book with all the details of
hosts, the cost is $15, includes postage, contact or order from Marie Anderson, 2 Brent Place, Christchurch, 8053.
Phone: 03 3595 541, email: marie.ian@xtra.co.nz.
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EXCEPTIONAL
VATICAN PRESS
RELEASE ABOUT
MEDJUGORJE

the Thessalonians (4: 1).

I’m sure by now you’ve heard the good news, but I
wanted to share it in a special way with you today
too! On May 31, the feast of the Visitation, Our
Lady gave us a wonderful gift! The Vatican press
room issued a statement regarding Medjugorje
which made us rejoice: Pope Francis has appointed
a special Apostolic Visitor for the parish of
Medjugorje. To our great joy, this appointee is
Archbishop Henryk Hoser, who was appointed with
a short term mission in Medjugorje in February
2017. At that time he was asked to acquire a deeper
knowledge of the pastoral situation, and to assess
the needs of the faithful in Medjugorje.

“On this day, the 31st of May, 2018, the Holy See has

Here is the official text that Father Marinko (the parish
priest of Medjugorje) read to us that day after the evening
Mass. Needless to say it was greeted with much excitement
and was widely applauded by the large numbers of faithful
who had gathered for the feast of the Visitation and that
of the Blessed Sacrament (Corpus Christi):
appointed Henrick Hoser, SAC, the retired Archbishop of
Warsaw-Prague (Poland) as Apostolic Visitor with a special
role for the parish of Medjugorje for an indefinite time,
and ad nutum Sanctae Sedis. At the specific request of
the Holy See, his appointment is for pastoral ministry, a
continuation of the mission of the special envoy of the
Holy See for the parish of Medjugorje, entrusted to Mgr.
Hoser on February 11, 2017, and in which he completed in
the previous months.”
The purpose of the mission of the Apostolic Visitor is to

This mission proved to be very positive; Mgr. Hoser had

provide a firm and permanent accompaniment of the parish

stated that he was sent by the Pope to “comfort us.”

community in Medjugorje and the faithful who come on

“In Medjugorje, there are many spiritual fruits,” he said at

pilgrimage here, whose needs require a special attention.”

the end of that mission.

Dearest Mother, we thank you so much for the gift of Mgr

Let us continue to pray for this new assignment given to Mgr.

Henryk Hoser! Guide him and lead him in his work, and

Hoser, with the renewed hope that this Vatican statement has

help him to provide the spiritual nourishment the parish

given us! And most importantly, let us continue to respond

community and pilgrims need. May this step forward from

to the calls of the Queen of Peace, because it is by living her

the Vatican draw even more people closer to your Son

messages that Medjugorje will bear all the spiritual fruits that

Jesus.

Heaven expects. “Make further progress” as said St. Paul to

Sister Emmanuel +
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PIONEER
The Pioneer Total Abstinence Association of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
was founded by Fr James A. Callan S.J. in Dublin on 28 December 1898

AIM OF THE ASSOCIATION
Peace and Harmony in the Home
THE PIONEER CONTRIBUTION
The spread of the Christian virtue of temperance throughout Ireland and abroad
MEANS
• Prayer, an alcohol-free life style and public witness to the infinite love of the Sacred Heart by wearing the pin
• Support for the young and victims of drug and alcohol abuse
• Alternative social and cultural activities
• A monthly family magazine and use of other media
Promoting Pioneer membership worldwide CONTACT JOHN 09 522 1728 OR MARY 09 620 4605

The Gift of Faith
I was at Church the other day and I heard these words
when I was praying to the Lord. “My grace is sufficient

for you?” I had to smile to myself, I didn’t expect that
answer, but thought that I would ponder on the words.
On reading the scripture passage from the bible, checking
articles written on google and talking to friends, I realised
what precious words I had been given.
My shoulders weren’t so tense anymore and the day
seemed a lot lighter from where I was sitting. It is so easy
to think that everything is done in ‘my own might”, but
it isn’t. If it wasn’t for The Lord leading and guiding me
every day where would I be. He has always been there for
me, in my dark times as well as my happy times. When
I come out of the darkness, I know it is because of him
and what he has delivered me from, and when I cry out
to him in despair I know he is listening to me. It is in my
weakness, that he is my strength. He is the one to shine
in Glory.
In an article written by Stephen Altrogge, 24 April,
2018, www.theblazingcenter.com, he writes; “If I could

sustain myself through trials by my own grit and
moxie, then I could take some of the glory. But I
can’t sustain myself in the slightest. God is Omnisufficient. Sufficiency and strength and power
course through his being and he is able to keep
me through the bleakest struggles. When I’m up
against the wall, it forces me to cry out, “God, only
your grace is sufficient to sustain me!” And when
he delivers me, his power, not mine is put on full
display… God wants his people to know that “He
alone is their hope”. God leads me through the
Valley of Death so that I’ll trust in him alone.”
The article was very powerful, and clarified how I was
feeling about self reliance, I guess self, self, self. But that is
not how it is, The Lord is walking beside me in everything I
do, guiding me and those words were a friendly reminder
of getting back on the narrow path. Trusting in him alone.
As Altrogge concluded in his article, the solution to
weakness is to lean on God with all our weight – to
throw ourselves on the one whose power is made
perfect in our weakness. Then, and only then, are
we strong. Many blessings.
Regards, Sarah Moran, Editor.
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THE POWER OF THE ROSARY
“Through Mary to Jesus” is a beautiful phrase
that reminds all of us who believe in the powerful
intercession of Mary our blessed Mother, as She
shines like a morning star leading us to the dawn
of grace, Jesus our Loving Lord.
We as loving children of Mary are called to meditate on
the mysteries of the rosary and to discover the power of
God and experience His mercy with Mary our Mother. In
the Joyful, Luminous, Sorrowful and Glorious mysteries,
we reflect the loving mercy of God revealed in and through
Jesus.
It is from my parents, I learned to say the rosary as a little
child and grew in the loving devotion to Mary our Blessed
Mother. Since then I have never failed to approach Mother
Mary with much love and childlike confidence in times of
struggles of my own and of others. I am ever grateful to
God for calling me to belong to the congregation dedicated
to Mary- Franciscan Missionaries of Mary (FMM).
Blessed Virgin is my Mother, guide example and inspiration
to be faithful to God’s call and to say ‘Yes’ to God’s will daily
in my life. “ …. Mary offered her whole being in complete
and loving disponibility (availability) in faith and humble
service so that the Spirit might carry out the Father’s work
in her.” (FMM Constitution article No.2). In my personal
life, when I say there is someone who is so close to me to
teach me to follow Christ, it is none other than Mary my
loving Mother.
Praying the rosary personally, as families and communities
brings us closer to Jesus and deepens our understanding
and experience of mysteries of Jesus. Mother Mary during
her apparitions in various places continues to call us her
children to pray the Rosary. “Rosary is my favourite prayer”
said St. John Paul II. So all of us who have learned from
our childhood to pray the rosary and to meditate on the
mysteries of the rosary, know the power it brings to us
in order to face the stormy weather of day to day life.
Personally I have received many blessings and graces from
our Blessed Mother through the recitation of the rosary. I
do carry my rosary with me always and I believe it is the
powerful weapon against the devil.

October is the month dedicated to Our Lady of the rosary
and in our churches, convents, and homes we unite
ourselves to honor our Blessed Mother by the recitation
of the rosary. During the month of October 2016, I got
a rare opportunity through a kind hearted person to join
her son and other family members to go to Medjugorje.
The pilgrimage was organized by the Super Link travels.
We were accompanied by the Director of Super Link Mr.
Rodney Koelmeyer.
It was during the visit to the apparition hill where Mother
Mary appeared to the children, I was praying in front of
the statue of Mother Mary and approached the crucifix,
with the prayer in my heart for all those who asked my
prayer. I remembered very especially Ruby aunty who lost
her rosary during the journey. I took my rosary from the
pocket and kept on the cross and prayed. While praying
I felt there was something rough like rosary beads other
than my rosary and I heard Mother Mary from behind
telling me “Take this rosary and give it to Ruby aunty”. I
was filled with joy and wonderment, and still with closed
eyes removed my hands from the cross and opened my
hands to behold a lovely white rosary with roses engraved
on each bead and lovely pink opened roses in between the
10 beads. I was so happy and thanked Mother Mary for
giving this special gift to be given as a gift. Another special
feature of this rosary is that on the cross there is Jesus,
and Mother Mary is holding Him.
I cannot thank God enough for this wonderful experience
through the mediation of Blessed Mother Mary, during this
pilgrimage. While thanking and praising God for the gift of
our Blessed Mother, I humbly request all those who read
this article, to pray the rosary from the heart as individuals,
families and communities and obtain many graces from
God through Mother Mary. By uniting ourselves with Mother
Mary let us pray for the whole world, Church, country and
our families. Let us be attentive to the loving request of
our dearest Mother “pray the rosary”, and continue our
journey – earthly pilgrimage with faith, love and hope in
God our loving Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Sr. Mary Luvina (Fmm) Sri Lanka. Tel: 011 2864 880

“Christ’s Kingship over human hearts is not some
“ideal to which only a few can attain but to which all are called.”
“It is, rather, a reality of divine grace which helps even the weakest and the most tried human
subject to attain a heroic degree of virtue, if he or she only co-operates with divine grace.”
Cardinal Burke
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Special Pilgrimage in 2019

OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS
MEDJUGORJE AND CROATIA PILGRIMAGE

Departing
16 May 2019
(13 days)

Come and join us on this very special spiritual journey visiting Medjugorje
and Croatia.
Cost per person, share twin

(Ex Australia): AUD $3895.00*
(Ex Auckland): AUD $4195.00*
Single supplement please add to above cost:
AUD $550.00

* The costs above include airline taxes and fuel surcharges ex Australia and Auckland and are current
at time of print but are subject to change at the discretion of the airlines and/or operators and due to
currency fluctuations.
The group will fly on Emirates Airline return from Australia and Auckland to Croatia.
Please contact us for the full itinerary and any other information you require.

O’Connor Travel World
Inc. Pilgrimages Australia & NZ

P.O. Box 3,
Surrey Hills, VIC 3127
Australia

Tel: +61 3 9830 5489 | Fax: +61 3 9836 8429
Email: kathryn@oconnortravelworld.com.au
Web: www.oconnortravelworld.com.au

ABN 54 686 198 307
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O’Connor Travel World
is a pilgrimage apostolate
consecrated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
and the Immaculate Heart of Mary

AGNOSTIC CONVERT
WHITNEY BELPREZ
authentic way. Not one of them claimed to be superior
I grew up in a home that was politely Protestant
yet sometimes hostile towards organized religion.
or holy in any way, but they joyfully answered the call to
My younger brother and I were baptized in a
pick up their cross and follow Christ, even when it made
interdenominational church when I was 5, and
them unpopular, foolish, and counter-cultural. I certainly
though I remember occasionally attending Sunday
didn’t agree with what they believed, or necessarily how
School, most religious endeavours and efforts had
they chose to live their life – but I deeply respected how
ceased by the time I was in elementary school.
I always felt a curiosity toward my friends and classmates authentically they attempted to live their Catholic faith. I
who were from families of faith, but generally didn’t was hooked.
feel left out – all but one of my friends came from fairly Around this same period of time, I made the seemingly
non-religious families. I entered high school externally innocuous decision to drop my math class my final semester
indifferent about the existence of God, and even professed of my senior year of high school, instead electing to take
some strong agnostic beliefs, but deep down I never lost a Comparative Religion course that one English teacher
at my high school offered. I fell in love with learning
this feeling that there was something more.
about the sacred writings, traditions,
Whether by Divine Providence, or just
“It would be years before and practices of the world’s great faith
good luck, I exclusively dated Catholic
my heart was open enough traditions. So much so, that I declared
guys throughout high school (interestingly
to identify that physical
a Religious Studies major in college the
enough, all of French Canadian descent).
following Fall and devoted all of my time
feeling with Christ’s true
Through them, I was introduced to the
to
discovering the world of religion that
world of Catholicism – it was mysterious, presence in the Eucharist,
I was so ignorant to as a child. I had no
sensual, and completely foreign to me.
and even longer before
idea
what I would do with this degree,
The first time I ever entered a Catholic
I recognized Mary as my
but I had found something I loved and
church was to attend Mass with my
mother, gently and patiently
trusted that the money would somehow
boyfriend and his family when I was still in
calling her child into her
follow (which it did).
high school. As his family sat and unfolded
Son’s
waiting
arms.”
The Fall of my freshman year in college,
the kneelers I said, “Oh wow! Footrests!” I
I was wrestling with whether or not I
honestly thought the church had footrests
installed and had no idea that they were used to kneel should pursue joining the Church; at this point, I had been
in prayer. Needless to say, his family didn’t find it very attending Mass on a regular basis and had come to believe
the core tenets of the faith. I had prayed, read Scripture,
amusing!
and
was discovering the Catechism of the Catholic Church
Even when I wasn’t dating a Catholic, I still thought about
the Church and somehow felt drawn there from time to but finally decided that I was perfectly comfortable
time. I remember feeling something physically different attending Mass, and even marrying in the Catholic Church,
about being in a Catholic church than any other church I but not “making it official.” This was a decision that had
had ever been in. I remember feeling warmth, comfort, taken me several months to come to, though I never felt
peace, and calm wash over me as I would sit silently. I any pressure from anyone in my “Catholic cohort,” and for
loved the way the candles flickered and gently illuminated this I was (and am) immensely grateful. Within days of
the mesmerizing statues of Mary. It would be years before making the decision to not enter the Church I woke up one
my heart was open enough to identify that physical feeling morning and knew that God was inviting me to become
with Christ’s true presence in the Eucharist, and even Catholic - I knew it like I know that I love my daughter. It
longer before I recognized Mary as my mother, gently and was the most real, physical feeling I had on my heart and
felt in my whole body – I can’t explain it any more than I
patiently calling her child into her Son’s waiting arms.
Late in high school, I went through a series of trials that knew with my entire being what God was asking of me.
included a serious medical condition complicated by the After this realization, I immediately started my parish’s
end of my parents’ 20-year marriage. At this time, I met the R.C.I.A. program. I found the process at my parish to be
man whom I would eventually marry. He was, of course, a very prayer-filled and spiritual, but was frustrated when
cradle Catholic and French Canadian, but something was no one provided any real answers to my questions about
the Church, many of which included the “W.O.C.A.H.”
different about his faith – and especially his family’s.
Meeting my future husband’s family proved difficult and topics (as I’ve heard them called): Women’s Ordination,
challenging to everything I had come to believe and think. Contraception, Abortion, and Homosexuality. Beyond that,
However, never had I seen people live their faith in a more I had questions of heaven, hell, purgatory, salvation, grace,
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the Sacraments (did I really need to confess my sins to a
priest?), the list went on and on. I was so thankful that
I had the Catechism that at least gave me the “official”
Church teaching and could point me to other resources to
help me, and it was truly my desire for the Eucharist that
kept pulling me all the way to the Easter Vigil. I know this
is a difficult issue for many people, but, oddly enough,
it never was for me. I had felt an inexplicable physical
difference between Catholic churches and Protestant
churches - God’s grace had finally broken into my heart
and I realized that the physical reaction I was having was
Christ calling to me to Him in the Eucharist. After that
realization, I yearned and desired to commune with him
in that physical way.
At the Easter Vigil in 2008, I was fully received into the
Catholic Church in the Diocese of Grand Rapids, Michigan,
and I felt so blessed and joyful that God had led me home
to the Catholic Church. Looking back, I was probably
unprepared to be fully received into the Church that
spring, but God’s wisdom and mercy are infinite, and my
new faith played a key role in the development and growth
of my (now) husband and I.
Becoming Catholic strengthened my relationship with my
(now) husband, whose passion for the Church was ignited
by my interest, and he
began
to
rediscover
his faith as an adult
and take ownership of
it. The summer after
my reception into the
Church, my boyfriend
and I decided to move in
together. His family was,
of course, not supportive
of us living together before marriage and my family
thought we were young but had no moral problem with
the decision. As Catholics, my husband and I knew what
the Church taught about premarital sex, cohabitation, and
contraception but had no understanding of the theology
behind it. Though my fascination and love of the Church
had grown, I still had no regard for the Church’s teachings
on this matter. No one at our parish, including our priest,
seemed to have any objection to our situation and lifestyle
choice.
Though I would never admit it at the time, I had
increasingly felt uncomfortable living together and
engaging in premarital sex, though my discomfort was
tempered when we became engaged just a few months
after moving in together. Even though I wasn’t ready to
listen, God was patiently and quietly directing us to a more
moral choice - making the best of our less-than-perfect (or
prayerful!) decisions.
We married a little more than a year after I become
Catholic in the same church in which I was received
into the Church. It was a beautiful day and a beautiful

Sacrament, but once again I was disappointed with the
lack of sacramental preparation we experienced - we
were required to attend a one-day retreat through the
Diocese, which was conversational fodder for our trip
home. It was a concern when we discovered that many of
the couples in our group had never discussed many of the
retreat topics – finances, prayer life, family size, etc. We
felt much more prepared for marriage, comparatively, yet
not once did anyone even mention things like Theology
of the Body or Natural Family Planning. It was quietly
assumed that everyone was probably having premarital
sex, contracepting, and cohabitating, and that seemed to
be perfectly acceptable.
Our first year of marriage passed by generally uneventful
– nothing seemed to have changed after getting married.
We were living just like we did before, but we had just
gotten a lot of gifts and a great big party. Around the
time of our anniversary, I began feeling uncomfortable
because I increasingly felt that God was asking us to stop
using artificial contraception. Again, I can only describe
it as this tangible, physical feeling that my entire being
knew what God was asking of us (yet my will still wouldn’t
obey!). I was put on the pill at 15 for irregular periods,
like many young women are, and had continued to be
on every brand and dose
imaginable. My husband
still saw no moral reason
why we should stop using
hormonal birth control,
especially since he did
not want to become
pregnant until we were
in a better financial
position. I visited my
doctor because I was experiencing excessive pain and
bleeding from uterine fibroids and ovarian cysts, which
he reluctantly said were probably a side effect of the
prolonged hormonal contraception. This was enough to
convince my husband to go off the pill.
Still, we had no idea how to practice Natural Family
Planning - by God’s grace, my sister-in-law was (and is) an
NFP instructor and when I quietly approached her about
learning NFP she graciously, and without judgment, gave
me all the resources I needed to transition to NFP. The
entire year after I stopped taking the Pill was very difficult
for us. It took my body a full six months to begin ovulating
again, and it wasn’t until my body purged itself of all the
synthetic hormones that had built up from years of taking
the pill did I fully realize how damaging it had been to my
entire being - body and spirit.
After we stopped contracepting, I had never felt healthier
in my entire life – the cysts and fibroids had disappeared,
my cycles were completely regular, and my migraines had
become almost non-existent. I fell in love with the body
that God created for me! As a woman, I felt that society
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chose to use a midwife and give birth at home, because
of the confidence God gave me in my body’s abilities. Our
daughter, Cecilia Catherine was born on December 1, 2011
at 11:35 p.m. in our living room. Minutes after she was
born, snow began gently falling outside and two of my best
friends were there quietly praying a Rosary, supporting
our new family. My husband had helped to catch Cecilia
and we basked in the glory and perfection of our newborn
daughter. She is the most beautiful gift I have ever been
given and I believe with all my heart that she is not truly
mine - all children are on loan to us from God and we have
the responsibility of making sure they are returned to Him.
There’s a saying that reality is stranger than fiction, and
I believe this is always true when we walk through our
life with the Lord. In my personal journey, there are two
lessons He is continually teaching me through His Church:
trust and obey. Always. Because He is God and I am not. I
have given up asking for what I want because I know it’s
a useless endeavour with Him. Instead, I only ask for the
strength to do His Will, whatever that may be. And I am
so much happier for it – He offers us true happiness and
true freedom if we only listen to the wisdom of His Church.
Following the Way of the Cross is not easy, comfortable,
or always pleasant, but the Eternal Creator always knows
what is best for us - radical love, trust, and obedience to
the Living God that is Love.
Whitney Belprez was received into the Catholic
Church in 2008 in Grand Rapids, MI. She and her
husband own & operate Two Sparrows Farm & Dairy
in Lowell, Michigan (www.twosparrowsfarm.com)
She also blogs at www.simplylivingloving.com

and the medical profession had only ever told me that
something was wrong with my body and that it was never
good enough – finally I revelled in the fact that God had
created a perfect and beautiful body that worked without
always being on some prescription! My self-esteem and
confidence soared – all because God was quietly and
patiently leading me.
To challenge us even more, however, my husband and I felt
clearly called to be more open to life in our marriage. We
had only been married about 18 months at this point, and
we had both finished college but my husband had been
struggling to find consistent work and I was the primary
breadwinner. We were living paycheck to paycheck, yet we
had a lovely rental house, two working cars and always
enough money for groceries. Not exactly what we wanted
– but just what we needed. Yet, for several months we felt
that we should be open to the possibility of a child. This
was frightening, uncharted territory for both of us, and
required a radical obedience to His call. Once again, I felt
Christ calling me to be foolish in the eyes of the world so I
could grow in holiness in the eyes of the Lord.
Using the gift of NFP, we conceived in Spring 2011. Our
life immediately became more difficult and burdensome.
Money was tight; our relationship was strained for many
weeks, and my body was desperately trying to adjust to
supporting the new life within me. God’s ways are not
always our own and we had so much to think and pray
about. During those weeks of darkness, God truly carried
us both.
However, God gave me such a gift in teaching me to embrace
my femininity and my incredible ability to cooperate in
His creation through bringing new life into the world. I
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MY SOUL IS THIRSTING FOR YOU, OH LORD - Volume II – by Willy Vermeulen
Available for $5 plus $1.40 postage, 4/8 Elizabeth St, Tauranga 3110 or e-mail willyv@kinect.co.nz

Questionnaire
WE REMIND READERS THAT, IN ORDER TO REMAIN ON OUR MAILING LIST, THEY SHOULD CONTACT
US AT LEAST EVERY TWO YEARS.
We would appreciate it if all readers WHO HAVE NOT DONE SO would fill in the questionnaire below. Any
comments, requests or criticisms will be welcome.
AS OUR MAGAZINE IS FREE, THIS IS NOT A REQUEST FOR DONATIONS, but to ensure that it is actually read.
(If those who reply wish to give a financial contribution, we would be very grateful, but this is not essential.)

c Yes, I wish to continue receiving the ‘Medjugorje News’.
c No, please take me off your mailing list.
c My address has changed and is now:
Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address (if not on back or if changed) .............................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................................................
Comments .....................................................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................................................
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Myriam Media Ministries
4 We have a full range of audio and video tapes of all Eucharistic Conventions, DVDs from EWTN
Catholic TV, Saints, Church teaching, World Youth Day, Pope Benedict’s inauguration, children’s
Programme, etc.
4 Sister Emmanuel’s talks are available on CDs and audio tapes:
4 Stressed? Oppressed? Bless! – Fr Donald Calloway’s incredible testimony – The miracle of the Rosary
4 Joyful Mysteries – Witness of a Professional Sinner - 1 tape $8.oo each or 2 or more $6.oo each
4 The Rosary with Medjugorje with Luminous mysteries on CD $15.oo
4 Books: Souls in Purgatory – donation

Contact: Myriam Media Ministries,
10 Park Ave, Birkenhead, North Shore City 0626. Phone/Fax 09-418 3428

*Important reminder*
When writing to us or sending us new names and/or addresses, please:
- Include your Return Address
- NAMES & ADDRESSES MUST BE IN CAPITAL LETTERS, BLOCK LETTERS

a Have you enjoyed reading this issue? a Is it helping you in your spiritual life?
a Do you think others would benefit from reading it?
What about passing it on to someone or leave it in any church porch/foyer or anywhere else,
so others can read it too.
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